BOOK 1b: BIG, DUMB OBJECTS 


Maxim 24: Any sufficiently advanced 
technology is indistinguishable 
from a big gun. 


The (Z is cloar, but we are boing 
very closely monitored, 


‘HER HULL, THE PRODUCT OF A 
LONG-LOST MANUFACTURING 
‘PROCESS, CANNOT BE VALUED 
USING MUNDANE MONETARY 
UNITS. 


and scanning, 
Commadara, 


ENJOY THE ATTENTION, TAFA. 
WE'RE THE MOST EXPENSIVE THING 
HERE, BUT ONLY FOR THE NEXT 
FIFTEEN SECONDS... 


SHE'S NOT "PRICELESS," BUT HER REPLACEMENT WHY COUNT? IF YOU HAVE TO ASK 
COST IS MOST EASILY MEASURED IN LARGE HOW MUCH IT WOULD COST YOU TO 
MULTIPLES OF 6ROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT. BUILD ONE, YOU CANT AFFORD IT. 


THE MERCENARY NEGAPREIGHTER CINDERCONE TERA7ORTS MMMM || 27 BROKEN WINO'S VALUE TS EST MEASURED |S 
INTOSGL SYSTEM BEVIND THE WARSHIP BROKEN WIND. |i INMUL TILES OF GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, 

GINDERCONE'S PGE TAG USES ELO-GNP” TO 
Save Tide No ZeROES 


° WELCOME TO SOL 
SYSTEM, CINDY. 
. Ps [People ara 
{ pouing Far more 
T've boon attention to ma 
hore beforo, back this Hime, 
when T still wore that 
finy gunship hull. 


IT'S $0 SHALLOW 
(OF THEM TO WANT YOU 
FOR YOUR BODY. yj 


(CINDERCONE IS BUILT OF THE SAME EXPENSIVE MATERIAL AS HER ESCORT, IF YOU HAVE TO ASK HOW MANY ZEROES THERE 
BUT AT EIGHT KILOMETERS IN DIAMETER SHE'S SEGNIFICANTLY LARGER. WOULD HAVE BEEN, YOU DONT HAVE ENOUGH ZEROES. 


THES ONE'S PRETTY BIE... 


Our CARGO 
IS STRAPPED FOR THE CROP, 
CAPTAIN, 


oe 
RIGHT. GET 
BACK HERE OR 1 


Ee eel TIME AND. STARS_AND NOT BE A 
EE ee REPOSTTONING INTERIOR BAFFLES. FORK LIFT! 


UNDERSTOOO. GOING 
‘TEN SECONDS, HA HA! Tm FREE! 
a FREE TO WANDER THE 


AS PROMISED, GENERAL BALA-AMIN, 
TEN THOUSAND ANCIENT OAFAN HULLS, 
EACH ONE MADE FROM ANNIE-GRADE 
POST TRANS-URANIC ALLOYS, 


THANK YOU, COMMODORE TAGON. I SEE THAT 
SOMEONE HAS CUT THOSE HULLS INTO PIECES? 


1 WAS TOLD THE UNS. PLANNED. 
TO REFORGE THEM AS 
ANNIE-PLANTS. 


YES, BUT WE COULD HAVE 
LEARNED A LOT FROM THE 
EXAMINATION OF INTACT SHIPS, 


AND INSTEAD YOU LEARNED THAT WE POSSESS 
FIREPOWER SUFFICIENT TO IDLY CHOP TEN 
THOUSAND WARSHIPS INTO DIGESTIBLE CHUNKS, 


our CONTRACTS WITH YOu 
NEED TO BE MORE EXPLICIT. 


NO, BUT WE'D BE HAPPY TO CUT THE 
WHOLE VESSEL INTO LITILE PIECES 


THE BATILEPLATE YOU WERE PROMISED HAS BEEN SWEPT, 
AND IS READY FOR YOUR PRIZE CREW TO TAKE HER 
WHEREVER YOU'RE GOING. } — 


‘OUTSTANDING. AND BY “SWEPT” I ASSUME YOU 
MEAN THAT IT HAS BEEN LOADED WITH SPYSHEEN, 
BULSE-NODES, AND A THOUSAND OTHER METHODS 
WHEREBY YOU CAN DIVINE OUR DESTINATION AND DESIGN, 


‘COULD I IMPOSE 
UPON YOU TO. 
REMOVE ALL THAT? 


1 KNOW J WANT 
TO BE HER FRIEND. 


GENERAL, IN THE INTEREST OF FURTHERING HEALTHY 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN THE NEOAFAN 
FREEHOLD AND THE UNS. WOULD YOU 

JOIN US FOR DINNER? 


YES, BUT BE WARNED: 1’ A 
STRICT BACTOTARIAN WHO Likes 
TO ASK POINTED GUESTIONS, 


OUTSTANDING, WE HAVE A COLLECTION 
‘OF THREE-STAR VAT CULTURES, OUR 
CHEF LOVES TO IMPRESS GUESTS, AND 
T LEAK LIKE COM ATLANTIS ONCE 
HAVE A COUPLE OF DRINKS IN ME. 


\ ¢ 


DINNER IT IS, THEN. 1 
LOOK FORWARD TO iT, 


DAD, ARE YOU FLIRTING 
WITH (GENERAL BALA-AMIN2 


WHILE REMINDING HER WHOSE 
‘GUNS ORILLED THAT HOLE 
UNDER OM ATLANTIS? YES. 


[| Ascs20 a DECOMMISSIONED UNS. BATTLERLATE 


ENNES@Y! THAT IS NOT THE 
NAME WE PICKED! 


Besides, we anly had room 
For Fourteen characters. The 

ame you picked takes: 
sixtoon, including tha spac 


=C_ 


“Jumpstart Primar” 
seamed a little too 
‘on-tha-nose, 


THAT HULL SEGMENT IS FOUR KILOMETERS 
LONG AND FOUR HUNORED METERS HIGH. 


Sure, but wa want 
the nama ta be visible 
From a distance. 


AT A THREE-10-FIVE RATIO FOR 


SERGEANT, WHY IS 

THERE A HEAT SHIMMER PLEASE TELL ME YOU 
CONING OFF OF USED A STENCIL. 
YOUR PLASGUN? P 


- — 


From an EVA. 


HOSPITAL POD ONE ABOARD THE 

BATTLEPLATE JUMPSTAR PRIME. 
MMAIA, HIO, 1’ AFRAID YOU 
WO WILL NEED TO DINE 


WITHOUT ME, SEND THE 
COMMODORE 


\ ( WE SHALL, DocToR. 


THANK YOU AGAIN FOR SPENDING 
PRECIOUS TIME RESTORING US. 1 
DID NOT EXPECT TO RETURN 
FROM THAT SLEEP. 


TT WAS NO TROUBLE, NOT ONCE 
1 CONVINCED THESE FABBERS 
HOW TO BUILD WHAT I NEEDED. 


THE ACTUAL "SURGERY 
WAS LITERALLY AS EASY AS 
INFLATING A BALLOON, 


AND THANE YOU FOR AGAIN REMINDING 
US OF THE PHYSICAL SIMILARITIES WE 
SHARE WITH CHEAP, DISPOSABLE TOYS. 


FAIR WINDS TO YOU, DOCTOR. 


AND MAY THE 
FAIREST. OF THOSE 
WINDS CARESS THE 
PATIENT YOU SEEK 

TO REVIVE. 


Ne 


THANK YOu, HIOEFUA 
LL HOPE YOUR DINNER-TIME 
DIPLOMACY 1S ORIVEN BY, 
Uth.. GALES, THAT... ORIVE? 


SORRY, I STILL OON'T 
HAVE A FEEL FOR NEOAFAN 
METAPHOR. 


You HAVE FOCUS, 
NOW ONLY Tide 1S, 
REGUIRED. 


LET'S JUST SAY “6000 LUCK WITH 
THE DIPLOMACY. DON'T BLOW IT." 


OW! THAT ONE IS 
NEW? DID YOU MAKE THAT 
UP? MAY WE KEEP IT? 


PERHAPS, BUT THE LITERAL 
TRANSLATION DOESN'T 
BEGIN TO CONVEY 
THAT WEANING. 


THE MEANING OF THE NAME IS SOMETHING LIKE 
“THE GOD OF SKY AND BREATH HAS FALLEN. 


THE Al. PICKED THE 

NAME TO COMMEMORATE 
HER RECOVERY FROM SEVERAL 
TRILLION YEARS OF INSANITY. 


I THINK IT'S KIND OF TOUCHING. 


THAT'S THE FAULT OF OUR 

LANGUAGE, SIR AND RESPECTEULLY, 

YOU'RE THE ONE WHO ACCEPTED’ 
‘AN INVITATION TO EAT DINNER 
‘ABOARD THE "BROKEN WIND: 


HIN. NO. 
TAKE THE SOUTH 
HEM AROUND AND 

‘GWE POPIGAI A 
‘O00 LOOK AT 
HER INSIDE, 


THE SHIP IS 
YOURS, THURS, 
I OFF TO A 
DINNER PARTY. 


SHALL 1 CLOSE 
HER BACK Up? 


“GET IN MY BELLY ISN'T A VERY 
BA SUBTLE MESSAGE, CAPTAIN. 


RECONFIGURE THE 
BAFFLES AND BULKHEADS TO 


‘CRADLE OUR NEXT LOAD. 1 WAS SAYING “NOTHING UP MY 


SLEEVE" BUT LIKE YOUR VERSION, TOO, 


KAY, IF WE PUSH THAT LONG TABLE AGAINST 
THE RAIL, THE FLOATERS CAN DANGLE THEIR 
EATY-PARTS DOWN BELOW, AND THEIR FACES 
WILL STILL BE UP HERE WITH EVERYBODY ELSE. 


THis MEAL IS ABOUT 
DIPLOMACY. WE MUST SET THE 


TABLE IN CONSIDERATION OF 
FN COP erAIN EXCELLENT, IDEA, CORPORAL NICHOLSON, 


NOW, YOU WILL REMAIN IN THE KITCHEN FOR 
THE REST OF THE EVENING, WHERE WORDS LIKE 
“FLOATER" AND “EATY-PARTS" CANNOT 
ACCIDENTALLY START A WAR 


>, 


Ler’s keep 1T Yi 
THAT WAY, 


THE PRIZE CREWS ‘RUMPUS POD 
ABOARD JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


VY scaccayr SCHLOCK, THE DOCTOR 
NEEDS YOUR HELP UT SOMETHING 
NPI HOSPITAL POD 


OR MAYBE SHE WANTS TO Give 


big to hau 
and too ouchy 
to warn me 
abou. 


pel ree rcarrra. 00.) | can, Wat 
= 


do | get out oF 
Chis deal? 


01D. CAN YOu 
CLONE A PIECE OF 
YOURSELF FOR ME? 


THAT GOO0 FEELING THAT 

‘ONLY COMES FROM HAVING 

HELPED SOMEONE WITHOUT 
BEING ORDERED TO. 


PLUS THE KEY-CODES TO 
COMMISSARY FOURTEEN, 


HERE'S THE PROBLEM, I WANT TO 
BRING OUR ANCIENT FRIEND 
VOS OUT OF THE COMA 

HE'S BEEN IN, 


SAMPLES, 


1 HAVE THEIR 
NOTES, aut THe 
BRAIN TISSUE IS GONE. 


Ba|| Mrich bits are missing? Wry would they 
take that? 
THE ABILITY TO SPEAK 
OUR LANGUAGE, FOR 
STARTERS. 


I'M GOING TO Guess 

THAT IT FELL OUT WHILE THEY 

WERE STEALING TEN MILLION 
YEARS OF HIS MEMORIES, 


make @ copy 


; Says who EASY, SERGEANT. YOU CAN'T KILL 
YOUR BODY AND VOS'S BRAIN 
TISSUE ARE SURPRISINGLY DEHAANS A SECOND TIME. 
COMPATIBLE 
T can iF you can’ 


DOCTOR DEHAANS, 
‘THE INTEL CHIEF WHO EDITED. 
YOUR MEMORIES, AND WHO PUT 
POOR VOG IN THAT TANK, 


I NEED YOU TO CLONE OFF II}} tHe orart is more |] So Vog will wake up craving 
Aes Or USE Jl] RTM, |) SNeR DNAS 3 
OF OUR LANGUAGE, AY Te BASIN Puppies, and churros. 


TM NOT ASKING FOR WELL. FIND A WAY TO. 
‘So you can stick /| YOUR FAVORITE FOODS, I'M SEPARATE THEM, OR LEARN 
it inbo Vog's head? ‘ASKING FOR WORDS. HOW TO SHARE MEALS. 


‘Okay, this shoud 
be the thinky-bits 
you need. 


SHE'S ASLEEP IN THE 


RECOVERY SUITE, 

BROUGHT HER TO 
YOU BAGGED HER WITH ME IN TEN TIMES 
LOTS OF TIME TO SPARE. f\ THAT MANY PIECES. 


BARELY, 15 THIS Yeah. There was) |] my Face reais oirrerent. 
Mi) aera Sonn You 
] 7 


zy 
NS 


ON oe 


OF ence 
by pieces | couldn't Find. 


inn - \e 
<x r=] < 
—S eC ry XS 


RED TEAM! BLUE TEAM! z 5 
WE HAVE NEW PLAYERS! {hOPRY TAKE-D OM BED TEAM IS JOINING BLUE. THE 


7 Ne 
SCENARIO CHANGE! WERE HERE 


ALSO, 00 NOT TRUST YOUR LFF.) I CANNOT 
© CAPT AUTHORITY Tc 


TAIN TAGON'S ALTER 
TT, AND AS YOU ALL KNOW, OUR CAPTAIN IS A 
DEVIOUS, RUTHLESS CHEATER, 


WE CAN'T FOOL THEM WITH AN YOU DIDN'T THINK THIS 
LFF, HACK. WHAT'S PLAN 8 THROUGH VERY WELL. a 
L_ 2 ~ 


Bre. 


1 FAILED TO ACCOUNT 
ENPORCED SORTSRANSETE. 


one 
=) 


LIF WE DON'T FINISH THIS We CouLo FoRFEIT, WE COULD RUSH THEM, AND 
Wag Game IN THE NeXT TEN AND WALK OUT, BUT THAT 
MINUTES, WE'RE GOING TO WOULD BE VERY BAD 


BATE Oe owen 
ww 


I'M NOT AN IDIOT, DAD. 


ILIKE THE “I WIN THE Game 
GAME A LOT BETTER. 


WHERE ARE YES SIR, HAVE TO GO GREET OUR 
| Z Guests, AND THE CAPTAIN 
00 CONE LIKES PLAYING REALLY 
Ione ows 1 out. 
GOOD GAME. ( 
= pk 
& ew Tox. 


Heck Your 
MESSAGES BOY. T'M 
SENDING You some 
PICTURES ON MY WAY OUT. 


= @ ‘e 
eyed A Kee \ | Aa 


THAT'S IRRELEVANT, 

SOMEBODY CHANGED 

YOU ARRIVED HERE IN veRY |] MY ENTIRE WARDROBE 
SMALL PIECES. YOUR WHILE I SLEPT, 


specs 


THE NEW UNIFORM 
GOES GREAT WITH 
YOUR NEW FACE. 


JIN THE LAST STAFF MEETING )_———=] 
CAPTAIN TAGON AND T 

VOTED AGAINST CHANGING 

THE UNIFORMS, 


commovore 
CALLED FOR ANOTHER 
VOTE TWO DAYS AGO, 


NO HE DIDN'T. Our 
CHARTER SAYS HE 
CANT HAVE A VOTE 
WITHOUT ALL THE 
CAPTAINS PRESENT. 


TWO DAYS AGO YOu WERE 
EAD, AND TECHNICALLY 
ALL THE CAPTAINS 

WERE PRESENT. 


‘OUR CHARTER IS NOT KEEPING 


UP WITH THESE MIRACULOUS 
MEDICAL ADVANCES. 4 


WELCOME BACK, WE GOT 
YOU SOME NEW CLOTHES, 


YOU KEEP SAYING I WAS ALL I KNOW IS THAT IT'S ‘I GUESS 1 SHOULD BE 20 YOU WANT A FULL EXPLANATION 
ONE THROUGH FIVE, GLAD T WASN'T ALL OF THE NUMBERS, OR DO YOU WANT 
THE WAY DEAD. TO KEEP THAT GLAD FEELING? 


ARE YOU FAMILIAR 
WITH THE LAZ SCALE? 


‘HOSPITAL POD ONE, 
TUMPSTAR PRIME.. 


CHEST, AND YOUR HEART AND 


BRAIN BOTH STOP, THAT'S LAZ-I. 


NANNY-BAGS, CRYOKITS, AND REPLACEMENT ORGANS HAVE 
BEEN LETTING US BRING PEOPLE BACK FROM LAZ-1 
DEATH FOR A LONG TIME NOW. 


‘TY'S ALMOST EXACTLY 
LIKE WAKING UP FROM 
A COMA, SOMETIMES. IT'S 
LIKE WAKING UP FROM 
‘A REALLY GOOD NAP. 


NOW... IF YOU GET SHOT IN 
THE HeAD, DESTROYING SOME 
BRAIN TISSUE, THAT'S LAZ~2. 


VERY BRIEFLY, YES. 


THE NEW RED-REO NANNIES CAN RECOVER - THE REST OF YOUR BODY WAS IN PIECES, GUT WE 
PRETTY MUCH ALL OF THE Lost @RAIN | \ 40 You. AN EXLOSION X| HAD ALL OF THE PIECES, SO YOU DIDN'T LOSE 


STRUCTURE FROM THE BONE TOO MUCH. RED-REO INDICES SAY YOU ONLY 
AND SKIN BACKUPS, PUNE EEC ORR TEAS, LOST ABOUT Ix OF YOUR, YOU KNOW... YOU. 


WAKING UP FROM A LAZ~2 
ISN'T BAD. SOME RECENT MEMORIES 
MAY BE MISSING, BUT THAT'S IT, 


LAZ~¥ 1S WHEN THE BRAIN IS GONE ANO 
RED-REO HAS BEEN COMPROMISED. 


sanctum 
malOnRt. 


How's HE 


‘CAPTAIN LANDON 
T HAVE HEARD A 
Lor Agout You. 1 


WANNA SHAKE YOUR. 


IS IT SAFE TO 


J DON'T KNOW. TENZY 
BUILT IT, AND SHE'S ALL 
ABOUT BEING A WEAPON, 


COMMODORE TAGON, T'M DEEPLY 
SORRY. I ACCEPT FULL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR 


MY TEAM AND I WERE 
‘CARELESS, AND DIDN'T UNCOVER 
KOWALSKI'S. GOING-AWAY PRESENT. 


1 TRIED TO Push VW THIS IS THE FIRST MY PEOPLE HAVE 
MURTAUGH BEHIND] HEARD ABOUT MURTAUGH 

Me, BUT T WAS BEING ALIVE. 

TOO SLOW. a 


y 
YOU 010 ENOUGH, 
LANDON. THE DOCTOR 1 DON'T READ uRSUMAR! FACES 
TELLS ME THAT MURTAUGH VERY WELL, SHOULD I REACH FOR A 


1S ALIVE THANKS TO YOU. HANDKERCHIEF, OR START RUNNING? 


COMMANDER FOXWORTHY! WHEN WERE I. WAS GOING TO WAIT UNTIL THE HEY, NOW. SEVEN 
YOU GOING TO TELL OUR HEROIC, bac HUNDRED AND’ 
HUMONGOUS FRIEND THAT OR eer Ene 
MMURTAUGH IS ALIVE 


WHAT WAS YOUR PLAN, COMMANDER? TROND 
WERE YOU GOING TO HAVE HER JUMP IN AND fos 
SURPRISE A THOUSAND KILOS OF GEVING CARNIVORE? [EIS] FOR DRAMATIC EFFECT. 


FRIENDS, THIS IS EXACTLY THE SORT OF Hot 
TING HoLOING US BACK. WHY ARE WE STL Bore, V7 due LIFE CORDANY HAS 
Ta is Nor Ger sR FRIGHT 
Nb WE Ne ESO 
INTERESTS Lev TLR 


‘ALL OF YOU RETIRED? 


TM SORRY. WHEN. T SAID “LET'S 
TALK" WHAT T MEANT WAS 
“DRINKS ARE THIS WAY." 


BACK IN THE HOSPITAL POD. 


LOTS OF BRAIN DAMAGE? | 


"AND ALL REDUNDANCIES 
HAVE BEEN COMPROMISED. 


WHEN T @RING Him gack, HE JEL} ! 
MAY BE A COMPLETELY sbcAiise I CAN! 
DIFFERENT PERSON. 


HATE TO ASK, BUT IF 
HE'S THAT FAR GONE, WHY ARE 
‘YOU BRINGING Hit BACK? 


HAHA) THAT'S MY CAPTAIN 
ANDREYASN IMPRESSION, 


THESE GRAFTING AND 
RECONSTRUCTION TOOLS 
ARE NEW TO ME. 


UGH! YOURE WORKING 
‘ON VOSS BRAIN BECAUSE 
YOU NEED PRACTICE! 


GOOD POINT. I SHOULD STOP 
PRACTICING NOW. T BUILT 
YOUR NEW BRAIN, SO THERE'S 
NOTHING MORE FOR 

ME TO LEARN. 


A THAT wes SARCASM, 15 THERE 
Dy SOMETHING WRONG WITH 


DUNNO, THESE 
TOOLS ARE NEW TO ME, 


CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, VOS IS IN THAT 
BOTTLE BECAUSE OF A DECISION T 
MADE, A PATH THAT I PUT US ON. 


WHAT WILL YOU 00 IF THE 
PERSON YOU PULL OUT OF 
THAT BOTTLE ISN'T VOG 


THEN I WILL MEET THAT 
PERSON, AND HOPE I CAN 
RAKE A NEW FRIEND. 


MIN, LET ME 
KNOW WHEN You'Re 
READY. TILL BRING DRINKS. 


A BATTLEPLATE IS MORE LIKE A DENSELY AT CAPACITY, THE PODS AND PLAZAS OF A TRIGORN-CLASS 
POPULATED MILITARY BASE THAN A WARSHIP. BATTLEPLATE MIGHT HOUSE A HUNDRED AND TWENTY 


THOUSAND PERSONNEL, CONTRACTORS, AND DEPENDENTS. 


ITTS A MOBILE FORTRESS, A FLYING FACTORY, A 
‘COMBINATION PORT AND DRYDOCK, AND A MASSIVE 
STOCKPILE OF WEAPONS, MATERIEL, AND SUPPLIES. 


‘A BATTLEPLATE MIGHT HAVE FIFTY MILLION KILOS: THAT STUFF 5 FOR EMERGENCTES, HOWEVER. TEN TIMES THE 
(OF NON--PERISHABLE NUTRIBLOCKS IN STORAGE. STORAGE MASS 15 DEVOTED TO SUPER-EFFICIENT AGRISYSTEMS, 
ENSURING INDEFINITE AVATLABILITY OF FRESH FOODS. 


‘ALMOST COMPLETELY EMPTY OF PERSONNEL. IN TWENTY MONTHS, 


Ez PRIME 15 FULLY STOCKED, UT SUPERVISED, ONE CARBOSILICATE AMORDH/ COULD 


‘COMMISSARY FOURTEEN, IN ONE OF THE DARK PODS, COULD, ALL BY 
ITSELF, FEED HER TINY PRIZE CREW FOR ROUGHLY TWENTY YEARS. THES CARBOSILICATE AMORPH COULD DO ITIN SIX. 


SERGEANT, 1, THINK Ih WHAT IS THAT, AND WHERE Maxim 2: A sergeant i 


Bein te MeV Sn is ction cubrarne o{ LETENANT unio ooeayT 


“I AM A CAPTAIN. 


my reward For 
a piece 


Ie | coud get a hale rilfon tons 
of ‘or giving people 

opinion, fa be one of 
those punch-its on HN3. 


THEY'RE CALLED “PUNDITS/" AND 
THEY CONT PUNCH THINGS, 


THAT FOO You've GOT THOSE ARE NUTRIFUEL CARTRIDGES, YOU HOw many oF THem 
ON YOUR HOVERTACK ISN'T JI] NEED A DISPENSER TO TURN THEM INTO rk ren 
FOO0 YET, YOU KNOW. THINGS THAT ARE ACTUALLY EDIBLE. VE YOU EATE: 


If theres a mackine to 
make them taste better, 
MH get it on my next trip. 


WAIT... WHEN YOU SAID A HALE 
MILLION TONS, YOU WEREN'T 
EXAGGERATING? 


1 | tell you, 
you will make 
me share, 


JF YOU TELL ME, 1 WILL SHOW YOU HOW 
TO HACK A MIL-SPEC DISPENSER TO 
DELIVER TRADELOCKED RECIPES, 


you will make me 
share them. 


FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER. 


LS 


ley 
Reon Hi, | 


‘That depends on 
how much you eat. 


VENTURA, CAN YOU REMOTELY 
JAILBREAK A PMH 
FABBERCHOW? 


eS SIR. 
WHAT'S COOKING? 


OVALKWIK, CHURROS, You didn't tell 
‘AND GRATITUDE. me you were going 
to have someone 

else do it. 


THE BRASS KNOWS HOW TO 
IT BY KNOWING WHO CAN 0O 


ii THE COMMODORE TABLE, BROKEN WIND. 


sorey 1m Late, 
EVERYONE, WHAT 
O10 T miss? 


DINNER. WE'VE 
GOTTEN TO 
THE TALKING BIT. 


UNDERSTOOD. 
(CHEF, SCRAPE UP A BOWL 

FOR ME AND T'LL SHOVEL THINGS 
IN WHILE T LISTEN AND CATCH UP, 


THERE WERE FOUR DISTINCT 
i "A BOWL OF EVERYTHING ary a 
1 FINE. IT'S ALL GOING 
INTO THE SAME HOLE. Ko cee 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
IS'A MONSTER T’M A GUY WHO NEEDS 
‘A FULL BOWL AND A CLEAN SPOON. 


(COMMISSARY 14: 
TUMPSTAR PRIME 


TRADE-LOCKED RECIPES USUALLY ARE. 
TRY THE NACKLE-CARAMEL GELATO. 


‘Not yet. That one shoud “= 
come after the bacon churros. 
The Fat molecules are shorter. 


Just because it all goes 
in the same hole doesn’t 
mean it all goes in ab 
the same time. 


YOURE A MONSTER 
‘OF SURPRISINGLY 
DISCERNING TASTE. 


pe DOWN son, S| 

Te GOT ALOT OF 

IMPORTANT THINGS 
‘0 sa 


£ WELL, WHATEVER 
CAPTAIN SORLIE. YOU'RE ‘ASKING, T 


1 
CAPTAIN LANOON, )_ YOU WON'T LIKE THE ANSWER. 


YOU HAVE LOTS OF. 
QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR 
PLANS REGARDING THE 
IUMPSTAR PRIME. 


WE'RE GOING TO use 
HER FABBERS TO 
BUILD ‘BILLIONS OF 
CRYPT SPIDERS. 


ee Ren 
SET AMO MADE SENSE TO ME. 


“YOUR NAME IS IN THE 
MOUTH OF OTHERS. MAKE 
SURE IT HAS TEETH 


Tie MAUEACTUONG TECHNICA, OF TE 
Sie ae ty Son moneeenele | Bear 
MORE EFFICIENT THAN OUR OWN. ACA ROE SCS: 


THEIR DEAD WERE LAID TO REST IN GIANT MAUSOLEUMS, AND 
THROUGH A QUIRK OF OAFAN BIOLOGY, THEIR MEMORIES 
ARE INSCRIBED IN SCROLLS OF FOIL MAGE FROM THEIR SKIN. 


COMMODORE, T INCLUDED THE WORD ) Bt] SO “cayPT SPIDER LITERALLY J] Ie THEY HAVE LOTS OF LEGS AND LOOK 
“SPIDER" BECAUSE IT USED TO MEAN MEANS "ROBOTS THAT GREEDY THEN THAT WILL GE THE BEST 
“AUTONATED AGENT FOR GATHER INFORMATION ROBOT NAME EVER 
INFORNATION-GATHERING.” FROM THE DEAD? 


( 


iS 


|v 

a : 
EB bs Te) 

"ionesionsn oF He wos Vl 
SEM Ey a 


WHY NOT JUST ASK FOR 
FABBERS? WHY A 
BATTLEPLATE? 


WE KNEW THAT A BATTLEPLATE WAS UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION FOR A ROGUE UNS. 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 


THAT AGENCY 
WAS HURTING 
YOUR CITIZENS, 


WE FIGURED THAT IF OUR 
TIMING WAS RIGHT, WE COULD DO You A 
FAVOR BY CUTTING THEM OFF AT THE KNEES, 


DON'T ACT ALTRUISTIC, ADIKIRAL EM AND HER “ROGUE 
AGENCY" HAD A LONG-$ 
TO GRIND WITH YOU. 


CUTTING THEM OFF 
AT THE KNEES WITH THAT AXE 
WAS LIKE GETTING PAID TWICE. 


THAT BATTLEPLATE CAN HOUSE A | A FORMAL REGUEST FOR THE OPENING OF IT IS A STATION WITH MORE 


Le 4) HUMAN EMBASSY IW ENMDAFA HAS BEEN 
WHAT Sige Toe Plans Cor FLOATED TO YOUR SECRETARY GENEWAL. THAN ADEQUATE SPACE, YES. 


ALL THE EXTRA SPACE? 


nae 
irae 


HIOEFUA CAN NI 4 ao Age aN fo Bar games I HAVE CULTURAL 


ANSWER THAT MORE 


AFAR LIAISON EXPERIENCE AND I WANT TO 
AUTHORITATIVELY THAN I CAN. Cue ee Wasa toed Sane 


YOUR HOME WAS A SPACE ARON, | GOI WANT TO GO I WANT TO GO. 


= THE LAST THING T REMEMBER WAS 
Ts KIND OF WEIRD EHECKING IN ABOARD POPIOAL, AND 
= ASKING THIS, BUT WHEN THEN BEDDING DOWN IN ONE OF 
b10 1 OVE? HER VIP. SUITES. 


DON'T REMEMBER 
ANY OF IT, THOUGH. 


ON WHICH OF THOSE DAYS , (OF ALL THE TIME I'VE LOST, 
DID WE DECIDE TO NAME ° THINK THAT LOSING 
THis BATTLEPLATE i ir ‘OR-AWESOME-THIRTY 
TUMPSTAR PRIMES i HURTS THE MOST. 


Commander Foxworthy 
dich’ Mike missing it either. 


No. You said "bomb, WE NEED TO WORK ON YouR ) 
land then you and 
Candon painted 
the room. 


‘You, me, Sorfie, and Landon 
were downlifting data From 
Kowalsk's lab. You 
Found a bomb, 


1D I TRY 
TO DEFUSE IT 


You know what would Watching the video 
be better than me oF when you died. 
Geling you the, story 

fr uou elec 


THAT'S NOT 
ON THE LIST, 


Don't you want to see 
what happened? 


NO. I WANT TO BE 
REASSURED THAT I'M THE 
WOMAN T USED TO BE, 


1 WANT TO BE WELCOMED 
BACK, AND TO FEEL LIKE 
MAYBE T LEFT FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE BUT THAT 
WAS THE EXTENT OF IT. 


WATCHING A VIDEO OF ity 
‘OWN HEAD BEING BLOWN 
‘APART IS NOT GOING TO 
REASSURE ME OF ANYTHING. 


YOU'RE SUPPOSED 10 SAY 
“WELCOME BACK CAPTAIN” 


WHEN 1 WAS TWENTY-THREE 
ONE OF MY SGUADMATES 
CAUGHT A BULLET AND 
SPENT A WEEK IN THE 

CRYOKIT. 


SHE WAS ONE OF MY DEAREST 
FRIENDS, BUT NOW iy 
MEMORIES OF HER 
‘ARE... FOGGY. T 
CAN'T SEE HER 
FACE, OR SPELL 
HER NAME, 


And! you were 

getting old before you 

Ged, so hey, you came 
back the same/ 


Did she come 
back cifferent2 


GREAT, I GET 10 MAKE THOSE 
‘MISTAKES ALL OVER AGAIN, 


| { And which ainFul, 
I “critrracabelocohes 
do you not have to 

Chink abouts 


IVE READ THOUSANDS OF BOOKS 
IN MY LIFE. ARE DOZENS 
‘OF THEM GONE? 


THE DOCTOR SAID ONE 
PERCENT. THAT NUMBER 
IS HUGE. 


| know! It's 
win-win! 


WHICH PRECIOUS 
MEMORIES HAVE I 
LOST? WHAT JOYS 
‘ARE FOREVER 
‘GONE FROM 

‘mY LIFE? 


YOU'RE RIGHT, You're 2 ing ings Because | con't usually 
NOT HELPING me MUCH. ql get invited to those. 
T SHOULON'T HAVE 

INTERRUPTED YOUR 

LOGTING, 


‘CLEARLY THE "TENDER MOMENT 
IN THE COMMISSARY® DUTY 
ROSTER SHOULD BE UPDATED. 


‘BROKEN WIND, CONFERENCE ROOM TWO. 


THE AI. WOULD ONLY 
ANSWER TO OUR TINY WAIF_ OF 

‘A COXSWAIN, VENTURA, SO THERE WAS 

NOTHING T COULD 00 WHEN THE IRL TOLD 
BRISTLECONE TO HIT THE SPINDLE ENTRANCE AT SPEED. 


YOU KNOW HOW SCALE FOOLS 
THE MARK T EYEBALL, RIGHT? 


THE SPINDLE ENTRANCE WAS 816, 
‘AND WE ALL KNEW IT WAS 

B16, BUT TO OUR EVES 

IT WAS JUST A 


IL HATE WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS, 


WELL, TT STARTS TO GROW, 


I TAKE IT YOU LIVED, 


6H) 


CORPORAL NICHOLSON HAD 
ASKED WHETHER THE OPENING 
WAS BIG ENOUGH FOR SHIPS, 


VENTURA, SAID 
WE COULD PARK 
BATTLEPLATES IN IT. 


BEFORE ANYBODY 
COULD ASK “HOW MANY” 
SHE SAID “ALL OF THEM 


WE CROSSED THE LAST THOUSAND KLICKS OF 
‘APPROACH, AND IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE THAT TINY DOT 
WAS AN OCEAN OF BLACKNESS, AND WE DOVE STRAIGHT DOWN. 


PR x0 Theve wel, AT THAT PONT we wane WIDE THe 
GISGEST SPACE STATION KNOWN TO ANYBODY. 
= = 


Bd 


bi fs 


var oh 


os 
/ 
\ \ ABOUT THE Z 
ND YOURE GOING 10 use 5 
aunestaa one GAS Et Wsiog i. Aeeccaie OY lem 


) THOSE SNEAKY, TESTOSTERONE- 
GENERAL BALA“ AMIN, OO VERY GOOD, T- WAIT... IS POISONED GAPS INVITED YOU 


‘OVER BECAUSE THEY KNEW 

TO TALK? TD BE CALLING YOU, 
‘AND THEY WANTED 
TO WATCH. 


IROMENTS YOU REQUIRE, LO My 
SECRETARY GENERAL, Sit BO ves OAEISH HOSTS BE PRIW TO 


I CAN ALWAYS MAKE’ MORE. YOUR SCHEOULE, SIR? 


SECRETARY GENERAL, YOU HAVE A 
CONFERENCE REQUEST FROM 
‘THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, 


WELL, SPEAK 
OF THE PRI. 


[Ae 2ARORTANT CONFERENCE CAL. THES IS PETEY, A MASSIVELY PARALLEL 
ee THESIS UN INTERN SERETARY ||| neLoeD ILL wn enroton Us 
/ GENERAL BREYA ANDREYASN.. 


ni \ DEI OF THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION... 


(sie, wars) 
Seaton WAS ABOUT TO EXTEND AN HE TS, BAR NONE, THE MOST POWERFUL 
; OFFER TO YOU, BuiT APPARENTLY 
i 


T AM BEING PLAYED. 
You ara not being played, Secretary 
Goneral. Uou are being brilliant. 


But IF you were being played, 

thon iF would bo asa Koy pioce in 

@game whose outcome would Feature 
all of the win/win aver. 


HE IS PHILANTHROPIC, BENEVOLENT, AND 
7 | CUDDLY, BUT HES NEVER NOT PLAYING YOU. 


‘SUPREME POLITICAL POWER 


HER ACCIDENTAL RISE TO 
CAME BY VIRTUE OF NOT DYING. 


Breya, have you extended 
the job offer ta Gonoral 
Bala-Fimin yot? 


SHE HASN'T. IS THIS THE TLL BE ACCEPTING 
“AMBASSADOR TO EINA-AFAY || THAT. 


1 WAS JUST TRYING TO SAVE 
TIME. T SUSPECT THIS CALL IS 
WORTH MORE PER MINUTE 
THAN TLL MAKE FOR THE 
REST OF MY LIFE, 


BUT YOU'LL BE WAITING 
FOR ME TO ACTUALLY. 
EXTEND THE OFFER, YES? 


FORIMALLY, THEN, GENERAL: 
WILL You Seave As 
AMBASSADOR TO EINA-AFA? 


YOU WiLL? 
000. 


PRESCIENCE 15 SUCH 
‘A TIME-SAVER! 


I CAN SEE WHY YOU OPERATE THE 
WAY YOU 00, EMPEROR. 


NOW, MAY WE SKIP YOuR 
LECTURE ON THE CRITICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF EINA~AFA IN THE 
EVER-ESCALATING CONFLICT SOON 

TO BE KNOWN AS “THE BARYON WARS?" 


AFTER ALL, YOU AND 
1 BOTH KNOW THE 
iMATERIAL, AND OUR 

NEW AMBASSADOR CAN 

JUST READ A SUMMARY, 


Tm SURE WE O10. WHAT 
‘JUST HAPPENED? 


Thank you For your expeditious approach, HE KNOWS YOU WERE FEEDING me 
Socratary Gonoral. 


YOU'LL NEVER SURPRISE PETEY WITH 
Summaries hava boon sont. Wiss YOU KNOW, BUT YOU WIGHT BE ABLE 
Give my regards to your husband. TO SURPRISE Him WITH WHAT YOU DO. 


SORLIE, LANDON, 
ON WE. 


wnat oo you MIP JC 


NEED, SIRz e 


T' AN AMBASSADOR 
NOW. T/NEEO AN 


EMBASSY. 


SORLIE, TAKE MtY SHOPPING LIST BACK TO) 
CHESAPEAKE, ADD TO IT AS YOU SEE FIT, 


YOU MAY CONSCRIPT A FEW VALUABLE 
ASSETS WHO DO NOT VOLUNTEER, 
BUT ONLY A FEW. 


LANDON, OUR NEOAFAN HOSTS 
HAVE SELECTED A FEW OF 
‘JUMPSTAR'S PODS 

FOR OUR USE. 


SECURE THEM, 


GENERAL, T WILL NEED A 
FULL PLATOON TO PROPERLY 
SECURE ANYTHING, 


CAPTAIN SORLIE WILL BE 
SENDING YOU A PLATOON, 


ALSO, YOU HAVE MY 
PERMISSION TO EXTEND 
TENZY'S LEASH A BIT. 


TENZY IS uncomeontaaie T could complete you. 
GENERAL, TT MAKES HER 
FEEL LIKE A PET, 


cAoTAN, Tih unconeoaTaaLe YOULL Have 
wine tHe Salons You Nate wie be seamen rout roa 
ESPON. Tt RACES ME PEEL URE HAL? A PERSON JN COMPLETING SIONS. 


THANK YOU FOR JOINING, VERY... HANG ON. FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO BECAUSE 1 KNOW WE WEREN'T DONE. 


US FOR DINNER. PER YOUR 
Beet NEL TO bar WAIT’ FOR WHAT? FINISH OUR CONVERSATION, YOU STILL HAVE SECRETS. 
NY CAPTAINS BACK 


| {2 UNDERSTAND. J'LL WAIT. 


ANDREVASN, HAVE CINDERCONE 
READY TO BRACE CARGO BY 
(0900 TONMOROW. 


NO PROBLEM, VENTURA'S 
ON IT ALREADY, 


NOT ANYMORE. 1 NEED 
VENTURA PREPPING FABBERS 
‘ON JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


CAN 00, BUT 1 mGHT HAVE 
TO SUIT UP MYSELF TO HIT 
‘AN 0900 DEPARTURE. 


T SURE HOPE NOT, CAPTAIN. 
IF YOU GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY 
[ON THE LITTLE JOBS, YOUVE 
FAILED AT YOUR BIGGEST JOB, 


‘TAKE THIS MOMENT, AND THEN 
CLOSE YOUR EYES AND TRY 
TO IMAGINE MY ENTIRE 


FORWORTHY, I NEED YOU THE GIRL CAN BUILO ROBOTS ARE YOU WORRIED THAT || VENTURA ALREADY INSTIGATED 
PERSONALLY SUPERUSING. Like NOBODY ELSE, BUT EINACAFA WILL GET OVERRUN || ONE ROBOT APOCALYPSE 
THe FAGBER PROJECT. KeeP FRANKLY, THAT RIGHT Be BY VENTURA'S mecHaNIcaL | ©) 
AN EYE ON VENTURA BECAUSE’ NOSOOY ‘CRYPT SPIDERS? || I'M OROPPING A maRKER 
SHOULD 00 IT ‘AND CALLING THAT THE 
Like THar. CAREER LinIT. 


CAPTAIN LANDON, I'M ON NOT THIRTY SECONDS AGO I GOT 
IY WAY BACK TO'THE JP, ‘ORDERS TO PREVENT A ROBOT 
APOCALYPSE. 


TENZY SOME 
TABLE SCRAPS, 


REALLY? YOU WERE 
OUTNUMBERED AND. 
PINNED COWN. 


AND NOT ONE OF THEM LANDED | Captain Tagan asked me to work 
ROUNDS ON YOU THE MORENT | on adjusting projectile paths 
TEAMS NEED TO WORK during his countarattack. 

ON THEIR Alm, 


THEIR Alm 
WAS FINE, 


EXPLAIN. 


YOU GAVE Me EvERyBOOY'S 
POSITION, I JUST HAD TO 
BE QUICK AND ACCURATE 


LE 
Yat SRO 2 0 
A [Yq ever eoneoers soMEDAY. 


THOSE FIRE TEAMS MUST HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETELY DEMORALIZED, SEEING 
EVERY ROUND THEY FIRED SLIDE 
OFF TARGET. 


ALREADY DONE, AT LEAST NOT FOR 
CANT HAVE My 00 LONG. IN THAT 
PEOPLE THINKING FIRST MOMENT, THOUGH? 


THEIR Alm WAS BAD. GHickos sol sicue 
HAVE SEEN THEIR FACES, 


YES. YES T SHOULD. 
IS THERE VIDEO? 


HELMET CAM, AND A 
COLLECTION OF STILLS 
THAT BELONG IN THE 
BLACKMAIL SCRAPBOOK. 


THIS LANGUAGE AM T SPEAKING, YOU 
THEARWHILE, TN THE HOSPETAL J , 
NS a ETS 
TaG Vaa. eave 
Boe ae 


ZB 


YOU CALLED Me "vos." 
A SINGLE SYLLABLE. 
WAS THIS A DELIBERATE 
INSULT, OR ARE YOU 
AS IGNORANT AS 

You Seen? 


LET'S GO WITH “IGNORANT.” 1 AM 
DOCTOR BUNNIGUS. HOW WOULD 


YOU LIKE ME TO ADORESS YOU? 


NY CASTE IS NEVER TO BE SPOKEN TO 
DIRECTLY, NOR EVEN SEEN BY OUTSIDERS, 


> 5 
YOU ARE NOT TO ADDRESS Me AT 
ALL, AND MAY ONLY SPEAK TO Me VIA 


‘A MEMBER OF THE MEDIATOR CLASS. 


SINCE NO MEDIATORS ARE 
PRESENT, AND SINCE YOu 
CLAII TO HAVE OPERATED 
‘ON MY BRAIN, MUST 
ASSUME THAT T AM A 
PRISONER OF WAR 


ear 
TeOFE Biot 


WHERE TO START. 


staat genoa | At Tat FONT YOU MUL NO LONER 
IV EESTRANTS AND. D Mecb 10 MAKE DECISIONS AR THESE 


PROVIDING MRE WITH 7 TERMS AGREEABLE TO YOU? 
A WEAPON. 


I THINK PLL START 
BY CALLING SECURITY. 


Your security TEAM 
SHOULD HURRY. P 


eRe cin tet hed our LY GHNNGOHH 
AND CRUSH YOUR SKULL LIKE A WINTER MELON 4 yes 
REP Ie eH 


YOU MIGHT NOT BE BLUFFING, 
BUT YOU ARE MISTAKEN, 


YOU WILL NOT BE BRUTE-FORCING YOUR WAY 
OUT OF HERE YOU ARE ONLY ONE HUNDRED 
‘AND THIRTY-EIGHT CENTIMETERS TALL, AND 
MASS A MERE FORTY-THREE KILOS. 


T RAN A VERY 
THOROUGH PHYSICAL 
ANALYSIS BEFORE 
WAKING YOU. T'h 
AFRAID YOUR BODY 
ISN'T AS STRONG AS 
YOU THINK IT IS. 


1 DON'T KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE, OR WHAT YOU 

DID TO te, BUT YOU Have 

g MADE AVERY BIG MISTAKE. 


IS SOMETHING WRONG HE SURE LOOKS LIKE 
VOGE pr VOS, WITH ANGRIER 


Pm F EVES, MAYBE 


HE'S DEAD. THE PERSON 
STRAPPED TO THE RECOVERY 
TABLE IS... SOMEONE ELSE. 


ARE YOU THE “SECURITY TeAMe* DEFINITELY 

CUT ME LOOSE, PITH-WORM! TLL ANGRIER EVES. 
BE WEARING YOUR ENTRAILS 

BEFORE YOU HAVE TIME TO DIE, 


a). 


WHY DOES VOG HATE NO, HE'S ANCIENT, AND |) HE HATES eveRYBODY || NO, HE HATES EVERYBODY BECAUSE TEN 
EVERYBODY? OD He GO ]}]] HE LOST TEN MILLION J BECAUSE OF BRAIN J] MILLION YEARS AGO HE HATED 4 
CRAZY IN THAT TANK? YEARS OF MEMORIES, Damace? 


h\ it’s cs . 


<a 


old brain damage. 


THE DOOM-SCIENCERS 
WERE RIGHT! THE AMM I THE LAST OF MY KIND, 
GREEN GOO HAS TAKEN 10 BE KEPT IN A CAGE FOR 
‘EVERYTHING! YOUR AMUSEMENT? DID YOU 
ENTOY EATING MY WORLD? 


was Chi 


x 


(orld oF yours? 


1’ KIDDING! I WAS TOTALLY 

LISTENING! CROSS MY HEART, 
(R-TO-THE-WAL, 

YOU BETCHA, 


TM SORRY, HE SELE-IDENTIFIES 
COMMANDER. WE NEEDED ‘AS AN ENEMY COMBATANT, 
A BRIG FOR... FOR Hitt AND WANTS TO KILL US ALL 


L/’ THE NEOAFANS GRANTED THIS POD. 
10 THE UNITED NATIONS OF SOL. IT 
1S NOW PART OF AMBASSADOR 
BALA-AMIN'S EMBASSY, SO. 

WE NEED TO VACATE. 


WHAT A MESS... WELL SORT IT OUT, 
BUT HE CAN'T STAY HERE 


CAPTAIN LANDON 
IS HERE TO OVERSEE 
THE TRANSFER. 


THERE'S NO HURRY, LADIES. TF YOu 
NEED SOME TIME TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THIS LITTLE GUY, THAT'S FINE. 


YOU ARE A CAPTAIN, 
OUTRANKING 
THESE OTHERS? 


PERHAPS? DIFFERENT 
JURISDICTIONS, 


‘MULTIPLE, COMPETING 
POLITIES HERE? 


“POLITIES” IS A WEIRD 
WORD, BUT YEAH. 


I'S OKAY, 
WE'RE ALL PRETTY 
FRIENDLY. 


NOT SO FRIENDLY THAT YOU ALL 
SHARE A SINGLE JURISDICTIONAL 
AUTHORITY, HOWEVER. 


THE ARRANGEMENT REQUIRES 
AN EMBASSY, YES? 


‘I REQUEST ASYLUM. 


ocTOR BUNNIEUS, 
YOU VIOLATED MY BRAIN WITH THIS 
LANGUAGE, BUT I MUST THANK YOU FOR 
GIVING ME THE EXACT WORDS I NOW NEED. 


Wry are you looking 
me? Nobodty ‘said there were 
words he wasn't supposed Co have. 


INDI THANK YOU, SIR | WE'RE IN DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES. MY WORK 
ct VENTURA, YOU'RE DONE 
‘BACK ABOARD CINDERCONE. SHIETING CaRd0.1 AM | po tan you FoR |COENT OVERSHADOW YOURS. 
TRANSFERRING YOU TO | “he CHANCE 10 DO 
THE JumpstaRTeR | "Some WORK OUT 
FROM UNDER YOUR 
SHADOW. 


THE FIRST FABBER fon 
PROJECT IS THE CRYPT SAYS THE MAN WHO NAMED MY CARGO LOADER 


SPIDERS, AND IT'S ALL YOURS. \ “THE LONGSHOREMAN OF THE APOCALYPSE! 


THE ONLY BIT LEFT FOR US TO 
00 1S WORRY ABOUT WHAT 


THE COMMODORE WANTS 
US READY TO TAKE 


EXCEPT WE JUST LOST OUR 
STAR CARGO-SHIFTER 


HOW MUCH OF THE 
JOB DID VENTURA 


Bree Ba POS Mut 
= 5: N ! 
Boo a, 
eh ea D4 


WE'LL HIT 0900 WITH 
*OH-DARK-SLEEPING-IN* 
TO SPARE, CAPTAIN. 


PLEASE... SHE'S OUR STAR 
CARGO-SHIFTER BECAUSE SHE 
REALLY HATED SHIFTING CARGO. 


SO TILL BE WORKING UNTIL 
*OH-INSOMNIA-THIRTY:” 


SO DARK, SO PEACEFUL JUST ME 
AND A BILLION PAYCHECKS 
WORTH OF MACHINES. 


I SHOULD LAY CLAIM TO ONE OF 
THESE PODS NEAR THE FABBERS. 


THERE ARE FABBERS 
AT THE OTHER END 
(OF THE SHIP, TOO, 


CAPTAIN, WE CAN'T 


TURN VOS OVER TO. STORY THAT DOES NOT Neco | I'M BACK, COMMANDER 


\d THIS IS A VERY SAD 
TO BE RETOLD AS AN ANGRY | YOU'RE RELIEVED. 


CAN, 010, AND DONE. N POLITICAL INCIDENT, 


CAPTAIN LANDON, IT'S 2 1 SHOULD HAVE BEEN. 
O00 TO SEE YOU 
AGAIN, 


L THE WAY I HEAR IT, 


YOU PAID FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY t 
WITH YOUR RIGHT ARM, ARE JUST FINE 


Your REFLEXES 


_ So now our BY SOME DEFINITIONS, THIS 
shiny new battieplate ‘TRIP MAKES THE J.P. A BOAT, 
fs Just cargo. 


Beeiaah... Ernesby WN 


is right Behind you. 


It's ohay, Sergeant. 
T didn’t want the job. 


T'd much rather not axtand Whon we arrive in Eine-Aifa wo'll bo 
my aweranass to beltieplate carving this thing up For parts. 

size only to be surgically 
domated later. 


YOUR HULL DECORATION 
WAS FOR NAUGHT. 


‘ARE YOU DISAPPOINTED? 


would you 
‘Get demote 


MM only be 
disappointed 
if | don't get to 
do the carving. 


OKAY, BUT THE LAST TIME I PRACTICED MEDICINE 
IN AN EMBASSY, THE EMBASSY 
EXPLODED. 


WE INHERITED A CURIOUS 
PROBLEM, SO T ASKED 
CAPTAIN SORLIE 

TO HIRE AN 
EXPERT, 


WHAT BETTER EXPERT 
THAN THE ONE WHO 
DECANTED OuR 
PROBLEM IN THE 
FIRST PLACE? 


IMPSTAR PRIME, UNS. 
EMBASSY POD TWO. 


NOTED. SORLIE, AMEND HER CONTRACT WITH 
‘A "DO NOT BLOW UP MY EMBASSY" CLAUSE. 


‘THE MERCENARY MEG/A-FRETSHTER CINDERCONE.. IF 1 SAY YES, WILL YOU 
HoLo IT AGAINST me? 


IDLE 
QUESTION, 
CAPTAIN. 


WHEN YOU INVENTED THE TERAPORT, DID YOU 
IMASINE THAT YOU'D SOMEDAY USE IT TO PILOT NO, BUT IT WILL HELP ME GAUGE THE 
GIANT STARSHIPS HALFWAY ACROSS THE GALAXY? SIZE OF THE EGO T'M EXX-OHING FOR 


AND THAT'S WHY YOU WENT AHEAD 
‘AND TURNED IT INSIDE OUT. 


TD SAY THE B16 EGO 
SERVED YOU PRETTY WELL. 


1 STARTED A WAR, GOT BURIED ALIVE, 
AND ONE OF MYy'PROIECTS TWISTED 
YOUR HEAD CLEAN OFF. 


1 WAS 100 SELE-IMPORTANT TO LISTEN TO 
PROFESSORS, OR ACCEPT FINANCIAL ADVICE, OR 
EVEN ADMIT TO MYSELE HOW LITTLE 1 KNEW’ ABOUT 
THE INDUSTRY I WAS ABOUT TO TURN INSIDE OUT. 


THIS NEW NECK HAS A MUCH 
BETTER RANGE OF MOTION, SIR, 


WHAT BROUGHT THIS GIMME THE VERSION THAT HAS TEN THOUSAND THuRL, YOU'RE 
ON, THAR? WHAT'S ON MORE THAN FOUR WORDS IN IT? NOT TAKING THE LONG VIEW. 


‘OKAY... WHEN T WAS TWENTY MY DREAMS 
DIDNT REACH MUCH FURTHER THAN AGE 45. 


LER MEO RAE AE 
score mo sca, se | HE Teg 70 ouenn Rear Tee Ne Te Teouwmue 1) (score ao scat, sm 


LET ME PUT IT THIS WAY... IF THE BIGGEST THING YOU'D EVER 
BUILT WAS A METER HIGH, WOULD YOU TRUST YOURSELF 
TO BUILD SOMETHING A MILLION 
METERS HIGH? 
1'D WANT TO 
TACKLE SOME INTERIM 


OF DECADES OLD, AND YET 
WE'RE TRYING TO BUILD A 
FUTURE THAT SPANS EONS. 


CAN WE HONESTLY TRUST 


J FEEL ACTUAL PHYSICAL PAIN, 
WHEN T SAY THAT YOU NEED TO 
‘ASK THE REVEREND THAT ONE. 


Chinook, this is Tafa, Ule're back, 
and Cindy brought you @ prasant. 


dust one? I've got an 
entire world to run here, 


T nood all the presents, 


You only gat one, but it’s loaded. 


I's a Fifth generation Tricam-Class 
battioplate with three 1100-mater annios 
and six shipwright-class Faber bays. 


Three annio plants? 
Cindy, wo asked For Five, 


Captain Murtaugh's oxpedition was What door? 
underpaid. Sorry, love. Wo'ro 
settling For Hires, 


Cindy, Tafa... T need 
more power than that. T had 

fo fun out the lights For hwenty-huo The axial hatch twa thousand 
minutes yesterday just to open a door. |] licks wost of the hurricane track. 


I moly-bonded that hatch shut millions of years aga. You want me to haul Jumpstar Prima dawn in one piace? 
You might as woll have cut @ hole in a wall The original plan was to take her apart upstairs. 


Cut a hole, open @ door, whatover. 
Cindy can use it ta drop off my present. 


“Jumpstar Primo?" 
‘MILLISECONDS LATER 


tho gave hor Wg) | Z's only tomporary. We're 
that nama? taking her apart, remember? 


Sergeant, it is PERFECT. I wish I 
had shin! I'd st it as a tattoo! 


7 pireadty taken care of, but | 
A= do a bigger one if you'd ike. a 


Hmph, I still naed to speak 
fh the person responsibl 


How ara my 
Frionds doing? 


Hind of squabbly 


Thoy still act as if thoy Thoy'l Figure it out, 


are resource-canstrained. but we might neod 
fo give ‘om a 
thousand years. 


Thay da not seem to 
realize that their reach no 
longer exceeds their grasp. 


That's among the things wo 
will be giving them, yas. 


Iva spoken with a Fou oF 
Uog's Friends about his 
mental stata, 


Thoy oxprossad 
concern, and one oF 
them brigfly Fugued into 
a stata of montal distros, 


I suspect the decanted Uog has a head Full of things 
that ha and his people spent olavan-point-ning-six 
nillion yoars roprassing. 


The question is whothor 
Uog needs to know. 


Doctor Bunnigus 
noads to know 
this immadiataly. 


Chinook, your murderous, 
sociopathic Fugue was Far 
worse than Uog's. You appear 
to have recovered complotaly. 


By the way, iF you three wish to run 
another Friendly parity-check on mo, 
T undgrstand. I was cutting mysole 

just yesterday, and T know 

how that looks. 


My question: IF, while in that state, you 
were shown your recovery, and what 
you could somaday bocoma, how 
would you have responded? 


Swootio, that 
wasn't cutting. It 
now. Thank, uou Far Bacoming who Tam naw is not somathing twas intariar dacorating, 
the vate of confidence. Apemade heya chee Anal hap and the new door will be useful 


Tinimich beexiior Back than T would have rajected it. 


LET THOSE PLANS BAKE 50 1m SHIFTING CARGO 
FOR ANOTHER DAY OR ‘AGAIN? HOW DID THAT 
TWO. WE NEED TO WOVE HAPPEN? 

THE FABBERS FIRST. 


EVERYTHING INSIDE 
‘TEST-BUILT A BIG JP'S HULL IS GOING 
LertER *m" aT 0600, OUTSIDE, 1 UNDERSTAND 
Ti READY TO START \ YOU'RE THE EXPERT ON 
FABBING CRYPT SPIDERS, CINDERCONE'S LOADERS? 


UH, CAPTAIN? 17 LOOKS || I GAVE SERGEANT SCHLOCK PERMISSION TO 
ETO: COMBI 20 STO METAR RINE: LIKE SOMEBODY ALREADY | MAKE SKYLIGHTS. WE NEED TO FINISH 
STARTED CUTTING, PLANNING OUR OWN CUTS BEFORE HE 


RUNS OUT OF HULL, 


THIS BATTLEPLATE IS ABOUT TO DEPART MY COMMAND 
IN PIECES. T AM NOT STALLING, BUT I'M ALSO NOT 
GOING TO LET US BEGIN WITHOUT A PROPER PLAN. 


Ive got some blueprints and YOU'VE ORAWN THE JUMPSTAR PRIME | WHO.SAID THAT'S 
@ project plan here, iF you'd HULL PANEL POSTED UNDER OUR TE. WARE OF, 


fia'ta Teka @ ooh. SN New Civ Like & CAPTION sah il 
as 
IN x 


i, | THIS 15 WHAT Happens 
manana WHEN YOU START 
WRITING ON HULLS AT 


is fuse oF 
dumpster Prima's materials, without }{ Chinook insisted on that, since i's 
requiring any now Fabricetion. the name of the city we're building. 


Let 


n 
( 
a 


OH-AWESOME-THIRTY. 


EINA-AFA EAST, UINS. EMBASSY POD TWO. 


THIS PROJECT PLAN Has THE WORD 
“BISECT” IN IT. T DON'T 
LIKE THAT WORD. 


7 THe ARMORED LOZENGE DOESN'T 
IMAKE SENSE IN LOCAL GRAVITY, HALF 
THE SPACES WILL BE UPSIDE COWN, 


UPSIDE-COWN ONLY 
MATTERS IF YOU'RE 
GAZING AT THE 
SCENERY. 


TURN AROUND AND LOOK 
OUT THE WINDOW. THE SCENERY 
HERE DESERVES GAZING, 


SEE THAT? IT'S HUMBLING, AND AWE-INSPIRING, 
AND IT'S WHY THE ARCHITECT WANTS TO, 
REPURPOSE MOST OF THE POD'S HULL 

AS RETRACTABLE STORM-SHUTTERS. 


THE “ARCHITECT” 
ISA MARACA WITH 

ZERO ARTISTIC SENSE, 
‘AND A SUB-ZERO 
CONCEPT OF 


THREE DAYS LATER. 


wait outside so 
you can speak 
your mind? 


CAPTAIN LANDON 15 JUST IRRITABLE 
BECAUSE THE BATHS HERE HAVE NO 
ROOM FOR SPLASHING AROUND. 


Tweaking, and... Look 


at the picture ‘again. His mouth is grouchy, but 


th whola rest of his body is 
happior than I've over Falk it. 


J uss Emaassy, PoD TWO, IN THE CITY OF JUMPSTAR PREME. WATE fine Saou, 


T LIKE THE LAYOUT. DOES YOUR 
NEW EMBASSY QUALIFY AS 
TERRAN SOIL, OR MARTIAN 

SOIL, OR WHAT? 


\ 
ALL THE SOIL, \ 


TE he 
THE SANDS IN OUR — al 
i, 4 "s IN THE SAME CRATE. 
rae eR |p J 
rig ade one A clue mee ser on Wr aiet SERS Gene | nner ar etae howe ont 
SRS fag ou San St a Te Pe ae IF saat ihe ed Ne is 


YOU'RE TAKING A BIG CHANCE HOW DOES THE AIR 

SETTING FOOT IN OFFICIAL GET CLEARED IF 

UNS. TERRITORY. CAPTAIN LANDON 
‘ARRESTS YOU? 


IF WE'RE 
GOING TO DISCUSS MY 
“RETIREMENT WE NIGHT AS 

WELL CLEAR ALL THE AIR AT ONCE 


Arma tt 
Rae 


FT tHe poLar Poot 
WAS YOUR IDEA? 


Tf LEARNING 
TO PLAY THE 
LONG GAME 


Yourge FAMILIAR WITH 
CELESCHUL'S “SPECIAL 
ASSETS" LAW, T ASSUME? 


TO BETTER Be. 1 
WROTE THE STUPIO THING, 


THEN YOU KNEW YOU WERE BREAKING THAT'S NOT 
IT WHEN YOU LEFT RETIREMENT AND ACTUALLY HOW 
TOOK COMMAND OF A COMPANY LAW WORKS, 
(OF MERCENARIES IN SERVICE TO A 

FOREIGN POWER, 


I WROTE IT. 1 
CAN RE-WRITE IT. 


T KNOW MEMBERS OF THE 
LEGISLATURE WHO WOULD 
DISAGREE WITH YOU 
UNDER OATH. 


TRETIRED WITH A HEAD FULL OF || THEN CRIMINALS WITH AN OFFICIAL, | SO YOU KNOW THEIR | HE REMOTE-GRAFTED IT TO 
SECRETS, SO THE PRIVATE SECTOR 
WAS, BY LAW, CLOSED TO ME. 


1 SERVED 10 

MAKE MY WORLO 
SAFER. THIS WAS AN 
EASY PRICE TO PAY. 


TOP-SECRET TERAPORT WINDOW "| TORTURER CUT OFF A HEADLESS MONKEY. 
ABDUCTED ME FROM thY HOME. 18Y HEAD. 


THAT IS NEW 
THAT was 
Pee INFORMATION. 


DESPITE LEGALLY MANDATED OBLIGATIONS, THE OLD SAW STILL CUTS 
MY GOVERNMENT REMAINED SILENT, “TWO WRONGS DON'T 
‘AND NEITHER MOUNTED NOR RAKE A RIGHT. 
FUNDED MY RESCUE, 


TM HERE TODAY, IN GOOD HEALTH 
‘AND ILLEGALLY COMMANDING A IRERCENARY 

COMPANY, BECAUSE THIS COMPANY BROKE LAWS IN ORDER 
TO MAKE GOOD ON MY GOVERNMENT'S OBLIGATIONS, 


YOU AND I ARE BOTH 


—— 
UNS, EMBASSY GUEST TM UNRESTRAINED, THIS QUESTION TRADING. ) 


‘ IT IS AN 
AND TE GOT AN YOU ASK, 1 ANSWER, THEN 1 iieeonion 


OPEN-AIR BALCONY? ‘ASK AND YOU ANSWER? Teor 


Tf NOT AFRAID OF YOU, AND 
DON'T WANT YOU TO BE AFRAID OF 
ME, I WANT TO TRADE QUESTIONS. “oo 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO mY BODY? 


1 DON'T KNOW, YOU'RE ROUGHLY TWELVE MILLION 
YEARS OLD, AND I CAN ONLY ASSUME THAT QURING 
THAT TIME YOU UNDERWENT SOME 


1AM TINY, AND MY 
TATTOOS ARE GONE 


Now IT 
15 MY TURN 
AGAIN. 


IS THAT ENOUGH 
(OF AN ANSWER FOR 
IT TO BE MY TURN? 


THAT RESCUE WAS IMPRESSIVE, THIS BODY 1 AM IN may 
BUT WHAT WOULD Have BE SMALL, BUT I STILL 
HAPPENED HAD T THROWN KNOW A THING OR TWO 
YOU OFF THE BALCONY? ABOUT LEVERAGE, AND. 


1 HAVE MORE 
‘QUESTIONS. 


YOUR UNIFORM APPEARS 
LIGHT AND SNUG, YET IT 
WILL LET You FLY. 


REACTIONLESS FLIGHT. ‘0m 

as Ir onan mele 16 geine || SGn'mist 66 WeaRinis a 

BENT AT YOUR WHIM INGREDIBLY ENERGETIC AND 
COMPACT POWER SOURCE, 


RIGHT NEXT TO 
YOUR SKIN. 


1 DON'T KNOW 
THE PHYSICS. T JUST 
KNOW IT WORKS, 


THINK THERE ARE 
Five OF THEM, 


YOU SHOULD HAVE LEO WITH 
THIS SHOW OF FORCE. 


NOW 1 AM AFRAID OF YOU, 


THE... LANDSCAPE OUTSIDE 
TT iS NOT, IN FACT, AN 
ACTUAL LANDSCAPE? 


IT'S NOT A HOLOGRAM, |] IT 15 NOT, T OBSERVED 
IE THAT'S WHAT You'Re |] NO HORIZON, ANO THE 
WONDERING. VANISHING POINTS 

CURVED UP, 


WE ARE INSIDE AN 
ARTIFICIAL HABITAT? 


WE ARE. IF IT MAKES YOU FEEL ANY 
BETTER, T FIND IT PRETTY 
INTIMIDATING MYSELF, 


50 YOUR GODLIKE 


ABILITIES HAVE LIMITS. THIS 
1S A SMALL COMFORT. 


YOU POSSESS TECHNOLOGY YOU COULD DROWN. ~/ 
Wy people OnLy DIRLY Pogcar Arne) |e 
EVEN UNDERSTAND 
THE WORD “WET.” 


YOU NEED ME TO ORY OFF IN THE HALL? 


YOU 00 NOT BOTHER TO THREATEN Lr 
ME WITH IT, OR EVEN CALL ATTENTION NO, NO, CAPTAIN, 
TOM, YOU SIMPLY LET IT EXIST, AS A ORIP-ORY. TF THE URSUMAR 

SEA CREATURE MIGHT TREAT THE OCEAN, cy AIN'T HAPPY, AIN'T NOBODY HAPPY. 


CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT 
iy PEOPLE POSE NO THREAT 
TO YOU, AND YOU 

KNOW THIS 


FURTHERMORE, 
WE HAVE NOTHING 

YOU CARE TO TAKE, THE WARS T FOUGHT, 
NOR EVEN ANYTHING AND PLANNED TO SOMEDAY 
(OF VALUE TO OFFER FIGHT, ARE IRRELEVANT. 


THIS RAGE OF MINE 
1S _USELESS, 1 SUSPECT 
I SHALL SOON Be 
REPLACING IT 
WITH GRIEF. 


HE GOT ALL THAT FROM 
JUMPING OUT THE WINDOW? 


TILL QUOTE YOU WHEN T SUBMIT MY GRANT 
PROPOSAL FOR AUTO-DEFENESTRATION THERAPY. 


c U SY, JUMPSTAR WE GOT THE PATIENT TO AGREE || THE CAPTAIN ALSO TOLD ME YOU ALLOWED 
REDE UTES EUEASSY ATUMESTARERINE: TO FURTHER TREATMENT. NOW 1 |} MEMBERS OF YOUR CREW INTO MY EMBASSY, 
"JUST NEED TO FIGURE OUT 


CAPTAIN LANDON SAID YOU'VE u 
CAPTAIN LANDON SAID HOW TO ACTUALLY TREAT Hit, 


SORRY. 1 NEEDED some 
‘GRUNT-WORK DONE, AND IT 
WAS JUST THE ONE CREW 
MEMBER: SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 


TF YOU ASKED ME TO NAME JUST ONE PERSON WHO I DION'T REALIZE PETEY WAS 
COULD SIMULTANEOUSLY SERVE AS A SAFETY HAZARD, I Find the ‘AN OPTION. CAN I CHANGE 
A SECURITY ISK, AND A GENERAL NUISANCE, SERGEANT Sargeant vary easy ‘ny ANSWER? 

SCHLOCK WOULD BE MY FIRST CHOICE ta manage. 


Absolutely! “Changing your 
is the topic of the day. 


Doctor, this is the 
piace oF Uog’s brain 
that noads fueaking. 


THAT'S BURIED 
PRETTY DEEPLY. 


It is a read-only personality $0 17'S NOT SECURE 
plement, and is linkad to GNOUEH TO PRSIAT 
several momotic self-destruct | 1] Yegua tre 


paths. Profty secure, really. 


i 
Wee) 
T have mappad 


@ procedure that 
will safely excise 


Fow things are. 


TTS A SHAME MY EMBASSY 
DION'T MAKE THAT LIST. 


PETEY, THIS NODE SHOULD HAVE PREVENTED ] OBVIOUSLY, BUT THAT'S NOT MY POINT, Z don't think “control” is 
VOG FROM CHOOSING TO BE TREATED. the right word. 


Its purpose is eA a \ 
Fader neil TIE 1 STAB YOUR HOLOGRAM WITH 
THIS SCALPEL, WILL YOU 00 ME A 


Truce mean folprevent WHEs VOG DECIDED TO LET Me 
twas meant to prevant Vou : FAVOR AND PRETEND TO GleeD? TvE 


From turning against his creator 


YOU WERE IN CONTROL OF HIS MIND. 


I plantad @ squad oF 
niierabols on Sorgoant 

Schlock, hon ho saved 

ag Eram that jump 

nny "bola TransForrad 

across and want 

fa work. 


Pf tow can we stop 


profending you're 


Thay Found the “xenophobic ding ou 
saldior” nade in his brain, and cutting ma? 
buil some paths araund it 
Thoy did not decide anything 
For him. They simply gave him 
access ta mare options. 


Tt was a simple, 
temporary hack that 
allowed Uog to assert }/ NOT Yer. 1 WANT TO CARVE 
control over his “I WILL NOT PLAY GOD ON 
‘own dastiny. DOCTOR BUNNIGUS" INTO YOUR 
I\ FLUFFY, HOLOGRAPHIC BUNS. 


DOCTOR, I GET WHAT HE'S THIS RECKLESS GODLING 
SAYING. AS MUCH AS IT PAINS | HACKED THE BRAIN OF YOUR 
V] | GUEST, AND THEN HACKED 
PLEASE DON'T TELL V/|| INTO YOUR EMBASSY TO SHOW 
OFF HOW EASILY HE CAN 
WITH PETEY! RE-WRITE OUR MINDS. 


4 


%) 


e) 


- ¢ 


WE CAN CONTINUE THIS 

DISCUSSION AS SOON AS YOU 

STOP THREATENING ME WITH 
YOUR SCALPEL, 


IN EVERY MEASURABLE RESPECT, PETEY APPEARS 
TO BE WORKING ON OUR BEHALF, AND TO 


His METHODS ARE 
ANNOYING, AND 1'm 

UNCOMFORTABLE AT THE THE PERSONA HE PRESENTS IS STRIKINGLY 

THOUGHT OF THE POWER’ “HUMAN,” ANO ALTHOUGH T KNOW THAT'S AN 

HE WIELDS, BUT T'VE BEEN ILLUSION TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION, T TRUST 
DOING SOME RESEARCH...) THE UNSEEN HYPER-MIND BEHIND THE FURRY FACE. 


What if T'm actually 
Hike this? 


~ 
es ea 


YOUR FUZZY AVATAR IS 
EVERY LAST KIND OF INSUFFERAGLE, 


‘THE WAY I SEE IT, DOCTOR, 
PETEY GAVE YOU AND VOS 
A CHANCE TO 00 
SOMETHING 

6000. 


L ASSUME THAT 


BETEY DIO NOT PLACE 
'BOTS IN YOUR BRAIN, 
50 YOU GET TO CHOOSE 
WHETHER OR NOT TO 
FOLLOW THROUGH. 


Your brain is working corracty. 
Ail T need to do is explain 
things to you, and you'll ba 

able ta mako the right choice. 


THIS IS NOT BRINGING 
ME AROUND TO 
YOUR SIDE. 


IE you're not ready 
For the Full explanation I 
can pratend to bleed again. 


You's Family had their last major crisis 
at about tha sama fimo your ancestors 


wore leaving the orangutan Family, 


The Bradicor civilization on Ghanj-Rho 
had fang since Fractured and collapsed, 
survived only by a handPul of Bradicor 
uuith oxtroma longevity treatments. 


a7 WE 


Ria 


Tt billed three-quartors 
of tha longevity tribe 
before they subdued 


Unable to reason with if, and 
unwilling to ill it, thoy resorted to 

using the Fow brain modification 
technologies still available ta thom, 


Thay disconnected the 
brain, and surrounded 
that structure with brain 
matter thay contributed. 


Tho amalgam that quoho was; 
the “Vog” you used fo know, 


Over time his war-adapted Foatyras 
were reabsorbed, or simply amputated. 


THAT'S NOT REALLY 
DIFFERENT FROM 
KILLING Hid 


Correct. They know 
this, and in order to 
live'with their actions, 
all but one of these 
Bradicor doloted their 
memories oF what 
thoy'd dane. 


THOSE ABILITIES SOUND 
PRETTY USEFUL, 


The sola momentor 
opt the mamory 
repressed, cordoned 
off From the rest 
oF his brain. 


How many different ways could you 
got rich by abusing that power? 


I DON'T THINK 
THAT WAY, PETEY. 


THIS PROCEOURE WILL 
BE A LITTLE IT LIKE 
RESURRECTING A 
MURDER VICTIM 


COLO, BuT THE KiLLeRs || Eleven million years, Doctor. 
ARE STIL: ALN The hatchet wes buried, and the hole was 
subducted, turning the axe and half a 
continent into magma. 


a 


After elavan 
nillign yoars? IP's THIS LONGEVITY THING 
@ proty cold case. IS GOING TO GET WEIRD. 


TF you want any time, any 
Foal time, you're going to 
hood assistance. 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP, 
PETEY. FOR VOG'S BRAIN, - 
‘AND FOR THE CLARITY. 


You're welcome, 
Fimbassedor. 


“ANY TIME" FROM YOU. 
SUGGESTS THAT You'Re 
NOT DONE DELIVERING 
UNSOLICITED ASSISTANCE, 


CALL AHEAD, OR WE'LL USE 
YOUR HOLOGRAM AS A PINATA. 


SERGEANT, 1 HAVE A | wrpic ji 
AERORINT LIVE A | “This is my direct Comm | She's inviting me 2,20,NOr THINK 
TOR YOu rkom | code. You will use it to over! I bet Ere rea eee aoe 
SHON GEOM | Caiime before you stop | got anew cook! AM IMAT NOTE, 
BALAMAMIN, by my embassy,” ae AS 


I DIDN'T NEED IT DONE BETTER 
T NEEDED IT DONE BY 
‘SOMEONE OTHER 


JLHAD AN ARGUMENT WITH WHOM T COMMUNE ARE IMAGINARY. 
BETEY, BUT MMY HUSBAND, THE 

REVEREND MASTER OF COMMUNING PETEY 1S DIFFERENT, AND YOU 
WITH GODS WASN'T THERE TO BACK ME UP, MANAGE HIM FAR BETTER THAN I. 


NOT MY FAVORITE PART OF THE 
MARRIAGE CONTRACT, BUT YEAH, 
THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN MY JOB. 


MILLION YEARS AGO. Ls 


ARE WE PUTTING THINGS 

IN OUR BRAINS THAT WL 
910 YOu FIND COME BACK TO CRAZY US 
AWAY TO HELP HIM? UP IN A SILLIONTY YEARS? 


WHAT IF RELIGION IS ONE OF 
(\| Hose mnese 


IN 


PROBABLY. THAT'S WHY T HOOOOKEY... IT'S 
CHOOSE TO WORSHIP A GOD TIME FOR LESS GOD, 
WHO HELPS PEOPLE CHANGE ‘AND MORE CHOCOLATE, 


Longevity concerns are playing aut 
a milion timas a day across very 
civilization we've touched. 


People are arguing 
ably, though? 


Hoh. Lot's give Collapse into @ groady, vialont 
peace a chance. §=— | rush For limited resources? 


The optimism in hore 
is kind of stifling. I'm 
Ai chance ta do what? bing fn po look of the ster: 


THAT'S A GOOD QUESTION, 
MAYOR UNUAIVYA INVITED SEVERAL , 7 
SRE, EXPEDITIONS OF SCIENCE TOURISTS TO Aut ANREP PETER ONE 
EXPLORE EINA-AFA'S WILDERNESS, THEY'LL Be Fd 
USING JUMPSTAR PRIME AS A HOME BASE. 


HOW many pcon.e 
[ARE IN THESE EXPEDITIONS? 


THIS 1S THE “ASK THE RIGHT. 
QUESTION’ TRAINING GAME." 


‘ARE THESE ACTUAL EXPEDITIONS, 
ORGANIZED WITH TRAINED 
SUPPORT STAFF, SECURITY, 
AND EMERGENCY SERUCES? 


BUT THAT'S 
THE RIGHT 
GUESTION. 


WE'RE NEITHER 
EQUIPPED NOR 
TRAINED TO 
PROVIDE THAT, 
COMMODORE 


THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT T TOLO MAYOR UNUAIYYA AND THE COUNCIL. 
THEY SAID THEY'O ALREADY SOLVED THAT PROBLEM BY LEASING THREE 
HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN PODS TO VARIOUS 

“ENTREPRENEURIAL CAMP FOLLOWERS." 


IS THIS THE “UTTER THE APPROPRIATE SON OF A 
POLITE-COMPANY CURSE" TRAINING GAME? Scar suck Surry 
SERGEANT 


WILL ARRIVE TOMORROW AT 1100. JESSE 
THROWN DOWN THE GAUNTLET. PERFECT MARKS, CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, 


TT 1s, NOW THAT YOu'vE 


JUMPSTAR PRIME IS GOING TO BE REBORN AS 
SOMETHING A FRONTIER BOOM TOWN 
SIRED ON A TOURIST TRAP. 


EXPLICIT AND 
ACCURATE, COMMANDER 
SHODAN. YOUR POINT? 


WE'RE GOING TO NEED 
LAW ENFORCEMENT. 


SPOKEN LIKE 
AN ENTHUSIASTIC 
VOLUNTEER. 


‘LDIONT REALIZE THIS WAS THE 
“DON'T ACCIDENTALLY VOLUNTEER 
FOR SOMETHING" GAME, 


THE MAYORAL COUNCIL 
RATIFIED THE MARINERS 

ACCORDS, OPTION F, FOR 
USE AS CITY ORDINANCES. 


COMMANDER SHODAN, 
YOUR PLATOON 15 NOW 
QEPUTIZED FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT DUTIES, 


yY THOSE SCIENCE TOURISTS ARE GOING TO 
NEED HORE THAN POLIGING. THEY'RE 
GOING TO NEED SEARCH ANO RESCUE. 


GOOD CATCH, WE'LL ROLL 
THAT UNDER LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
IF YOUR PEOPLE ARE UP TO IT. 


1 JUST VOLUNTEERED AGAIN. 


YOU'RE NOT VERY GOOD AT 
THIS GAME, COMMANDER, 


If 


SETTING ASIDE THE VOLUNTEER HUMOR, 
HOW MUCH LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EXPERIENCE DOES OUR 
COMPANY REALLY HAVE? 


wo 


WE'VE WORKED. 
SECURITY CONTRACTS 
BEFORE. WE'LL BE FINE. 


HE SAID THAT WITH A 
STRAIGHT FACE, 


(Gey | We Mave A LOT OF MONEY 
Ry | AT IT, EVEN AFTER DEDUCTING THE 
H | PENALTIES FoR COLLATERAL DAMAGE. 


T SPENT ALMOST TWENTY YEARS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT. Jil] YOU MIGHT BE SURPRISED BY 
NOTHING ABOUT THIS COMPANY SUGGESTS THAT WE WHAT WEVE GOT ON OUR 
HAVE ANY EXPERTISE WHATSOEVER IN THAT FIELO. RESUME, CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, 


EVADING AND/OR IMPERSONATING 
POLICE OFFICERS ARE THINGS THAT GO 
ON A CRIMINAL RECORD, NOT A RESUME, 


WE HAVE A CONTRACT TO PROMIDE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT SERVICES HERE, CAPTAIN, 
HOW WOULD YOU FULFIL THAT 
OBLIGATION? 


. 
1woue uacowrrcr 10 arian 


BUT THEN TH 


BE GETTING 


THE HONEY WE WANTED. 


Lee 


IVE SEEN THE COMPANY 
ACCOUNTS, WE CAN AFFORD 
TO NOT WORK FOR A WHILE, 


BUT THAT WILL LEAVE ALL OUR 
GRUNTS WITH NOTHING TO 00. 


THEN WE SHOULD 
HIRE A LAW ENFORCEMENT FIRM 
THAT HAS PLENTY OF FIREPOWER, 


20 YOU HAVE A 
SUBCONTRACTOR 
IN MIND, CAPTAIN 


¢ 
WF sexcun ecaor. 


YOUR FORMER EMPLOYER. 


THEY PROBABLY WON'T 
HOLD THAT AGAINST US, 


FROM WHOM WE 
LIBERATED" A 
‘GUNSHIP, 


I HEARD THAT THEY LOST THE 
HAVEN HIVE CONTRACT EIGHT 
DAYS LATER, 


IF THEY LET A GOOD GRUDGE 
(CHASE OFF BETTER MONEY, THEN 
THEY'RE NOT WHO WE WANT. 


“JUMPSTAR PRIME FABRICATION FACILITY THREE. You okay, 


NO. 1 NEED You 
TO KILL A SPIDER, 


= Para? 
Reporting Fors 


xo f iw) 
<< oS] 


CALLED SO 1 
Im here because the COULD MAKE THE 


Commander called. Some ume LITTLE SPIDER 
um little spider is 
your problem, Corporal. 


YOUR PROBLEM, 


() Cy 
a Do you hate books, or 
THATS wHaT THaT 1, seroeanT. | [Og te cid you just overshoot? 


You're lucky I'm not 
alowed to use 


Finished. 7 


Please tell me you have 
more toys For me to Kil. 


‘Your crupt spicier robot cicin’t seem 
fike it was built For reading sturF. 


ecially not 
Rise aE, 


Alto, ke fe Imew what 
was would you program 
3 iibrarian to bear me in hairs 


REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED. 
TO THE TINTH-PHILKRA LIBRARY? 


aitearian Chat (bur a 


bunch oF books that one time? 


THE ROBOT WAS STRONG AND 
STURDY BECAUSE IT HAD TO ae 
ABLE TO SHIFT THOUSANDS 
OF KILOS OF OAFAN’ 
CRver TUBES, 


TEARING YOU IN HALE WAS 
JUST A HAPPY SIDE EFFECT. 


SAW YOUR FACE. 
YOU LOVED STRESS-TESTING 
‘OUR PROJECT. 


Massey explained 
“bad precedents’ to me. 
I think I'm starting to get 
what he was talking about. 


| still don't understand 
your library spicier 
knew "how to Fight. 


Seems like stupid, 
turing a mess of killer 
robots loose in the Godwall. 


WE'RE NOT TURNING 
ANYTHING LOOSE, 


THAT WASN'T AN 
AUTONOMOUS ROBOT. IT 
WAS A MINDLESS CRONE, 


Thank you For the 
bout, Sargeant. I 
haven't had @ 
‘good Fight in 


Seems like stupic, 

turning a mess of Killer 
robots over to the Goddess 
of Bart, Wind, and Plumbing. 


YES. WE NEED A POLICE FORCE FOR AN 
INSTANT CITY ON THE EINA-AFA INTERIOR 


‘THE SANCTUM ADROIT COMMAND CRUISER SEQUOTA, NEAR CELGATE. 


WELCOME AgoaRO. 
TAM COLONEL 
MENENDEZ, 


T UNDERSTAND YOU HAVE 
‘AN OFFER TO EXTEND, 
MISTER REYNSTEIN. 


WE HAVE PRINCIPLES. 

WE DON'T OO “COMPANY 

TOWN" ENFORCEMENT. ’ 
. 


MASSEY REYNSTEIN, 
‘CORPORATE ATTORNEY, 


T1'S NOT A COMPANY TOWN. YOU'VE BUILT A CITY THE CITY IS INSIDE THE STATION, PERCHED Jf A THOUSAND... 1 AM 
THE STATION INTERIOR 1S FOR EXPLORING A ‘ON A WALL A THOUSAND KILOMETERS HAVING TROUBLE 


GOING TO BECOME A SPACE STATION? ABOVE THE INTERIOR SURFACE PICTURING THAT. 
DESTINATION FOR 


SCIENCE TOURISTS. WHAT IS EINA-AFA? 


YOU'RE IN A HURRY. HOW SOON FLATTERING, BUT WHAT ABOUT 


\& DOES BIDDING CLOSE? DUE DILIGENCE? 


WE NEED LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR A CITY WHOSE 
YOURS WILL BE THE ONLY BID. 

POPULATION 1S ABOUT TO JUMP FROM LESS THAN 

TWO HUNDRED TO OVER TWENTY THOUSAND. We WANT SANCTUN ADROMT, 


WHAT ABOUT "NAME 
YOUR PRICE, THE TOURISTS 
BEGIN ARRIVING IN EIGHTEEN HOURS?" 


IF 1 UNDERSTAND YOU CORRECTLY, OUR BID 


MUST INCLUDE ONE INSTANT LEO PRECINCTORY, 


FULLY LOADED, WITH EXPEDITED DELIVERY, AND’ 
THE "STOP ASKING QUESTIONS" SURCHARGE. 


SLAP NUMBERS ON 
IT AND LET'S SIGN. 


Hl 


YOU HAVEN'T SEEN 
THE NUMBERS, 


1. KNOW WHAT 
NUMBERS LOOK LIKE, 


HOW MUCH MONEY 20. 
YOU ACTUALLY HAVE? 


1 KNOW WHAT ALL THE 
NUMBERS LOOK LIKE. 


THIS NEGOTIATION SEEMS ODD 
TO ME. WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
IF OUR BID CARE IN AT A 
BILLION QUADRILLION 
KILO-CREDS? 


I WOULD CAUTION YOU 
ABOUT ACCEPTING THAT 
MUCH MONEY ALL 


HAVING THAT MUCH 
MONEY MEANS NEEDING 
‘A MAIOR MILITARY POWER 
TO WATCH YOUR BACK. 


BUT... YOU ACTUALLY HAVE THAT 


WAIT... MASSEY REYNSTEIN. T've |] THAT'S RIGHT! YOU WON YOUR CLIENT 
HEARD YOUR NAME BEFORE ‘A CONTRACT TO SHOOT PARTNERSHIP 
‘COLLECTIVE ATTORNEY DRONES, 


PERHAPS FROM 
NEWS COVERAGE OF ‘, 

THE PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE AND THEY GET A BOUNTY FOR 
PENALTY PHASE SETTLEMENT. DOING SO. YES, THAT WAS ME. 


HOW HAS THAT 


WORKED OUT? 


LE 


THE COLLECTIVE HAS 
DONE AN ADMIRABLE 
JOB OF STAYING. 
FAR, FAR AWAY FROM 
US FOR YEARS NOW. 


WE HAVE A COLLECTIVE 
DRONE ON RETAINER, 


ENTICING. 00 
YOU HAVE JANITORIAL 
‘STAFF ON DUTY? 


sanctum aorors Bi. |] arparenny massey stot J)]] 010 He SEND ANY ADDITIONAL DETAILS? 
THEIR ATTORNEY. Because 1 Sti) CAN'T SEE HOW THAT 
InasseY UST SENT TACTIC WOULD WORK 


PEE A, 
THEM THIS LOW: YOU CAN SEE THAT. 


(OH, HERE'S THE 
CLAUSE THAT EXPLAINS 
THE GREAT RATE 
WERE GETTING. 


WE WILL Be 
TRANSFERRING THE 

BALANCE OF THE PARTNERSHIP 
COLLECTIVE PENALTY COLLECTION 
CONTRACT OVER TO SANCTUM ADROIT. 


FINANCIALLY, THIS 

WORKS Our HEALY 

IN OUR FAVOR, BUT 
IF STILL STINGS. 


I NEVER GOT TO SHOOT 
‘AN ATTORNEY DRONE, 


Me NEITHER 1 
THINK T MIGHT 
ACTUALLY CRY. 


THERE, THERE, CAPTAIN. WE HAVE LONG LIVES AHEAD 
OF US. YOU PROBABLY HAVE CENTURIES TO CHECK 
“SHOOT AN ATTORNEY DRONE" OFF YOUR 
BUCKET LIST. 


OA FUTURE WITHOUT 
ATTORNEY DRONES? 


WHAT IF THE FUTURE WE'RE BUILDING 
DOESN'T HAVE ATTORNEY ORONES IN IT? 


T'va_warbucked hwo hundred and thirtean Long Gun Corvettes, and 
fwice as many depot vessols ta keep them Fed and happy. 


Those three annie plants T've cleanad up throo more of those crusty 
are wonderful, Eina-Afa has a ‘old Dafan Fabbers, and they're spitting aut 
proper defense network now, passive sensors with hypernet nodes. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON THE )| THE "VERY DANGEROUS" NAME STILL FITS. | Two hundred and thirtoon simultaneous kill shats, 

DEPLOYIENT OF YOUR VERY || ON A SNe ee HOU OE Fired through pinholes in the Fabric of the 

‘OWN “VERY DANGEROUS COE a corse baryonic: plane. 
T look at what I've 
built, and oven 
T wouldn't try to 


attack me. 
- 


Passive nodes, Hovyn. 
All thoy da is call 
fergats For tha LGCs. 


Fine, T') grant 
“Vary Dangerous.” 


Hore and there. MosHy “there,” though. 
Ningty-nine-point-lots-of-nines percent 
of the galaxy is amphy blacknoss, 
parfact For hiding the nodes 

of my defense nohwork. 


CHINOOK, YOU CAN LITERALLY 
SHOOT ANYTHING YOU CAN SEE. ENNESBY 
AND LOTA BOTH DEMONSTRATED THAT 

‘THIS ISA TERRIFYING OFFENSIVE WEAPON, 


Don't worry. IF I so much 
as threaten to use the 
L6Cs offensively, people 
will take thom away 


YOUR ARGUMENT SOUNDS LIKE “I WON'T 
SHOOT YOU BECAUSE T CON'T WANT 
TO LOSE ANY OF MY SHINY BULLETS." 


Exactly. People will rolax whon thoy 
soe that T want fo have the weapons 
more than T want to use thom. 


WHATS THE DEFENSE PLAN Miso, T'va daplayod tha patra 
squadrons that my predecessor 

ESESSSIN TEE SYSTERE. ialized, plus a Few more that 
7 || 1 built From scratch. 


The passive array nodes 
‘are vary hard ta spot. 


“IVE DEFENDED MY 
EYES! IS NOT THE 
SAME AS A PLAN 

TO MAKE DO 
WITHOUT EVES. 


You might as woll be asking 
“What's your plan For victory 
iF you got doFoatod?” 


THAT'S A FAIR QUESTION. 
DO YOU HAVE AN ANSWER? 


You and I both live here. “ihat T'm backed up. I 

will wo do if we dio?" is kind would re-instantiate in 

of a silly question. gach of the remaining 
Long Gun Corvettes, 


YES, BUT WOULD YOU OIE IF 
YOUR DEFENSES FAILED, AND 
THE STATION WAS DESTROYED? 


Thon my Float of THAT WENT TO 
murder ships would 
hunt your killers. until 
doaths, or the 
haat death oF 
the universe, 


T came From a dark 
place. IF everyone I love 
‘gets killed, I'l go back. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE YOUR 
AFFECTIONS FOR US COULD 
BE USED AGAINST YOU, 


Havyn, I'm an improved 
iteration oF the tactical 
genius you built. T know 
whore my weaknesses are. 


THAT DOESN'T Have Sergeant Schlock tell you about 


ANSWER THE his Fight with the crypt spider. 
‘QUESTION. , 
\ 


THAT gAIses 
A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT QUESTION. 


TELL Me AgouT Your AcTIMTES 
sear arag ee eso exon ee 
VENTURA’S CRYPT SPIDERS? REPHRASE MYSELF. “ai 


YOU ENIOYED. 


‘You serior officers are aetting 
good at crimping all my wiggle room. 


CORPORAL, DID YOU gust 
‘TAKE COVER BEHIND mY 
GIRLFRIEND? 


TT WAS COMMANDER 
FOXWORTHY'S IDEA. THis 
WAY THEY CAN'T RUN 
AROK IF SOMETHING 
‘GOES WRONG, 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK TELLS ME THAT ALL 
YOUR CRYPT SPIDERS WILL DOUBLE AS 
BOOTS-ON-THE-GROUND 
COMBAT DRONES 

FOR CHINOOK. 


~ NO, SHE TOOK 
2 COVER BEHIND Hee 
COMMANDING OFFICER, 


YOUR FACE IS SAYING 
"YES BUT I REALLY 
OON'T WANT TO” 


EITHER THAT OR YOUR 
COMM FEED HAS 
FROZEN, 


CAPTAIN, DARLING, 
90 YOU AND T NEED’ 10 
HAVE ANOTHER DISCUSSION 
"ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN YOUR GIRLFRIEND 
‘AND A FELLOW OFFICER? 


THERE'S LOTS OF 
"FROZEN" HERE, 


FING 01 CHINOOK HAS CREATED A FORMIDABLE DEFENSE NETWORK OUTSIDE 
SRTECINS WITH TES SMM OOORE: THe STATION. WITH HER FLEET OF LONG-GUN CORVETTES SHE 

CAN FIRE ON AGGRESSIVE INTERLOPERS FAR MORE 

EFFECTIVELY THAN WE CAN. 


COMMANDER FOXWORTHY HAS PLACED 

THE CRYPT SPIDERS UNDER CHINOOK'S 

CONTROL, THESE LIBRARIANS ARE COMBAT-CAPABLE, 
‘AND DOUBLE AS A RESERVE CIML DEFENSE FORCE 


TM NOT SURE WHAT 1'0 
D0 WITH A VACATION, 


mnassey vas vigeo sancrum aogomt YL, 10 sunmaaize, we Have successruLy 
FOR Lal ENFORCEMENT Seqnces 


RENDERED OURSELVES SUPERFLUOUS, 
HERE IN JUMPSTAR PRIME. THEY ARRIVE 


WITH THE FIRST WAVE OF TOURIST. UNTIL THE CRYPT SPIDERS GIVE US 
SOMETHING INTERESTING TO INVESTIGATE, 
WE ARE ON VACATION, 


YOU'D PROBABLY SPEND 
IT BAILING OUR SOLDIERS 
OUT OF SANCTUM ADROIT'S 
JAIL CELLS. 


YOURE SUBGESTING 
WE SHOULD LOOK 
FOR WORK? 


NO. THE COMMODORE IS ABOUT TO TELL 
US HE'S FOUND WORK, AND WE SHOULD BE 
HAPPY TO MISS OUT ON A TEDIOUS, 
EXPENSIVE VACATION, 


WHAT HAVE YOU ‘A GOOD MILL INSSION. GOOP WILL MISSIONS DON'T || IF THERE'S ENOUGH LEFT OF THAT 

LINED UP FoR Us, }} | REMEMBER THAT BUUTHAND! } | BEGIN WITH A PROCLAMATION || BUUTHAND! FOR US TO VISIT, THAT MEANS 

COMMODORE? YOU SHOT uP? THAT THE PROBLEM HERE THE UNS. DID NOT sHooT IT uP ENOUGH, 
1S NOT YOUR FAULT. AND THAT IS VERY MUCH NOT 


WE DIDN'T SHOOT IT UP. 
AUNS, FLEET SHOT IT UP. 


THE UNS. ATTACK RUPTURED THE BUUTHANDI, SO WERE SUPPOSED TO EVACUATE THE 
TURNING WHAT USED TO BE A BALLOON REST OF THEME 
‘AROUND A STAR INTO MILLIONS OF 

SOLAR SAILS. 


RESCUE MISSIONS 
WERE LALINCHED FROM OTHER 
BUUTHANOI. ALL BUT A TINY FEW OF 
THE PODS AFFIMED TO THESE SAILS 
WERE SAFELY EVACUATED. 

SURE. THAT WOULD BE 
A GREAT SOLUTION. LET'S 

CALL THAT “PLAN A* 


‘ALSO KNOWN AS *ABLATIVE ARMOR THAT 
PROBABLY WON'T PROTECT PLAN 8” 


PLAN B ALWAYS TAKES A BULLET 
FOR PLAN C. THAT'S WHY THE ALPHABET 
HAS MORE THAN THREE LETTERS. 


THE BUUTHAND! HAD BEEN STABLE FOR MILLENNIA 
PRIOR TO THE UNS. ATTACK, SO THE INHABITANTS 
DION'T HAVE EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

FOR A DISASTER OF THAT SCALE 


OURING THE CHAOS 
‘ONE CLUSTER OF 


PODS RESISTED 
et EVACUATION, 
zi 


TE AS SST Sin || eine SEER NRE 
Sd eh 

nde oben 

Be Waka Ae 


ARE WE BRAINSTORMING? OKAY. 
T'h OPEN TO MORE SUGGESTIONS 
FOR THIS GOOD WILL MISSION, 


PueNa-cuuneis, THE I 7 BEeN elon nouns, 
poe 


THE QUARTERMASTER-IN-CHIEF 
DISRANTLED BOTH OF OUR TURNKEY 
PRECINCTORIES FOR UPGRADES. THE COMPONENTS 
‘ARE STILL SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE DEPOT. 


ASSEMBLE IT WHILE 
WE TRAVEL, 


THIS IS NOT A MOBILE 
DEPOT, MISTER REYNSTEIN, 


COLONEL, WE'RE TRACKING AN EIGHT- 
KILOMETER SPHERICAL ARTIFACT ON AN 
INTERCEPT VECTOR 


GINDERCONE'S LAW: ANYTHING. 
WHOSE LONGEST DIMENSION 15 Less 
THAN EIGHT KILOMETERS 1S MOBILE. 


THE ROUND-TRIP WILL TAKE 
TWENTY-TWO HOURS. CAN 
YOUR DEPOT BE ABSENT 
FROM THE CELGATE SECTOR 
FOR THAT LONG? 


YOU REALLY DO INTEND TO 
CARRY OUR. ENTIRE DEPOT 
TO EINA-AFA AND BACK 
JUST TO SAVE A LITTLE THE? 


HOW MUCH CRIME CAN A CITY OF TWENTY THOUSAND 
COMMIT DURING EACH HOUR IN WHICH THERE 1S 
ZERO LAW ENFORCEMENT PRESENCE? 


(OUR UNDERWRITERS HAVE A FORMULA 
FOR THAT, BUT IT'S COMPLICATED. 


I BELIEVE THE VERY EXISTENCE 
‘OF THAT FORMULA VALIDATES 
‘MY INTENT, 


ISSUE AN ALL-COMM, 
SERGEANT. WE'RE GOING 
TO SPEND A DAY AS CARGO. 


LL ASSUME YOU'RE DOING WELL 
FOR YOURSELF IN THE 
MERCENARY BUSINESS 


THIS CARGO VESSEL, CINDERCONE... IT'S ENORMOUS, 
AND SEEMS A LITTLE EXTRAVAGANT 
WHERE DID YOU GET I 


Holla, Colonel. IF's a 
pleasure to soo 


you again. 


orwves ee Ail ReruashEo : 
lel! enough. 
OPRAN ANTIGUSS. My hull is worth 


THE PLEASURE IS MINE, 
CINDY. YOUR NEW AVATAR 
1S VERY DIGNIFIED. 


a million Himes your 


THE PILOT IS AN AJ. YOUVE ALREADY MET, SHE USED f 
company’s gross receipts. 


TO GO BY “BRISTLECONE," BUT ANSWERS TO *CINDY" NOW. 


‘JUMPSTAR PRIME JA 1 SEE LOTS OF EASY MARKS, SEPPY. 
isi [>> a 
% im 
ae a EA 
Tae 4 (Scan AGecs. HOw 
eS IGT 


LONG ENOUGH FOR 

A HAUL OF FAT WALLETS 

‘AND JUICY HANOBRAINS. 
LET'S BEGIN, 


PAINTING FAT AND 
‘JUICY TARGETS IN 
YOUR HUD NOW, 
HEATFINGER. 


TILL HIT THE LOOKY-LOOS FIRST. GO 
SPREAD YOUR WINGS BY THE RAL 


rey 
CAS ey 
a 
SELB, 


ve 


YES, FULL PRECINCTORY, X 
FLANKED BY A SQUACRON af 
‘OF SCOOTER BEA 


“iy 
YOURE THE ONE WHO sao 


ALS “LONG ENOUGH" WITHOUT 


Bates SPITTING OVER YOUR SHOULDER. 


WELCOME, COLONEL HOW || WE HAVEN'T DEPLOYED OuR 


‘COUNCIL CONSERVATORY, CAPITOL POD, JUMPSTAR PRIME. GUCROTMLESCUNEE benoy || CAPeANDULcOTARD Brienpe YET, 
TO “FIGHT CRIME" HERE IN || BUT THE CRIME FIGHTING HAS 


‘OUR SHINY NEW CIT¥2 ALREADY BEGUN, 


MAYOR UNUIAYYA, DISTINGUISHED 
COUNCILOR, THIS IS COLONEL 
MENENDEZ OF SANCTUM ADROIT. 


WE CRUNCHED THE PUBLIC SURVEILLANCE 
TAKEN DURING OUR PRECINTORY'S 
ARRIVAL, THE RESULTS WERE 
ENLIGHTENING. 


‘OF THE THREE THOUSAND INDIVIDUALS 
SURVEILLED, SIXTEEN SHOWED DISMAY. 
ONCE THE SANCTUM ADROIT FLAG WAS VISIBLE. 


ELEVEN OF THOSE SIXTEEN 
INDIMOUALS DISCREETLY FLED 
PUBLIC VIEW. EIGHT OF THE 
ELEVEN HAVE ALREADY 
LEFT EINA-AFA 


YOU ASKED IF WE'RE READY TO FIGHT CRIME? 
GLB ANSWERS ASIDE, WE'VE ALREADY BEGUN, 
AND WE APPEAR TO'BE WINNING. 


THE ORDINANCES YOU'VE LAID OuT 
FOR ENFORCEMENT ARE GOOD, BUT 
YOU CONT APPEAR TO HAVE A 
JUDICIARY IN PLACE YET. 


‘AH. WE THOUGHT THAT WAS 
SOMETHING YOU WOULD HANDLE, 


THE LIBERTIES OF YOUR CIVILIAN POPULATION WILL BE 
BETTER PROTECTED IF THE ARRESTING OFFICER, THE 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY, AND THE JUDGE ARE 

NOT ON THE SAME PAYROLL. 


ALSO, WE LOST THE SERVICES OF 
THE PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE 
ONCE We BEGAN HUNTING 
THEIR ATTORNEY ORONES 

FOR BOUNTIES. 


MURTAUGH! MASSEY NEEDS 
YOUR HELP IN THE 
‘CAPITOL POD. 


‘APPARENTLY WE 
NEED TO HACK TOGETHER 
‘A JUDICIARY BRANCH. 


‘enough chainsaws For everybod! 


BBY, TAKE MURTAUGH'S "TOONS ON ME! BIG RED 
BLATOONS AND REPORT 15 TRADING US TO THE 
TO CAPTAIN ANDREYASN, (CHROME COME. 


BIG RED WOULD 
BE MURTAUGH, AND 
CHROME COME IS 
ANDREVASN... WHAT'S 

MY NICKNAME? 


90 YOU NEED A MOMENT TO 
ESTABLISH AN ALIBI? 


TM EVALUATING 
NY OPTIONS FOR PLAUSIBLE 
DENIABILITY, SIR 


YES SIR, COMMODORE. 


MAKE A HOLE FOR me, }) 
‘CORPORAL. 


STRAIGHT AHEAD, 
CAPTAIN. DO YOU NEED. 
A LIFT BACK TO THE CITY? 


NO THANK YOU, CORPORAL, 
CAN FALL ALL THE WAY 
‘THERE WITHOUT ANY HELP. 


I OON'T GET 10 
DEPLOY Out, SO 1 MIGHT 
‘AS WELL DEPLOY BACK, 


We WILL BE MAKING A 
QUICK RUN TO CELGATE 
BEFORE WE DEPLOY. 


CINDY NEEDS To puT THE 
SANCTUM ADROIT DEPOT BACK 
WHERE SHE FOUND IT. 


HOW *QUICK" 1S 
THIS RUN, THURL? 


ELEVEN HOURS IN, TWENTY 
MINUTES TO MAKE THE DROP, 
ELEVEN HOURS BACK OMT. 


5O.. “QUICK" LIKE SPACE TRAVEL, 
NOT *QUICK" LIKE TOAST. 


TILL SIGNAL BROKEN WIND. TF THEY'RE 
RIDING WITH US, IT WILL BE ANOTHER 

DAY BEFORE THEY CAN GET STARTED 

(ON THE ACTUAL MISSION, 


Tafa and I just 
discussed this. He's 
briofing the Commodore. 


The Commodore says 
they'll ride along and 
hoop us company. 


THAT WAS Quick 
LIKE TOAST. LET'S GO. 


THIS EXCLUSION ZONE SEEMS 
BUSY. IS THE C.OS. RUNNING 
‘AN EXERCISE OUT HERE? 


riod fo ask, but a vary 
Powerful hypernade jammor 
just Fired up nearby. 


This isn't an 
exercise. We're 
boing painted. 


IS THE TOAST METAPHOR GOING TO 
PLAY IN OUR FAVOR HERE? 


TOAST /$ DEFINITELY 
ON SOMEBODY'S MENU. 


coy, wHat age || Twonty-hwo vessels, with enough T'm nat an idiat. | | RADIO JAMMING WOULD HAVE TO ORIGINATE 
WE UP AGAINST? 4 | Firepower to Finish us off quickly Radio is also INSIDE OUR HOLD TO BLOCK A 
we don't Fight back. I can't reach boing jammed. CALL TO THE FLAGSHIP. 
Broken Wind in our hold to 
coordinate a defense, 


HYPERNET JAMMING SHOULON'T 
AFFECT RADIO. 


THURL, OROP A MOBILE ERGY! EMERGENCY DEPLOYMENT. HOSTILES DOWN IN JUMP FIRST. ASK HOW 
COMMAND UNIT INTO. THE DEPOT, GRAB AN INCU DRONE AND THE FIRE HIGH ON THE WAY LP. 
THE HOLD, HARO-LINED TEAMS CLOSEST TO YOU, AND DROP INTO THE HOLO. 


TO CINDY, 


DEFYING PHYSICS ON 
YOUR ORDERS IN TWENTY 
SECONDS, CAPTAIN, 


COLONEL! SATA CRACKED 
SOME META-CHATTER. THERE'S 
‘A WOLE IN OUR DEPOT. 


You've ALe@reD 
‘CINDERCONE?. 


SHE'S NOT. 
RESPONDING, 


‘CHATTER TRACKS 

SUGGEST THAT THE 

DEPOT IS JAMMING CINDY, 
OPENING A PATH FOR AN ASSAULT. 


‘AND SIR? THERE ARE NO PERSONNEL ON 
CINDERCONE WHO KNOW THE DEPOT WELL 
ENOUGH TO TAKE THE COMM CENTER BACK. 


THAT DEPENDS ON HOW YOu 
DEFINE "PERSONNEL," LIEUTENANT, 


CINDY USED 
TO BE ONE OF OURS, 
‘SHE'S BEEN COCKING 
‘AT THAT DEPOT SINCE 
BEFORE T WAS BORN. 


Cindy just dropped a }]} Way ahoad 
mobile’ command ur oF you, sir 
into the hold. 


LOCK LASERS WITH 
THAT AND TELL ME lle have a situation, 
WHAT IS GOING ON. and wo have @ plan. 


“The plan's principals 
som happy with ih” 


IINTERLOCK ESTABLISHED! T’M LIVE WITH CINDY'S INTEL, 
JAFA'S EYES, AND WE CAN RUSH THE DEPOT USING 
MOUNG CARGO BAFFLES AS COVER 


6000 woRK 
‘CORPORAL, WHAT'S THE 
SITUATION OUTSIDE? 


‘CINDY WON'T SAY, BUT 
J CAN HEAR CAPTAIN. 
ANDREYASN SCREAMING 
POINTY THINGS IN THE 
BACKGROUND. 


This is a “Harmless Sparrow” 
From Daysun Tinga in Daahre. 
Hull markings suggest i 
belongs to Bangon Ralf, a 
merchanter of ill repute. 


Those Uoblitz Harmadillo-class assault boats: 
belong ta an Usiraben scion. They aren't bull 
For ship-to-ship combat, but thay'll give us 

plenty of trouble iF our’ hold is: broachad. 


This used to be the destroyer 


Gonzhuto, Celeschul Orbital 
B Foundries. Tr was surplussed 

ZW trict years ago, end has boon 

linked to pirate activity naar Oth 


This is a Gali 
Fram Fig 
Na call 


lass destroyer 
Galactic in Sol Systom. 
provenance unknown, 


é Fightars. I hope that’s all it brought 


BECAUSE THIS ISN'T 


Twas going to say “bacauso 
A PIRATE FLEET. 


Tm pratty good at this.” 


_ 


Hanging back, © Fox and Young ea MEET VE 
Orion-class cruiser positively i 
identified as @ privateer From ALREADY DEAD? IT'S A LOOSE 
Qshha Hree in the Pereri Ring. CONFEDERACY OF 
‘OPPORTUNISTS 


You're VERY Go0O 
AT THIS, BUT THURL'S ANSWER 
INEANS YOU'RE ABOUT TO TAKE 
YOUR GAME UP A NOTCH. 


AFTER THE TERRAFORMING WAR THE 
CONTINUANCE’S SHATTERED SIXTH 
FLEET "REGROUPED" 

‘AS PIRATES. 


THEY WERE FORMIDABLE, 
BUT HAD LOST THEIR ISCIPLINE. 


CONTINUANCE 
ADMIRAL KEFLAVIK 
TURNED THEM ON EACH 
(OTHER, AND DEFEATED 
THEM IN DETAIL. 


KEFLAVIK'S TACTICS 


Vary long story. I 
docided fo maka a sandwich. 


My lifters have strut-ocked bafTies 1B-a and 16-b | suiLt FRom paceLess Post. | Why, yos. fi Full selva of slogging 
with an gight r . = LOY, issil0, 
togathar with en etghtasn motor gep botusan thom] Aas ANE COP AN? | nisales, courtasy of Tota and 
TASTY MIODLE LAYER? yf - 


Ue call this sandwich 
the “Spicy Enticer.” 


The armored sandwich will Ft 
through hatch Five, and will look ° “PART OF THIS NUTRITIOUS 
exactly like makeshift layorad shiolding. y ECUNTER ATTACK" 


CAPTAIN, DO YOU THINK THESE PIRATES 
WILL REALLY BELIEVE WERE THROWING 
‘AWAY PRICELESS PT BAFFLES AS 
‘ABLATIVE SHIELOS? 


s 
ot Meh) 
GV 


IF THEY'RE TALKING TO THE 
DePOT, THEY'LL HEAR EBRY'S TEAM SET 
‘A RATHER CONVINCING PRECEDENT. 


‘THE DEPOT KNOWS 
WE'RE COMING, AND 
SOMEBODY DOWN. 

THERE IS UNHAPPY. 


WE CAN MEASURE 
‘THEIR UNHAPPINESS 
IN REGATONS. 


SIGNAL THE OTHERS. We'LL ma AND BY “TAKE ONE FOR THE TEAM 1 INEAN 
“TAKE ONE FOR THE TEAM, “TAKE THAT ONE HOME.” 
AND YANK THAT SHIELD 

‘OUT OF THEIR WAY. 


COMMODORE RALF, WE'VE GOT PTH 
SPECTRA FROM THAT PLATE! THERE'S 
YOTTA-CREDS WORTH OF THE STUFF! 


HOW MUCH ASSISTANCE DO YOU e 
PLAN TO PROMIDE, SIR? 


SIGNAL OUR “ALLY WITH OUR 
INTENT TO ASSIST. WE SHALL 
PROVIDE COVER FIRE. 


KREE PIRATE CRUISER 


THE RALF moves 
AS IF TO TAKE THAT 
SHIELD FOR THEIR OWN, 


I PLAN TO COMPLETELY 
COVER THE RALF IN FIRE. 


IT LOOKS LIKE IT 
WORKED. 


1D IT WORK? 


THAT "Yes" 
HAS A “BUT” 


Yes, BUT... a great 
many mare things: 
need to also work 
if wo're going to 


IF YOU'RE LOOKING 
FOR A BIG “BUT, 
CHECK BEHIND A “YES” 


Ai small, unknown 


Force has’ hijachad tho From thoir position in Cindercone's hold, the depot hostiles 


i jammed all oF our communications, opening an attack 
communications systems and point HT spel matey ot te 
defenses of Bugnum Culubris, the window For an ad-hoc Flac! fonty-hwo 

‘Sanchum Fidrait depot . pirate warships. 


Tho Port Futhority ships 

‘ara nowhere to be seen. 

Thoy've olther bean drawn 
wed, or are 


off, 
complicit in tha attack. 


We established a 
lina-of-sight communication 
network. Commander Ebbirnath is 
dropping through tha hold, and will 
assault the depot’s communications 
center with a platoon of Toughs. 


Cindy is shielding Ebbu's 
platoon From the dapot’s point 
defenses with carga baffles. 

‘Shats have been Fired. 


Cindy threw some 
of those very expensive bafTlos 


our attackars, who are quite undisciplined. 
Two pirate vessols wore destrayod 
Fighting over the prize. 


The ronaining pirates are not 
yok strung out enough For us to oxecute 
doFaat-in-datail. The Grokan lind is mare than a 
match For any three of those warships, but 
there are hwanty oF thom, 


Once Ebby's team has shut dawn 


the jamming we can call Chinook and got UST "CASABLEL 
Long-Bun support. The pirate Feot will) 
be disabled soconds later. 


X Your son citad Maxim 1, 


and said, and I quate: “iF wo 
\ ae? disintegrate them wo lose the 
ability to take all thoir shuFF. 


through hatch Five, successfully stringing out 


CAN CINDY HOLD THE PIRATES 
OFF LONG ENOUGH FOR 
COMMANDER EBBIRNOTH TO 
‘TAKE DOWN THE DEPOT'S 
JAMMING? 


IS SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
PART OF eBay's 
OETACHMENT? 


That depends on 
whether Ebby engages: 
with extreme projudi 
We want to limit ci 
casualties on the depot. 


SERGEANT, 
NEW ORDERS. 


CAPTAIN! T'VE BEEN BRIEFED. THE 
PLAN IS GOOD, EXCEPT FOR 

THE PART WHERE GROKEN 

WIND HIDES IN THE HOLD. 


BROKEN WIND 
AND HER BOATS 

‘MUST IMMEDIATELY BEGIN 
ENGAGING THE ENEMY. 


IF WE 00 THAT, WE Lose 
‘ONE OF OUR OPTIONS 
FOR DISABLING THE 
DEPOTS JAMMERS. 


FIRING ON THE You FEEL IT TOO? THE 
‘DEPOT IS NOT NCH TO JUST... LAY WASTE? 
AN OPTION. TT 

1S.A TEMPTATION. 


THERE'S WORTHIER 
WASTE TO LAY ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF CINDY'S HULL. 


AND TO THINK THAT FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS I WAS 


CINDY OPENED A HATCH FOR US. HOW 00 
CONVINCED THAT YOU DIDN'T LOVE ME. 


YOU WANT TO 00 THIS, 
You're THE 
SHIP-TO-SHIP EXPERT, 

SON. THE "HOW" IS 
YOUR PROBLEM, 


Grokan lind ALRIGHT, Ler’s see wHaT |] Tagan is racing away || O10 ANYBODY REMEMBER TO TELL 

away, Captain. SOME ACTIVE POINT From the engagement, Hit THAT POINT DEFENSE HAPPENS 
GerENSE CAN and the boats are BETWEEN US AND THE BAD GUYS? 
Locwainies scattering as well. 


Captain, six of the hwonty 
vessols are changing 
course to engage us. 


JAFA, DID ANY OF THEM 
MOVE BEFORE OuR LIGHT 
GOT TO THEM? 


Furthost 
From us. 


OUTSTANDING. NOW WE KNOW 


THE RANGE OF THE HYPERNET 
TAMMERS. 


. 


Shall I issue the usual 
“undor attack” distress call? 


SURE, BUT SAY SOMETHING 
ABOUT HOW WE WERE 
PROVOKED INTO KILLING 
SOME PIRATES, 


MAKE IT SOUND FRIENDLY. 


HAND-DELIVERED? 


It's a lie. IF you 
CAN YOU VERIFY IT? 


were under attack | 
would have kilect 
you already, 


And since you haven’: 
‘shot me yet, We 
should be 

Friends. 


PUGNA CULUBRTS: 


HAND~DELIVERED 
MNESSAGE FROM COMMS, DEFENSES ARE FIRING « 
SIR. THERE ARE BOARDERS ‘AT SOMETHING. WHO ARE You, 
INBOUND. THEY SUGGEST WE'RE OBVIOUSLY AND WHERE DID YOU GET 


NO, BUT THE 


‘THAT DEFINITION OF FRIENDSHIP? 


WE REPEL WITH PREJUDICE. UNDER ATTACK, 


ee oe et 
ing to assault the 
Seccerries | Sa! 
rineby seconds. We 
don’s want to hurt 
innocent people. 


My name is Sergeant Schock 


‘Your comm center has been hijacked. The 5 
hijackers are jamming everything so that ‘ ~~ 
Pirates can kill us andl Cake all our sturF. 


The, Commodore 
| don't look threatening. 


THANK YOU FOR 
WARNING US OF THE 
IMPENDING ASSAULT, 
‘SERGEANT, 


PERKEY, WATCH THE PRISONER 
TR TAKING A TEAM TO THE 
COMM CENTER TO REPEL 


‘Set your helmet to record. 
‘Otherwise youre gonna 
ate Your boss miss something. 
said “watch 

a Am | the [ss 

oe prisoner? = 
& 
SoH (S 


(ON THE HULL OF THE DEFOT.. 


I GUESS WE'RE 
COVERING THE EXIT. 


I caught up on current events: 
galaxy-wide, You'd be surprised 
how much you can miss in 
twenty minutes, 


THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN NICE TO KNOW 
EARLIER 


ANYTHING ELSE? 


Quoued alert inbound From 
Colonel Monendez. Ho 
suspects @ mola on the 
dopot, and warms us oF 
possible sabotage. 


SIXPOINT-ONE-ONE I 
Urehr-seconps away. [i 


TVE BEEN SURPRISED 
ENOUGH TODAY. GIMME A WAY 
TO BE SURPRISING. 


We have cloared the 
conm-intardiction zone. 


JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


WHAT'S GOING ON? NO FIRE YET. “TARGET POSITIONS?" ‘AS YOUR ATTORNEY, ity 
WHERE'S THE FIRE? PROFESSIONAL OPINION 
‘CHINOOK 15 ‘THIS SOUNDS SERIOUS, IS THAT IT'S “UNUSUALLY 
AWAITING REAL-TIME 
TARGET POSITIONS, 


WE'RE CONSULTING 
WITH YOU BEFORE OPENING 
FIRE. 15 THAT SERIOUS? 


Uoutenant Reynstein! 
Consultation, ploase. 


Long-Gun technology allows me 
to Fire on targets on the ofhor 
sida of the galaxy, 


The targats are engaged 
in piracy near Celgate. 

Shooting thom fs legal. My 
question is whether it is fagal 
For ma ta shoot thom From hora, 


FROM THIS DISTANCE? 

NO EXISTING PRECEDENTS 

APPLY. YOUR CASE WOULD 
GO 10 COURT AND BE 
DECIDED BY A JUDGE. 


EASIER TO BEG FORGIVENESS 
THAN ASK PERMISSION? 


Iva already warmed up 
the guns. Roynstain nogds 
to warm up his briafcase. 


LEGS! wrat DOES 
THERMAL TELL US? 


DON'T SHOOT! 
THEY'RE USING US 
‘AS HUMAN 
SHIELDS! 


LOOKS LIKE EIGHT HOMINID 
HEAT SOURCES 


TWO CROUCHING, 
SIX PRONE, 


COOLING OFF... RIGHT. 


mac, can 
You TAKE SHOTS 
THROUGH THE 

BULKHEAD? 


HUMAN SHIELOS| 
AREN'T PRONE. 


THE PRONE FORMS ARE A 
HALF-DEGREE COOLER 
THAN THE iar) 


THROUGH THIS BULKHEAD I COULD 
DRINK SHOTS. 


TWO CLEAN SHOTS AND ONE 
BUTTON-PRESS LATER. 
= ai 
JUMPSTAR PRIME T wasn't waiting on your orders, but 


Til do you the courtesy of Firing 


teroeting if it makes you Feel useful. 


solutions. aga 


The jamming is dawn, SSOLUTIONS® MAKES IT 
Brokon Wind's boats |" seems as IF THIS ISN'T GOING TO 
are Feeding me data, CAUSE MORE PROBLEMS, 


“LONG-GUN" TECHNOLOGY IS BRAND 
NEW, AND MILLTONS OF YEARS OLD. 


THE WEAPON TEARS A PINHOLE IN SPACE, AND 
FIRES A BEAM OF PARTICLES THROUGH IT. 


THERE ARENT MANY WAYS TO. 
DEFEND AGAINST A WEAPON THAT 


FIRES INSIDE A VESSEL'S SHIELDS 


THERE ARE EVEN FEWER WAYS TO. 
DEFEND AGAINST A WEAPON THAT 
FIRES INSIDE THE VESSEL'S HULL 


ATTENTION, HOSTILE FLEET! 
ROP YOUR SHIELDS AND | | NICE TRY. 
ICE YOUR WEAPONS OR | bm : 
‘OUR SABOTEURS WiLL THERE IS 
TAKE OUT ANOTHER | Hf NO WAY YOu Have 
"ANNIE PLANT. | Ml SABOTEURS ABOARD 
ANY MORE OF 


‘OUR SHIPS: 


CLEVER, 
90 YOU THINK 
THEY'LL BUY IT? 


COMMODORE TAGON 
15 CALLING, AMBASSADOR 


HELLO, COMMODORE 
TO WHAT 00 1 OWE 
THE PLEASURE? 


cou WE JUST SHOT SOME PIRATES, AND WE WOULD 
Usa HSE FMR || VERY MUCH Like THE THEY THOUGHT 

‘Ano CRATE A || SOMEBODY E1SE O10 IT 

PADER TRAIL? 


Your SALES PITCH 
HAD BETTER BE AMAZING. 


YOU KNOW ABOUT THE LONG WE USED LONG GUNS TO 
GUN, OF COURSE. DISABLE SOME PIRATE VESSELS. 
WE'D LIKE TO KEEP 
THAT A SECRET. 


‘THE TERRIFYING PROMISE 
OF A RETURN TO THE 
DARK AGES OF MUTUALLY 
‘ASSURED DESTRUCTION? 


YOU SAID “DISABLE.” THAT 
SHOWS FINESSE OUR 
PROTOTYPE LACKED. 


YOU ALSO SAID 
“GUNS,” PLURAL. 


NY THINGS WE 
WANT TO REVEAL. 


START A RUMOR ABOUT HOW THE UNS. ANTI-PIRACY THE UNS. ANTI-PIRACY TASK FORCE } |} So THEY'RE JUST COMPETENT 
‘TASK FORCE HAS DEEP-COVER MOLES EVERYWHERE. DOES HAVE MOLES OUT THERE. ENOUGH TO NOT BE USEFUL 
HOLD UP THIS DISABLED PIRATE FLEET AS PROOF. 

1 THINK THEY'LL OBgecT 


TO THE PUBLICITY. 


YOU GET TO TAKE THE CREDIT 
FOR THE TAKE-DOWN OF A PIRATE 

MENACE. WE GET TO AVOID THE POLITICAL 
REPERCUSSIONS OF LONG GUN DEPLOYMENT. 


YES. THE UNS. DOESN'T CARE ABOUT 
"TAKE CREDIT FOR THIS, POLITICAL FALLOUT THAT LANDS ON 
SOMEBODY BESIOES THEM. THEYVE 
‘OUR LONG GUNY SHOTS ARE ’ GOT THEIR OWN PROBLEMS, 
GOING TO MAKE THE NEWS. 2: a 


THE UNS. ISN'T WILLING TO 


7 ‘commovore, 01D You 
EXPLAIN WHAT'S AT STAKE HERE? nian 


2 mA ; 


THIS IS EVERYBODY'S PROBLEM. THE 
LONG’ GUN IS ONLY DANGEROUS 
IF YOUR ENEMIES KNOW WHAT 

TO SHOOT AT. 


THE ONLY WAY TO DEFEND AGAINST THE LONG GUN IS TT WASN'T ALIENS. IT WAS TOP. 
TO BE INVISIBLE, UN-FINDABLE. THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE INA SECRET GOVERNMENT AD AGENCIES, 
CONNECTED WORLD. PANIC WILL RESULT IN’ THE SEVERING EVERYE 

(OF HYPERNET COMMUNICATIONS EVERYWHERE. 

FOR EVERYONE. 


$0 175 LIKE THE 


IT eacly zi, omen 
Alen oe 
the Inter 


BECAUSE THE INTERNET WAS BROKEN. 


commovore! soray to |} 11's a sHoet-team Fix, aut we |] YOU WAVED THE SO 1M A DONKEY, NOW? 
PATCH IN UNANNOUNCED, |} KNOW HOW TO SHIFT ATTENTION |] WRONG CARROT, 
BUT MASSEY AND T HAVE ‘AWAY FROM THE LONG GUN, 


A SOLUTION FOR YOU, ‘AND YOU WAVED IT 


IN FRONT OF THE 
WRONG DONKEY. 


MISDIRECTION < 
18 OUT, THE UNS. TRY THINKING OF 
WON'T TAKE CREDIT. DONKEY STATUS AS A REPRIEVE. 


WITH YOUR LEAVE, COMMODORE, SANCTUM ADROIT WiLL 
HANDLE THE INVESTIGATION. WE WILL CREATE THE PAPER 
TRAIL YOU NEED, COMPLETE WITH A CHAIN OF EVIDENCE. 


WEVE GOT A REPUTATION TO 
RESCUE. TV'S IN OUR BEST INTEREST TO SPIN 
A BELIEVABLE STORY IN WHICH WE WERE HELPFUL. 


(UR DATA TEAM WILL WRITE A 
FEW PIRATES INTO. A “RAT-FINK 
SABOTEUR’ BACKSTORY, AND 
WE'LL FINGER THEM CURING 
PROCESSING, TO *RESCUE 

THEM FROM ARREST.” 


WILL YOU BE ABLE TO ACTUALLY 
RESCUE YOUR PATSIES BEFORE 
THEIR CREWMATES KILL THEA? 


PROBABLY, BUT WE'RE. 
PICKING SOME VERY BAD PEOPLE 
SO WE WIN EITHER WAY. 


TO pur THIS IN PERSPECTIVE, I] PER THE COS. ARTICLES OF THE ORBITS SECTION 119, )]| CAN WE SHOOT THEM ALL 
THIS IS THE LARGEST ACT SUBCHAPTER ©, DEPENDENT CLAUSE 178, FOR THE AND TAKE THEIR SHIPS? 
(OF PIRACY IN CELESCHUL NEXT ELEVEN HOURS WE CAN PROCESS THE 

SYSTEM IN TWENTY YEARS. PIRATES HOWEVER WE WANT. 


AUTHORITY WERE INVOLVED ¥ | i WE CAN PROCESS THE PIRATES 
AUTHORITY WERE INVOLVED AT 
SOME PRETTY HIGH LEVELS. \ ALMOST HOWEVER WE WANT. 


GET your Forces out OF ———— 
fie Ae 7 Cunt 
START BY GETTING WATS BE 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
OFF mY DEPOT. 


IF I'S LEGAL, AND IF YOu 
THINK IT WILL’ WORK, 7/M IN. 


WHAT DO YOU NEED FROM 
U5, COLONEL? 


'AN ACTUAL TRUCKLOAD 
[EENS A “Ge CHAINSAWS? 
YNZ 7 
he} ~ 


sagse, my aarico |} xr DIoN'T Ger 
ISH IS MISSING. FIELO-STRIPPED 
BY THE AMORPH, 
TT WAS IN MY 

LOCKER. 


WE'RE ALL STILL LOOKING 
FOR PIECES OF OUR WEAPONS. 


TILL LOOK INTO IT, guT 


THE ARORPH SEEMED 
MORE LIKE A GARDEN 
TOOLS KINO OF Guy, 


JF YOU EVER DO FIND 
‘A GUN THAT FIRES HAMMERS, YOU 
ARE UNDER EXPLICIT ORDERS TO 
PUT IT BACK WHERE YOU FOUNO IT. 


WANT, WHAT BOK? WHERE unat oes (Love, money, 
B10 You Ger Tar “SHINY” sHL }{ ancl engineering. 
Plece® @ 
Sometimes with a 
whiFF OF Boomex. 
RS 


/ 


YOU PILLAGED = 
the depot. It THE SANCTUM DONT ANSWER 
PROM SNS! BETTER QUESTION, 


TWAS DOING THE BEST WORK, THE How 00 you eavance | If x 1s ayy ancient auestion, 
HOST IMPORTANT WORK ANY LAWYER RESTRICTIONS AGANST | POSED SHAROLY AGAINST THE 
CAN ASPIRE TO! S| | Ricrits? HOW D0 You | I "GeanNG HEART OF Ever 
TODAY BEGAN SO PROTECT AND SERUE CIMLIZATION. 
a I WAS TRYING CASES IN ADVANCE BY WITHOUT INJURY 
CRAFTING A CONSTITUTION! (]\__OR' INFRINGEMENT? 


TT HAS BEEN ANSWERED 
COUNTLESS TIMES. ELEGANCE, 
ERROR, AND EPIPHANY SHINE 
BRIGHTLY ACROSS THE EONS, 


NOT INTERRUPTED. 


‘L COULD HAVE LOST MYSELE IN THEN 1 
THE GALAXY'S LEGAL LIBRARIES INTERRUPTED ‘CORRUPTED. 


FOR LIFETIMES UNCOVERING 
THE QUINTESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 
OF LEGISLATIVE ALCHEMY. 


YOUR DILEMMA REQUIRED A 
SOLUTION BUILT UPON THE VERY 
EXCESSES I SOUGHT TO PREVENT. 


YOU TURNED IT INTO OPPOSITE DAY. 


RELAX, MASSEY, WE'RE LETTING OuR 
POLICE’ TAKE CARE OF SOME PIRATES, 
‘LEGALLY, THANKS TO You. 


00 WHAT I 00. WHAT ABOUT THE INEVITABLE 


DISAPPOINTMENT? 


T LIE IN BED AND TELL MYSELF HAPPY 
STORIES ABOUT ALL THE GOOD 
THINGS T'LL DO TOMORROW. 


w | 
| 
> \- 
LEGAL ISN'T ALWAYS \ 
ENOUGH TO LET me SLEEP 


1 HAVE A FANCY PILLOW FILLED 
WITH HAND-POLISHED BEADS MADE 
FROM THE BONES OF MY ENEMIES, 


WE'RE DONE HERE. HOW 
LONG BEFORE WE'RE 
READY TO TACKLE OUR 
REAL MISSION? 


WE LOST TWO BOATS. 
EVERYTHING ELSE WE EXPENDED 
CAN BE REPLACED WITH TWENTY 
HOURS OF TAFA'S FASBER TIME. 


JUMPSTAR PRIME'S 
FARBERS CAN REPLACE THE 
BOATS IN THAT TIME, T'LL 

SEND A REQUEST, 


BOATS REQUIRE SOME 
ATTENTION, JS THE TEAM BACK 
THERE UP TO THE CHALLENGE? 


I GET TO BUILD A BO-OAT, 
1 GET TO BUILD A 8O-OAT! 


WHY DOES TAGON NEED 
REPLACEMENT BOATS? 


BY PIRATES, 


NO FLOATY THINGIES, NOT 
AN OFFICER ANYRORE. 


PIRATES wriY DIDN'T 
YOU LEAD WITH THAT? 


BECAUSE I THOUGHT You 
HAD READ TODAY'S 
DISPATCHES, 


NEEDING YOUR 
EXPERTISE IS PAINFUL IN 


YOURE GOING TO OWE ME SO 
MUCH BEER IF THEY FIND 
(OUT THE ANCIENT OAFANS 
ALL DIED BECAUSE OF 
FAULTY BOATS, 


THE CRYPT SPIDERS 
‘ARE WORKING: 
‘ON THAT, 


BETTER? THE ANCIENT OAFANS BUILT 
THOSE BOATS USING DESIGNS THEY'D 
REFINED OVER THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 


I'M GRABBING AFTER-ACTION 
TELEMETRY FROM THE 
FLAGSHIP. TLL USE: 
THAT TO BUILD 
BETTER BOATS. 


| 

SAYS YOU, THEY 

AREN'T AROUND 
TO TELL US. 


CINDERCONE, MUSTER 
‘STATION FIVE. 


BAD NEWS, 
SERGEANT, 


1 GOT A CALL FROM THE 
DEPOT. THEYRE LOOKING FOR 
THAT WEAPON YOU STOLE. 


t's not bad news 
if they're still 
looking For it, 


| 


BAD NEWS, \ 


SERGEANT. 


} 


This gun is mine 
row, Fell Ene Mi 
‘buy them a 

new one. 


BUY YOURSELF 
‘ANEW ONE, 


| Cook it cturing 
combat. It's a 
Crophy. 


IT'S NOT A TROPHY. IT'S A 
LOW-NUMGERED, COLLECTIBLE 
SIGNATURE EDITION WEAPON 
BELONGING TO SOMEONE ELSE. 


If Okay, that was 
pretty sneaky. 


SO SNEAKY IT 
DESERVES A TROPHY. 


ee 
EABBER CONTE: THERE ARE MILLIONS 
pene aa 
foes oe 
seaman tet 
alee 


I DIDNT. 1 WASN'T HA At 

GWEN A Ossion. 1 | it FAbaERS ade TECH. 

11010 you nor 10] WA CWENA stack 

WEAR THE CBSION OF Woees THA 
WON'T COMPLE 


ay 


THIS ISN'T A VALID DESIGN THIS HAS TO BE A MISTAKE, 1D 
LIBRARY. IT'S JUST A CAPTAIN TAGON SEND THIS? 

THAT MEANS THEY REQUIRE STACK OF SPECS, 

‘AN EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION 

SET, RIGHT? 


NO, IT CAME FROM YouR 
BOYFRIEND THE MAD SCIENTIST. 


THE CAPTAIN maD ScieNnisT, TLL THANK Yl] THEN DO THE HARD O00. NOW IF YOU'LL EXCUSE Me, T 
YOU TO SHOW A BIT MORE THING, CORPORAL. yes commancer | NEED TO CALL MY BOYFRIEND AND 
RESPECT, CORPORAL. Fr HARD to ThY G20 WORE | HAVE A WORD WITH HIM ABOUT 
Pe ee oop |W SHOW Respect HAPPEN AGAIN, J | THIS SLOP HE SENT Us, 
Te ct us REGARDLESS OF 
CIRCUMSTANCE 


; Tho boats wore Fabricated millions of yoars 
EEE MERCENARY WARSHDE BREN, WIND. ago using equipment that has been lost, 


and techniques I’ve Forgotten: 


Fire you sure your Fabber foam 
can replace the boats we lost? 


mh SURE THE TEAM WILL 
FIGURE SOMETHING OUT. 


-ABBER CONTROL... |_/ 
|= BOX. HOW IMPORTANT 
‘1S THE HULL, REALLY? 


YOURE OUTSIDE A 
PRETTY IMPORTANT BOK 


WHAT IF we Got |] FAB IT AND FIND Our. we'lL || YOU NEED TO WORK ON YOUR 
SOMEMIING DEAL WITH THAT APTER OUR 


BRAIN STAMINA, COMMANDER. 
BRAINS HAVE HAD SOME REST. . 


YOU NEED TO LEARN TO SLEEP 
BETWEEN JOBS, CORPORAL. 


THE MOUNTS ARE THERE, 
10.0 you \|| MOUNT, ABs, Ts 
REST, VENTURA. THERE, BUT THE BAY 


{| ITSELF? ABSENT. 


HOW DID WE 
‘MISS THAT? 


I COULDN'T. I REALIZED. 
WE DIDN'T INCLUDE A VOA 
BAY IN OUR DESIGN, 


(ONE MARK-XII VDA BAY, AS REQUESTED. 
WHERE OO YOU WANT IT COMMANDER? 


RIGHT THERE IS FINE. IT 
CAN'T BE MOUNTED UNTIL AFTER 
CORPORAL VENTURA GIVES IT A HUG. 


YOU SHOULD 


YOU WERE DOING CHASSIS 
HAVE SAID 


AND POWER. T WAS DOING 
CONTROL AND PAYLOAD. 


YOU MISSED THE “MISSING 
VOA BAY BECAUSE YOU MISSED 
‘my “FROM INVENTORY" 
NOTATION IN THE OESION, 


YOU SHOULD'VE 
TRUSTED ie. 


BUT IE YOU'D mapE 
A WISTAKE, 


TAGON WANTS A BOAT, NOT 
A TEAM BUILDING EXERCISE 


it 


YOU WOULD HAVE LEARNED 
‘A DIFFERENT LESSON 
ABOUT TEAM PROJECTS. 


IF WE'D ‘PORTED IN 
BY THE NUMBERS, 
WE'D HAVE SAVE 

‘OURSELVES A 
LOT OF TROUBLE, 


1S RUDE TO ENTER A CIVILIZED system 
BEHIND A SWARM OF ORDNANCE CUBBED 
“THE VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY.” 


WE'LL ‘PORT BACK 
BY THE NUMBERS. 
THE VERY DANGEROUS 

ARRAY GOES FIRST. 


WE SHOULD EITHER 
START BEING RUDE, OR STOP 
GOING TO CIVILIZED SYSTEMS. 


BROKEN WIND AND CINDERCONE 
FOLLOW WHEN IT'S CLEAR 


THESE NEW BOATS HAVE LESS HULL, BUT FAR MORE 


PUNCH THAN THE TWO YOU LOST IN COMBAT. 


TRANSFERRING BOAT HELMS 
TO YOU, TAFA. TAKE ‘EM IN. 


Fccepted and engaged. 


Dooh, T like what you've 
dane with the place. 

I can see that. 

Thoy'll_ autperForm 


ON ANY TASK ExcePT So Use THE OTHER 
DENT RESISTANCE, BOATS FOR ALL YOUR 
RAMMING NEEDS, 


T don't have vary many 
oF those, but I'm 
running sims now... 


Sacrificing the PTY hull For performance 

and payload is astrononically unlikely to result 
in an increase in the number of scenarios whore 
Tnood to bagin ramming things with my boats. 


OKAY, T'LL BITE, 


WHEN 2O YOU WANT 
TO RAM THINGS WITH 
YOUR BOATS? 


Ris q Faint, when T wish to appear 
both desperate and stupid, 


Irs a great way to convince 
enomias that I lack the ability 

ta ram them with little things like 
missiles, and high-energy protons. 


bef 
‘ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP BROKEN WIND 6000, wnat ABOUT THAT WAS THE REPORT, 
APTER-ACTION 
PORTS! 
YOUVE HAD A DAY FOR ee 
APTER-ACTION REPORTS. 
Was THAT ENOUGHE 


WE REPLENISHED 
EXPENDED MUNITIONS, 
RESTOCKED THE FABdERs, 
AND GOT TWO NEW BOATS 


SON, YOU DRAGGED ME 
INTO YOUR COMPANY 
AND INSTALLED ME 
‘ABOVE YOU FOR 
‘A REASON, 


J GET THE FEELING You 
DON'T LIKE READING 


THEM, EITHER 


WHEN 1 SAID 1 DON'T 


KNOW HOW TO RUN A 
LARGE COMPANY, T SHOULD 
HAVE ALSO SAID I DON'T 

LIKE WRITING REPORTS. me) THING, NOT MINE. 


YOU WERE A 
GENERAL, DAD. 
DESK WORK WAS YOUR 


THE WORD “OFFICER 
HAS THE WORD “OFFICE 
RIGHT THERE IN IT, 


COUNT THE LETTERS. 11'S 
PRACTICALLY THE WHOLE WORD. 


WHEN CAPTAIN MURTAUGH FINISHED HER DOM ATLANTIS 
DEPLOYMENT, SHE PROVIDED ME WITH 

TWENTY THOUSAND WORDS OF 

AFTER-ACTION REPORTING. 


HOW COULD SHE 
POSSIBLY WRITE THAT MUCH? 


WRITER'S TRICK: SHE DIDN'T 
USE TWENTY THOUSAND 
DIFFERENT WORDS, 


I DON'T HAVE YOUR REPORT, 
EITHER, ANOREVASN. Be SURE 
TO INGLUDE THE WORDS 
“LOOTING,” *ALLY'S" AND 
"BARRACKS." 


(OH, AND I NEED TO KNOW |] THE ONLY WAY THEY COOL OFF IS 
WHETHER YOUR TROOPS BY DEPOSITING ENERGY ON THEIR 

NEED TIME TO COOL OFF SURROUNDINGS. 

BEFORE WE CEPLOY AGAIN. 


TE MMY TROOPS NEED TO DEPOSIT 
EXCESS ENERGY ON SOMETHING, 
WANT IT TO GE THE ENEMY, 


TROOPS, CAPTAIN ANOREYASN. THEN GIVE ME A HIM WELL 
NOT SOME THERMODYNAMIC WHATSIT, | STRAIGHT ANSWER 


TRAINED 


NEED THOROUGH REPORTS FROM 
BOTH OF YOU, ASAP. 


WE CANNOT DEPLOY 
ON OUR NEXT MISSION 
UNTIL WE'VE REVIEWED 
THE COMPANY'S 
PERFORMANCE 

OURING THE 


Sirs, I've probed the approaches to 
our destination. Lots of TAD. Ulo'll be 


\G en route For at least S00 hours. 


THAT GIVES US THREE WEEKS, 
RIGHT? CAN WE HAVE 
THREE WEEKS? 


YOU CAN Have THREE 
HOURS, AND THEN T BREAK 
(OUT THE STRONG LANGUAGE. 


THE COMMODORE SAID YOU 
MIGHT NEED HELP WRITING 
‘AN APTER-ACTION REPORT, 


START TALKING. 
TILL TAKE CARE 
OF THE REST. 


1 SPENT YEARS As AN | CAN YOU MAKE MY REPORT 
OFFICE-FLAVORED , | SHINE THE WAY CAPTAIN 
OFFICER, BURTAUGH'S D102 


OUNNO. I HAD. 
‘A LOT MORE TIME WHEN 
‘1 WROTE HERS, 


WHAT KIND OF HELP 
ARE YOU OFFERING, 
|EUTENANT FLINDERS? 


“LARING 
WHERE THE 


clear, and 
our TAD is up. 


THES RAISES AN INTERESTING QUESTION: WHAT SORTS 
(OF THINGS DOES THE UNIVERSE STORE OUTSIDE OF SPACE? 
. 
* 


‘OF COURSE, THAT QUESTION RAISES A HOST OF OTHERS, LTKE “WHAT IS 
THE UNIVERSE,” “WHY DOES IT NEED TO KEEP ANYTHING,” AND “ISNT 
ANTHROPOMORPHIZATION OF THE UNIVERSE GOING TO CAUSE PROBLEMS?" 


ur seAce> SPACE Ts HUGE WHOA, CINDY eRoUGHT THATS aFC-ON) 17s THEN 15 GOT TO 6, WOM! 
— USN RlHT ON Top OF JIM) THREe-ANo-A-HALe 
THAT FRAGMENT. LOH MINUTES AMY, THERE'S ENOUGH Fancy 
FOIL THERE TO WRAP Ub 
ALL OF SOLS GAS GIANTS 
8 LEFTOVERS, 


1. DON'T THINK 
THERE'S ENOUGH 
SPACE IN THE FRIDGE, 


BFC-ON is the largest single Fragment of the 
balloon that used ta surround the 
star Buu'tp't-Gav. 


BOOT-PHHPRETH... HOW 00 
YOU SAY THAT? T CANT 
20 THE F'SHERL-GANNI 
TRIPLE-TONGUE TO 
SAVE MY LIFE. 


= 
Phe || 


+ 


Fire you asking ma to 
teach you how to use @ muscle 
T do not actually havo? 


NO WEIRDER THAN HUMILITY, 


YOURS WAS VERY WELL WRITTEN, 
T THINK IT IS SOME OF 
LIEUTENANT FLINDERS" 
BEST WORK. 


AFA, PATCH CAPTAINS 
MURTAUGH AND ANOREYASN 
IN. QUICK MEETING. 


YOU maDE US WRITE 
THEM, AND NOW WE 
HAVE’ TO LISTEN TO. 
YOU READ THEM? 


WHAT'S ON YOUR 
MIND, DADE 


MY REVIEW OF YOUR 
APTER-ACTION REPORTS. 


SHE DID A GREAT JOB ON 
EVERYBODY'S REPORTS, 


igs te Oly Teed | “Oe A Bazar 38 Ou 
IN THIS MEETING WHO HAVE BEEN MY REPORT. 

Ret Ee st 

SOL a aco 


THE COMPANY RE-ORG HELPED MAKE UP 
FOR THE LACK OF TRAINING AMONG US, BUT 
YOUR REPORTS SUGGEST WE HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO. 


‘THE SOLUTION 15 OBvioUS. COMMODORE, THIS IS THE 

WE NEED 10 GO BACK FIRST TVE HEARD ABOUT 
THIS. WE DON'T HAVE 
COURSE MATERIALS. 


CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, LIEUTENANT 
FLINDERS, AND CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THURL 
WILL BE OUR INSTRUCTORS FOR AN INTENSIVE 

TWO-WEEK COURSE. CLASSES START IN TWO DAYS, 


THEN THE NEXT FORTY-EIGHT HOURS 
ARE GOING TO BE VERY INTENSIVE FOR 
YOU, FLINDERS, AND THURL, 


VERY INTENSIVE LESSON PREPARATION BEGINS. | 


I CAN'T TEACH MY BOSSES 
HOW TO OO THEIR JOBS! 


WE NEED THiS, FLINDERS. JUST LOOK AT 
ANOREVASN) HE HAS ZERO MILITARY 
TRAINING, AND HE IS MY CAPTAIN. 


YEAH, BUT He's A FEAR 
MOTWWATED AUTODIDACT 
WITH A FOUR-DIGIT 1.2. 


I MIGHT BE PRONE 
TO OCCASIONAL 
FITS OF HYPERBOLE, 


I. CAN HANDLE ONE-ON-ONES WITH CAPTAIN 
‘ANDREYASN, WE'RE ON THE SAME SHIP, IN 
PERSON, AND HE'S SHOWN A LOT OF 
RESPECT FOR MY EXPERIENCE, 


NO NO NO... I HATE THAT LOGIC, 


I’M THE ONE HERE ON THE FLAGSHIP.. 
DOING TUTELAGE WITH THE TAGONS, 


WHY IS THAT A PROBLEM, y ? 
EM, T LIKE THEM BOTH, BUT THEYRE 
LieuTENANT LINDERS 50 BROKEN THEIR MISSING 
PIECES ARE MISSING 
2? ES | some'steces 


soe 


Vet, 
THEY HANOLE THEIR ANGER MANAGEMENT wtTH 
VIOLENCE AND’ RENORY REPRESSION, AND THEY YOUR ANALYSIS Is 
EACH Have ENOUGH RORMY AND CADDY Issues SPOT-ON, LIEUTENANT, 1 
10 POPULATE A COLONIAL PAMLY CEMETERY THINK YOULL Be PERRET 


WE HAVE A PROBLEM, 


OUR DRA THIS ONE WAS NOT CLEAN, TT HAD. 
TrPoD LaUMPSTAR RENE / camram muerauon, WM LOUR 99Ae75 ace. | aS Ove, was Ww 
— ch ue 


I HANDED A ORAFT 
CONSTITUTION TO THE 
COUNCIL. THEY RATIFIED IT 
WITHOUT MAKING CHANGES 


MASSEY... I YOU ACCIDENTALLY HAHA. NO. MY NAME WAS IN THE COCUMENT spit 1 Our, MORE ACCURATELY? 
LEGALIZE RECREATIONAL MURDER? _}] COMMENTS. 1 BOTCHED A CROP-AND-SMART- COUNSELOR 
PASTE, AND THAT INFORMATION WAS USED “spr IT Out, 
TO AUTO-FILL ONE OF THE SAMPLE FORMS, CHIEF JUSTICE 
REYNSTEIN” 


OKAY, MASSEY, WE CAN 

FIX THIS, EASILY. JUST. 

YELL THE COUNCIL YOU 
IMADE A MISTAKE, 


>ROBATIONARY PRE-PRESIOENT 
naa SAID, AND T QUOTE, 
ISTAKE.” 


5. THEYIRE GOING, 
18 Wake HE WEAR ROBES, 


‘AH. THIS SAYS YOU'VE GOT 
THREE DAYS BEFORE YOU 
FORMALLY TAKE OFFICE. 


PER YOUR CONTRACT, 
YOUR SHARES WILL BE 
CASHED OUT IN FULL 
AT THAT TIME, 


THREE DAYS BEFORE I'm 
LEGALLY OBLIGATED TO 
RESIGN mY COMMISSION 
WITH TAGON'S TOUGHS. 


YOU WOULON'T 
FIRE ME TO BOOST 
THE VALUE OF 
YOUR SHARES, 
WOULD You? 


ASSUMING YOU HAVEN'T 
EEN TERMINATED WITH 
CAUSE BETWEEN NOW 


1’ FAR TOO Busy 
TO BE THAT GREEDY, 


11 WILL FIRE YOU IF YOU 
HAVEN'T FOUND A SUITABLE 
REPLACEMENT IN THREE DAYS. 


ENNESBY, 1 NEE 
YOUR HELP, 


LHAVE TO RESIGN, BUT 1 WILL LOSE My. 
EXTREMELY VALUABLE SHARES IF T CAN'T 
HIRE REPLACEMENT COUNSEL FOR THE 
COMPANY... IN. THREE DAYS. 


You need my “Sophont 
Resources” expertise? 


NEED YOU TO 
DIGEST A FEW 
LAW LIBRARIES, 


IF T had a digastive tract, 
iF would strenuously abject. 


OBJECTION OVERRULED. 
SPECULATION. 


You told that joke wrong. 


“Objection overrulad” 
‘shouldn't be Followod 
by valid grounds For 
the objection. 


Your punchline conflated 

the roles oF counsel and 

bench, which might have 
resuitad in confusion 
rather than laughter. 


Oh. You did that on 
purpose, and tricked ma 
info_an off-the-cuff display 
oF legal acumen, proving 
that I can do this jab. 


THE PROSECUTION 
RESTS. YOU'RE HIRED. 


YES, SIR, ABSOLUTELY. 


‘ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP. 


COMMODORE, WE'VE HIT A 
SNAG WITH THE OFFICER 
TRAINING SYLLABUS, 


WILL CLASSES START ON THEN Tm 
NOT WORRIED. 


SCHEOULE TOMORROW? 


WHEW! GOOD. 


WE'LL SEE YOU 
TOMORROW, 
IN CLASS, 


HULLNUTS. 
NOW I AM WORRIED. 


I WASN'T DONE BEING ‘OH... SO YOU BO WANT YOU'RE RIGHT, SIR, YOU 
GRIEFED, LIEUTENANT. 


TO KNOW ABOUT THE SHOULON'T HAVE TO 
TEENCY-WEENCY SNAG ANSWER THAT. 
WE HIT CREATING 
THE SYLLABUS? 


THAT SYLLABUS BETTER 
HAVE STUFF IN IT ABOUT 
WHO ENDS THE BRIEFINGS. 


THE PROBLEM LIES IN THE PLAYBOOK PRINCIPLE, SIR. THE IE THAT'S TRUE, WE AND THAT'S THE SNAG I WAS 
COMPANY WON'T BENEFIT FROM TRAINING SENIOR SHOULD RE-TRAIN TALKING ABOUT. 
OFFICERS IF JUNIOR OFFICERS ARE NOT BEING ALL THE WAY DOWN 

TRAINED TO THE SAME SET OF STANDARDS. TO THE GRUNTS. 


‘ABOARD THE 
BROKEN 


+ 


KATHRYN, YOU'RE A GOOD OFFICER, 
YOU'RE SMART, AND YOU'RE SHREWD. 


YOU WOULDN'T INFORM ME OF A 
PROBLEM WITH OUR TRAINING 

PLANS UNLESS YOU HAD A 
SOLUTION TO PROPOSE. 


YOU'RE PRETTY SHREWD YOURSELF, SIR. BUT IF 
TD PLANNED THIS MORE CAREFULLY, 1 WOULD 
HAVE DESCRIBED THE SOLUTION BEFORE 
POINTING OUT THE PROBLEM, 


Fortunateyy, we 00 [wey 
YOU WERE RIGHT, THE WE'RE REVIEWING OUR CHARTER, THEN WE'LL BUILO OUR TRAININGS 
i NOT NEED 10 staat | Bu putey OOK, OND ALL OF ‘ARDUND THe CHANCES, WICH 
OUR “MANUALS, AND EDITING WE'RE KEEPING TO A MINIMUM, 
THEM FOR CONSISTENCY. 


SOLUTION IS TO RE-TRAIN 
ao FROM SCRATCH, 


THAT'S GOT 1O BE A MILLION WORDS 
WORTH OF MATERIAL HOW CAN YOU POSSIBLY 
Werk ed BE READY TO START TRAINING TOMORROW? 


ENNESBY OFFERED HIS BESIDES, AS OUR NEW LEGAL COUNSEL, YOU JUST PRESENTED THE SOLUTION 
SERVICES. HE'S FAST, AND [] ENNESY WOULD HAVE BEEN REVIEWING BEFORE DESCRIBING THE PROBLEM. 
HE IS ANXIOUS TO bLEASE || THESE MATERIALS ANYWAY. 


THE SENIOR OFFICERS, 


WHAT? WHY 00 WE NEED NEW LEGAL ALSO, THAT PROCEDURE IS 
GOING INTO THE NEW MANUAL, 


COUNSEL? WHAT HAPPENED TO MASSEY? 


| 


PL reamane accmns. | This is the Toughs Handbrain This companion volume is Finally, the light reading 
OF Operations: Senior OfFicers. the Toughs Handbrain of is the Toughs Handbrain 
Operations: Blatoon Officers. || of Operations: Grunts. 


The names shorten to “Thooso,” “Thoopo,” 
and, because a double ‘o' is sometimes: 
a‘u; “Thug” 


LANGUAGE STAND 
IN THE WAY OF A 
MEMORABLE ACRONYM, 


THAT'S CLEVER, BUT 1 WAS PROMISED 
A SINGLE VOLUME. 
“ts 


You wera! 


These three aditians are For daily 
referance. They are drawn From the 
Toughs Handbrain of Operations: Master. 


THOOM, iF 
you wil 


WELL PLAYED. 


THINK 
WE ALL WiLL. 


Everything our company does is documented || 1 put all of the requisite DOES THE THOOM GIVE Hi PERMISSION 
in the THOOM. TF builds on what we da well, | corrections inta the THOOM TO ABANDON YOU THE MOMENT YOU 
and aligns us so we can da it batter. HEAD INTO HOSTILE TERRITORY? 


WHAT ABOUT THE I's up to your instructors TM SURE HE SNUCK THAT 
THINGS WE DO WRONG? to doliver that unpleasantness. CLAUSE IN THERE SOMEWHERE. 


WE'LL BEGIN BY TRAINING YOU ON THE 
THOOPO. TOMORROW, WE WILL SHADOW 
YOU AS YOU TRAIN YOUR PLATOON 
OFFICERS ON THOSE MATERIALS, 


WE'LL ADJUST FROM THERE, BUT THE 
PATTERN SHOULD HOLO. WE WILL TRAIN 
YOU, AND THEN WE WILL HELP YOU 
TRAIN’ THOSE UNDER YOUR COMMAND. 


THIS IS GOING TO 
oer Tepious. 


7 WHEN YOU LOOK BACK ON IT, ALL THE 
HOURS WILL BLUR TOGETHER’ INTO A 
SINGLE, HAPPY TRAINING MONTAGE. 


THE TRAINING MONTAGE. 


UT THAN THE "COMPLICATED MACHINERY" MONTAGE. 


ds 
Seema names 


NO, BUT HE WAS 
DOES HE KNOW BO BUT HE WAS || You FOUND A LIBRARIAN, 


Lae Bern ta RELOCATING OAFAN 
REMAINS, 


HE CATALOGUEO 
THE 


WAS BUILT? 


THE CRYPT SPIDERS FOUND THE SKIN-MEMORY 
OF AN OAFAN SCIENTIST WHO MOVED HERE. 


HE HAS MEMORIES OF EINA-AFA AS A PROTECT. 


LIKE LIBRARIANS. THEY'RE YOU'RE EXCITED THE LAST OAFAN WHO HAD A MEMORY 
eR HELPFUL. . SKIN TRANSPLANT EXPLODED INTO A ) 
SWARM OF KILLER BUGS, 


aoe ger jon 
are 
a 


T HEARD THAT THE BUGS 
WERE VERY HELPFUL. 


Th HERE COMMANDER Councilor Miadi is | HER PEOPLE ARE PERFORMING THE OPERATION! 
— AT IS YOU NEED suing to block the F way 1s THis OUR PROBLEM? 

ie IO SEES Fail-malding oF the 
librarian we Found, 


bd 


11 TAPPED YouR COMPANY'S 
LEGAL COUNSEL TO ARGUE IN 
DEFENSE OF THE PROCEDURE. 


NOT “SEE* WITNESS. 
WERE HAVING A TRIAL, 


RESPECTFULLY, CHIEF 
‘JUSTICE REYNSTEIN, 


WHAT IN THE HABEUS 
HANDBASKET. ARE 


court Is 
IN SESSION. 


Now 


THE COUNCIL SUES FOR CESSATION OF THE 
FOIL MELO. IT IS IMMORAL AND UNIUST TO 
CREATE PEOPLE WITHOUT FIRST SECURING 
FOR THEM PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW. 


The person that 
emerges From the 
OD) \f mete wit! have Fut 
protection under 
the lew. Obviously. 


PER THE LIBERTY AND IDENTITY CLAUSE IN SECTION ONE 
OF THE EA-CC, THE COURT FINDS WITH THE DEFENSE. 
THE CREATURE EMERGING FROM THIS MELD WILL BE 
CONSIDERED A SOPHONT, AND GRANTED FULL 
INDIMOUAL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES UNDER THE LAW. 


COUNCILOR, IF THERE IS EXISTING. 
LEGISLATION SUGGESTING OTHERWISE, THE COURT 
IMANDATES THAT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL REWRITE 
THOSE LAWS TO COMPLY WITH THIS JUDGEMENT. 


CASE CLOSED. 


THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR PARTICIPATION 
IN THE LEGAL 
PROCESS. 


21D You gust STAGE 
ATRIAL IN ORDER TO 
SET A PRECEDENT? 


THE RECORO WILL 
SHOW THAT WE SET 
MORE THAN SUST 
(ONE PRECEDENT. 


He wouldn't tot 
im wear a wig. 


USED TO LOVE THE TRAPPINGS 
(OF A COURT IN SESSION. 


DAYS I SEE THE ROBES AND THE 
REST FOR WHAT THEY ARE 


TF “SECURITY THEATER" 
MAKES PEOPLE BELIEVE 
THEYRE SAFE, THEN 
“LEGAL THEATER: 
MmaKES THEM BELIEVE 
THERE IS JUSTICE 


WE'RE BETTER OFF IF PEOPLE CAN SEE 
ACTUAL JUSTICE, AND THEN BELIEVE. 


YOURE SETTING 
‘A PRETTY HIGH 
BAR 


Ai glorious, 
wonderful 
accident. 


TUMPSTAR PRIME HOSPITAL, NEQAFAN TR YOU MoH Be 
7 OLDER BY A COUPLE 
PHYSTOLOGICAL RESEARCH POD. “OF MILLION YEARS. 


WHERE'S THIS ANCIENT LIBRARIAN YOU'RE 
RESUSCITATING? I WANT TO TALK TO 
SOMEONE IY OWN AGE, 


I.OON'T MIND BEING. 
OLDER WHERE IS SHE? 


HOW 00 You FEEL 
‘ABOUT BEING 
SMALLER? 


1S SHE BEHIND 
THE BLIMP? 


IT'S GOING TO BE A TM NOT INTERESTEO IN HELLO IT'S SO VERY GOOD TO SEE YOU AGAIN CAN I 
‘COUPLE OF DAYS, T THINK. TALKING TO THEM, TROUBLE YOU FOR A QUICK TISSUE SAMPLE IT WON'T 
THE PRABSTI DOCTORS TAKE EVEN ONE MINUTE PLEASE? 


3 


WOULD KNOW, THEYRE VERY TOUCHY. 


TOUCHY HOW? I'VE ONLY COVER ME,’ GOING 
EVER SEEN THEM BEING NICE ‘OUT THE WINDOW. sg 


TDIONT THINK HE’ |] On He HAS A IT'S IRRESPONSIBLE. HE IS A GENUINELY J 1] Your HosPrTAL 

ACTUALLY GO OUT FLIGHT BELT UNIQUE SPECIMEN, AND SHOULD BE NEEDS FEWER 

THE WINDOW. ENCOURAGED 10’ TAKE BETTER WINDOMS. 
CARE OF HIMSELF. 1 


C cr ) ul 


A GIFT From THe a | 


UNS. AMBASSADOR, Z 


‘ABOARD THE BROKEN WENO. 


THE PRAGSTO! HAVE CLONED 
‘MELD-MINISTER MAIANUALA. 


MAYBE SHE WANTED 
CHILOREN SHE COULD 
RELATE TO? 


THEY'RE USING HER FLESH AS AN. 
ORGANIC TEMPLATE TO RESSURECT 
AN OLD MEMORY-FOIL. 


“HERE" IS THE PROBLEM, I WANT 
TO BE THERE, BREATHING LIFE 
INTO SOMETHING NEW. 


Is THERE AN ETHICAL ISSUE 
YOU WANT TO DISCUSS HERE? 


secause Tees a Vi 
ETHICAL ISSUE T MIGHT 
WANT TO BISCUSS. 


EACH OF THE GODWALLS ON EINA-AFA HAS WE ONLY HAVE THE || THOSE RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS MAY BE ALL THAT 
ROOM TO STORE ABOUT IS TRILLION OAFAN ABILITY TO BRING A || STAND BETWEEN US AND AN OAFAN ZOMBIE 
MERORY FOILS. Few OF THEM eack || Apocalyese { 


THERE ARE FOURTEEN 
WALLS STILL INTACT. 


IF EVEN ONE OF THOSE MASSIVE CRYPTS Is 


rt | KA 
Ie ale OF se esas ce oe 
SHE LWING BY THREE BILLION TO ONE. (cow ecaaite Road ors 


THE HABITAT STILL HAS FULL POWER, ROTATING TO 
PROVIDE GRAVITY AT @lz OF EARTH'S. THIS HAG HAS 
NO ANNIE-PLANTS, AND WE HAVEN'T IDENTIFIED 


ITP BROKEN 
18-014. 
‘ANY WEAPONS-GRADE POWER SIGNATURES. 
THE "BEC" STANDS 
FOR “BUUTHAND! FRAGMENT 
CATALOG," AND THERE ARE FAR TOO 
MANY FRAGMENTS TO BOTHER 
GING THEM ALL NAMES. 


THIS *SCRAP* OF BULITHAND! 

FABRIC IS 19,100 KILOMETERS 

ACROSS, AND HAS JUST ONE 
HABITAT IN TOW, 


THERE MAY BE AS MANY AS 5,000 F'SHERL~GANNI 

ABOARD. WE CAN RELOCATE THEM, IF THAT'S WHAT 

THEY WANT. THEIR ARCHIVE IS SOMEWHERE IN THERE, 
ANO IF WE'RE NICE, THEY'LL LET US LOOK AT IT. 


HOW CAN THAT TORN PIECE OF 
OYSON BALLOON ACTUALLY FUNCTION 
‘AS A PROPER SAIL? 


STAR-SAILS ARE COMPLICATED. 


BUUTHAND! FABRIC 15 
CRAZY-COOL STUFF. 


IS THAT ANALYST-SPEAK 
FOR “I DON'T KNOW, 
AYRE IT'S MAGIC?" 


WHAT I HEARD WAS “I DIDN'T THINK IT 
WAS MISSION-CRITICAL, SO T DIDN'T STUDY 
IT, BUT T CAN GET MORE INFORMATION 
IF YOU WANT ME TO, SIR 


THAT EXCHANGE WASN'T WHAT WE HAD 
IN MIND WHEN WE STRESSED CLARITY 
OF COMMUNICATION IN THE 
TRAINING MATERIALS. 


THEN YOU SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN CLEARER 


THE FABRIC IS LACED WITH MOLECULAR-LATTICE *STIFFENERS," 

‘OneHasty researc | 1| No Wretes a VMAGle LORD ER ALONG WITH HERE IS A LIST OF THE WAYS THE 

SESSION LATER. BUNCH OF OTHER SYSTEMS WHOSE PHYSICS T CAN'T STOR SSE GAN BE:USED 6. 
FOLLOW, MUCH LESS EXPLAIN. 


NOW, BEFORE YOU SAY “THAT STILL 
IVE FOUND J] OOESN'T ANSWER MY QUESTION,” I HAVE THE (STAR LIGHT, STAR BRIGHT, 
ANSWERS FOR YOU, SIR "ANSWER TO YOUR REAL GUESTION. LAST THING YOU SEE TONIGHT. 


THE SAIL IS POWERFUL, THEY POSE A THREAT TO THE HABITAT, THE HAB COULD OF THE WORDS *GOODwILL" 
BUT. THESE SAIL-POWERED BE LEVERAGED AS A HOSTAGE, AND TROOPS ABOARD AND “MISSION,” WHICH ONE 


ATTACKS POSE NO THREAT IT WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE VULNERABLE IF THE SUGGESTS OPENING FIRE 
TO SHIELDED SHIPS, SAIL BEGINS SLAGGING THE FACILITY, ON THE WAY INZ 


HATO Be 
“MISSION.” 


THEN THE SAFEST PLAN 
1S TO SHRED THE SAIL BEFORE 
WE BOARD THE HABITAT. 


WE CAN PROTECT OURSELVES 
WITHOUT A FIRST STRIKE. THE 
BOATS CAN LAY DOWN 
STANDBY ORDNANCE, 


PRE-TARGETED, A B16 
ENOUGH SWARM OF MISSILES 

‘COULD PUT A STOP TO A SAIL-BASED 
ATTACK BEFORE ANYONE GETS HURT. 


THE MISSILES WOULDN'T EVEN 
NEED TO DETONATE. JUST 
ZIPPING BACK AND FORTH 
THROUGH THE FABRIC WOULD 
00 THE JOR. 


‘A SWARM OF MISSILES 
ISN'T GOING TO LOOK 
VERY FRIENDLY. 


THEY'RE ON STANDBY. 


WE'RE HAILING WITH THE PROTOCOLS HE PROVIDED, BUT 
NOBODY IS ANSWERING. YOU MIGHT HAVE 
TO MAKE YOUR OWN DOOR. 


IS EVERYTHING 
OKAY, CORPORAL? 


ID PETEY SAY 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
WHO IS SUPPOSED 
TO BE ANSWERING 
THE DOOR HERE? 


LIEUTENANT PIBALD Has 
BEGUN LEAKING JO¥. 


STILL. NO ANSWER. MAKE 
A HOLE, LIEUTENANT. 


WATCH THE LIEUTENANT CAREFULLY, 
KI. HE KNOWS HOW TO MAKE A 
PROPERLY SIZED DOOR 


“A HOLE" YOU SAY. YOU 
WOUND me, COMMANDER 


HOW LONG ON THAT 
HOLE, LIEUTENANT? 


MEASURE TWICE. 
cut ONCE, 


THAT STATEMENT 
HAD NO UNITS OF 
TIRE IN IT. 


THIS 1S A “FRIENDLY® ENTRY. T'Mh 
PP | ASSUMING YOu WANT Me TO NOT KILL 


C A, “ivory SANONG On "me OTe 
“ioe OF Tris PATCH OF HALL? 
PAA 


YES, BUT T'0 RATHER THE DOORBELL TOLO Me I NEED 10 
NONE'OF US DIE OF OLO BUNCH THROUGH THIRTY-ONE 
‘AGE WHILE WE WAIT. CENTIMETERS OF HULLMETAL 


THIS RIBBON OF POLY-DOPED BOOMEX HAS TO CUT CARBONAN, BURN 
PIEZOGEL, SHATTER CERAMICS, DENATURE GLASS-PHASE TITANALLOYS, 
AND ELECTROCUTE NANNY-FOAM, AND IT NEEDS TO DO ALL 

THAT WITHOUT THROWING SHRAPNEL, INCANDESCENT GAS, 

OR HARD RADS AT THE NICE PEOPLE’ LIVING INSIDE, 


GOT A ROOM FULL 


THAT MEANS ¥ 
IMP CORPSES HERE. Bente 


ais 


LIEUTENANT PIBALD SAS 
HIS ATH ASSES ME THA 
NOT OUR FAULT. 


BBY! YOU TOOK xeNoANATOMY JARS) 
CLASSES, RIGHT? 


1 NEED TO KNOW 
WHAT KILLED THESE 
F'SHERL-GANNI 


BUT 1 HAVE SUPPLEMENTED mY 
STUDY WITH LOTS OF KILLING. 


TLL TAKE A 
STAB AT IT. 


XENOANATOMY 15 
NOT THE SAME AS 
XENOFORENSICS 


ON THE BRIGHT SIDE, 
WE'RE MUCH BETTER ARMED 
THAN WHOEVER DID THIS. 


ALSO, I THINK THE 
PERPETRATORS TOOK 
"TROPHIES." 

ALL THE VICTIMS HAVE: 
SEVERE HEAD TRALIMA, NONE OF THEM 


HAVE HORNS ANYMORE, AND T DON'T SEE ANY 
HORNS FLOATING AROUND THIS ROOM. 


THE BRIGHT SIDE IS 
GOING TO GO A BIT DARK. 


THESE P'SHERL-GANNI WERE 
MASSACRED BY FOLKS WITH 
BLADES AND BULLETS, 


SERGEANT, WHY ARE YOU 
(00ZING YOURSELF Out 
(OF YOUR ARKOR-BUBBLE? 


Ebby said whoever killed 
these F’Sherl-Ganni used 
blades and bullets. 


HEY HEY HEY! 


STOP EATING 
MY AUTOPSY! 


Z - Besides, Ive A 
] never tasted y 


P’Sherl-Ganni 


Sorry, it looked! like 
you were done wit 


Really gameu, with just 
a fine OF something oil 
‘and acrid that doesn’t 
help the Flavor 
along ab all, 


JLTHINK WE DID NEED 
TO KNOW WHAT THE 
AUTOPSY TASTED LIKE, 


Mnm... your blade oil is 
‘He’ ade that ‘chopped’ 
lade 
off those horns. 


I 01D NOT NEED TO KNOW 
WHAT THE AUTOPSY TASTED 
HEY THAT'S MY KNIFE! 


I THINK I NEED TO 
OL THAT BLADE AGAIN, 


CAN YOU TRACK THE THEN WE'RE FOLLOWING || IE wasn't initiative. | || Im STILL GIVING You CREDIT, 

SCENT OF THAT OIL YOU, SERGEANT, THANKS |] just wanted to know || SERGEANT. CHAPTER IY OF THE 

YOU TASTED? FOR TAKING THE || What one oF these THOOPO HAS LOTS OF TIPS FOR 
INITIATIVE ON THIS tee WEAPONIZING YOUR APPETITE. 


fasted like. 


—. S | 
JUMPSTAR PRIME. ETS aWAZING, YEAH, BUT CaN WE 


Th \ 


STAND A LITTLE FURTHER BACH 


f 


ISN'T THIS AMAZING? THIS PERSON DIED MILLIONS OF YEARS 
‘AGO, AND IN JUST MINUTES WELL GET TO TALK TO HIM! 


BECAUSE 11'S A GIANT BAG || 17'S ALSO FILLED WITH LONG-LosT, ARCANE | [1 DON'T NEEO MORE REASONS 
FILLED WITH HYDROGEN, || INFORMATION THAT MAY VERY WELL DISRUPT }} TO THINK THIS IS DANGEROUS, 
THE GALACTIC STATUS QUO. 


TM NOT TRYING TO MaKe YOU 


JOU THAT Tees 
A MINIMUM SAFE DISTANCE 
‘ON THIS THING, 


WE MIGHT AS WELL STAND 
WHERE WE CAN SEE THE SHOW. 


SSAFE" IS OVERRATED. THE ONLY || HOW IS THAT ANY DIFFERENT? you're NOT SMILE MORE, 
PEOPLE WHO WANT YOU TO THINK |} THROUGH FORCE OF ARMS MI] welNKly ENOUGH sisTeR. YOu GOTTA 

THAT YOURE SAFE ARE AND POWER OF POSITION TO BE THAT BREAK THAT 

YOUR ENEMIES. WE TAKE THEIR MONEY. THING IN, 


HEY NOW... WE WANT OUR 
CLIENTS TO FEEL SAFE, 


RE ANIMATION COMPLETE, 


HE'S AWAKE. MAIA'S CLONEO 
ENGRAMS SHOULD LET HIM 
SPEAK GALSTANDARO WEST 


GREETINGS, YAEVOEFUI) 
YOU HAVE BEEN PO aware 
T KNOW. 


THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME: 
1 HAVE AWAKENED TO FIND 
‘THAT MY SOUL-FOIL HAS BEEN 
WRAPPED IN NEW FLESH. 


TT IS, HOWEVER, THE FIRST TIME 
THAT CRAWLING SOPHONTS HAVE 
TAKEN THIS LIBERTY. 


1 CANT WAIT 

TO LEARN THE EXTENT 
(OF THE MESS THAT WAS 
MAGE IN IRY ABSENCE, 


THE EDGE ENGRAMS ON YOUR FOIL AND BEFORE WE GO ANY FuRTHER, How \|} THE LAST BIT WE GOT 1 SAID “DON'T 
INDICATED THAT YOU WERE IN CHARGE |} MUCH OF MY SOUL-FOIL DID YOU READ }} | READ ANY MORE OF ME WITHOUT 
OF MIGRATING MILLIONS OF OAFAN BEFORE DECIDING TO BRING ME BACK? HY PERMISSION,” 


MEMORY-FOILS = 
SOUL~FOILS, SHOW 
SOME RESPECT. 


HOW MUCH WAS LEFT BEFORE You 
GOT TO THAT PART? 1 LET EXPLICIT 
INSTRUCTIONS, BUT I NEVER REALLY KNOW 
HOW THEYRE GOING TO ROLL MRE UP. 


WE HAVE SO MANY QUESTIONS FOR YOU. WITH 
YOUR PERMISSION, WE'LL BEGIN, 


WHAT HAPPENS IF 1 
REFUSE TO ANSWER? 


CAN I WAET FREELY INTO THE SKIES, 
ANO AGAIN TASTE THE BREATH OF GOD? 


IF 1 DO NOT DEIGN TO BE INTERVIEWED, THEY'RE SIMPLE 
‘At T FREE TO FOLLOW MY OWN WILL, OR QUESTIONS. 
WILL YOu FORCE Me TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 

BEING INTERROGATED, OR INTERRED? 


i? 


$0 1S THE ONE 1 
JUST ASKED YOU. 


YAGYOEFUI, WELCOME TO THE NEOFAN FREEHOLD. YOU HAVE 
IMMEDIATE CLAIM TO THE SAME RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES AS 
ANYONE ELSE HERE, INCLUDING THE SCIENTISTS 

WHO RE-ANIMATED YOU. 


HONESTLY, T EXPECTED 
YOU TO SCREW THIS UP, 


JUST NOT $0 QUICKLY. 


DEPUTIZE? OH, NO... DOES JUSTICE 
REYNSTEIN KNOW TVE DONE 
CULTURAL LIAISON WORK? 


DOES HE KNOWE 
CAPTAIN, T MADE SURE YOUR NAME 
WAS THE ONLY ONE IN HIS HAT. 


COURT TO SERVE AS YOUR COUNSEL AND CULTURAL LIAISON. 
THAT AGENT WILL FREELY PROVIDE ANY ASSISTANCE YOU NEED. 


WE HAVE GRANTED CITIZENSHIP AND STATUS TO ONE 
ANCIENT SOPHONT, AND WE HAVE ALREADY LEARNED 
AMAZING THINGS FROM HIM, 


WHY WouLD You 
00 THIS TO HE? 


THERE IS ENORMOUS INFORMATION ADVANTAGE 
IN THIS, TE THE REAWAKENED OAFAN LIBRARIAN 
NEEDS FRIENDS, WE SHALL BE GENUINE BESTIES. 


THAT DOESN'T SOUND GENUINE 
OR BESTY TO ME. 


YOU KNOW wiiAT? YOU'RE 

RIGHT. GO BE YOUR KIND OF 
GENUINE, AND LEAVE THE LEVERAGING 
‘OF INFORMATION ADVANTAGE TO ME. 


COMMODORE, THIS LATEST [seoxen wino. | WE'VE GOT THIS, CAPTAIN. WE DON'T NEEO TO 
saucers Tacit | |[orenwmne_] (tas Sobctct Sa"aMaits Groen 
You Tyne 10, eUN A GonvSEs, $0 WE ae TONCKNNS THOSE RESPONSE 
HRDER NESTIORTION. in ORDER 10 S10P THe FLING 


AH SO IT'S NOT LIKE A 
MURDER INVESTIGATION. 


11'S EXACTLY THE SAME AS 
‘A MURDER INVESTIGATION. 


THIS 5A BATTLEFIELD, 
NOT A CRIME SCENE. 


o'scOnNEGT. A BATILEFIELO 
NOBODY _ON YouR ROSTER 
15 A CRIME SCENE, HAS FORENSIC TRAINING. YOU CAN TAKE 
OWN THE BAD GUYS, BUT ONLY IF YOU 
KNOW HOW TO’ FIND THEM. 


BBY OID PRETTY WELL WITH “MUSCLE 
THE AUTOPSIES, AND SCHLOCK 15, 
FOLLOWING A'CHEMICAL TRAIL, 


WE'LL MUSCLE THROUGH THIS, 


I NEED TO FIND 

MY “OLD-EARTH- EPITHETS" 

PHRASE BOOK, AND MAYBE 
FLIP THROUGH IT. 


COLONEL, DO YOU HAVE A 
HOMICIDE DETECTIVE I CAN 


SORRY. SANCTUM ADROIT 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS HAS 
TASK-FORCED ALL OF THEM 
FOR INVESTIGATION OF 
THE CELGATE INCIDENT. 


IT WORKED HOMICIDE 
FOR ELEVEN YEARS, 


LIEUTENANT, IF I cuT 
YOU LOOSE WHO WILL 
SCREEN MY CALLS? 


MY OLD JOB JUST CALLED 
TO CONPLAIN ABOUT BEING 
THROWN UNDER THE SKYBUS. 


YOU TAKE THAT CALL, I’ 
TAKING THE LIEUTENANT. 


WHEN I SAID “WORK REMOTELY" 
T MEANT “LET ME INTRODUCE 
YOU TO. COMMANDER’ 

EBBIRNOTH” 


JARGON, CRIME SCENE 
TELEPRESENCE R16, OR 
CSTR, WHICH GETS 
PRONOUNCED *CISTERN” 


THAT'S FINE, PATCH ME 
INTO YOUR CISTERN, AND 
TLL GET STARTED, 


THOSE WOULD BE TERRIBLY 
USEFUL RIGHT NOW. 


Lk we 
OF eth. Ons OF yy F 
| 


HOW IS THAT GOING TO 
WORK? WE DON'T HAVE THE 
RIGHT TELEPRESENCE RIG. 


DON'T WANT TO STAR IN AN 
EPISODE OF *MURDERFINDER 
"AND MEAT-PUPPET.” 


THE COMMODORE RETAINED 
A DETECTIVE TO HELP US 

FIGURE OUT WHAT'S 
GOING ON HERE. 


NO, BUT WE Have 
HYPERNET COMMS, 
AND WE HAVE YOU. 


‘OH, COME ON, 
MEAT-PUPPET GETS 
Ga] | All THE FUNNY DIALOG, 


HELLO, COMMANDER 
WE SHOULD PROBABLY 
START WITH THE BODY. 


WHAT HAVE YOU GOT? 


WE'VE FOUND TWO HUNOREO 
AND SIXTY-ONE BODIES SO 
FAR. TVE AUTOPSIED 

THREE OF THEM, 


ee 


LJ you 
OKAY? 
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Th MENTALLY REPLAYING THAT 
MOMENT WHEN T CHEERFULLY 
VOLUNTEERED FOR THIS, 


‘HURRY UP. DENIAL, 

ANGER, BARGAINING, 
DEPRESSION, AND THEN PICK 
A PLACE TO GET STARTED, 


20 YOU HAVE ANY 
WITNESSES? 


WEVE ONLY 
FOUND BODIES, 


COULD THE 
WITNESSES BE 
HIDING? 


‘THIS STATION IS THE SIZE OF THE 
PARTHEDROME, COUSIN, 


STOP LOOKING 


EVERYBODY COULD BE HIDING. 


IS THAT ACTUAL AovICE, 
‘OR ARE YOU FINALLY AS 
FRUSTRATED AS WE ARE? 


| ff 
THE F'SHERL-GANNI ARE PRETTY BIG, YEAH? U BEEN RUNNING? YOU ARE STARTING TO SOUND LIKE 
SEVEN HUNDRED KILOS OR SO? Hee YOU: BREN CN iS; SOMEBODY WHO IS AFRAID OF 


BULLETS, COUSIN, 
MEAT MAKES HEAT. 

STOP RUNNING AROUND 

IN THE COLD, 


SCANNING FOR THERMAL TRACE WE'VE BEEN SCANNING AS WE AND YOU'RE STARTING 
IS JUST OBVIOUS ENOUGH THAT SLOWLY ADVANCE. THAT'S SOP. TO SOUND LIKE THIS IS AN EPISODE 
WE'VE ALREADY BEEN DOING IT. WHEN THERE MIGHT BE HOSTILES. OF MURDERFINOER AND MEAT-PUPPET! 


— 
EINA-AFA, IN THE SKIES 
‘ABOVE JUMPSTAR PRIME, 


WHY DID YOu MODEL YOUR JUNGLE 
WORLD AFTER OUR SKY-WORLD? 


AREN'T THERE MEGA-STRUCTURE DESIGNS 
THAT BETTER SERVE SMALL, CRAWLING 
PEOPLE LIKE YOURSELF? 


THIS 15 YOUR SKY-WORLO. EINA-AFA 
EVOLVED INTO WHAT YOU SEE HERE OVER 
THE COURSE OF ROUGHLY TEN MILLION YEARS. 


BUT GRIEF CAN WAIT. TELL ME ABOUT YOUR 
DESIGNS. T LINDERSTAND YOU ARE AN ENGINEER, 
WHAT 0O THE WORLOS YOU 

BUILD LOOK Like? 


TO YOU THEY PROBABLY LOOK TINY. WE DON'T BUILD 
ANYTHING CLOSE TO THIS SIZE. WE DON'T HAVE THE 
TECHNOLOGY YOUR PEOPLE USED TO BUILD EINA-AFA. 


1 SHALL CERTAINLY 
NEED TO GRIEVE. 


TM MISSING 
SOMETHING. 


WHAT FAILURE ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


WE FAILED TO PRESERVE 
GALACTIC CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
BEYOND THE BOUNDARY. 


YOU ARE DEFINITELY 
MISSING SOMETHING. 


WHAT KIND OF FOUND suRvVORS. MayBE 
2 YOU'LL FIND SOMETHING 
PERCENTAGES: YOULL Fin 


MY PEOPLE, AND THE GALACTIC ARCHEOLOGISTS OF OUR TIME, EXTINCTION, BUT ONLY BECAUSE WE NEVER 
FOUND ENOUGH RELICS OF ANCIENT CILIZATIONS TO 

DIECE TOGETHER A LONG, UNPLEASANT HISTORY WITH A 

FRIGHTENING PATTERN. 


SAPIENCE SPREADS AT EPOCHAL 
INTERVALS, BREATHING LIFE INTO THE 
GALAXY EVERY FEW MILLION YEARS. 


EXTINCTION OF SAPIENCE 
BLOWS CLOSELY BEHIND IT. 


A HUNORED? 
THAT'S WHAT WE 
ASSUMED ANYWAY, 


MODERN GALACTIC CIVILIZATION HAS UNCOVERED YOUR EXISTENCE ISN'T ‘AH, SKEPTICISM, 

‘A FEW PLANETARY RUINS, LIKE GHANI-RHO, AND ACTUALLY PROOF POSITIVE 

ELLWOR, BUT OUR ARCHEOLOGISTS DONT OF THE STORY YOU TELL. THE RISING GENERATION 
HAVE ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT REALLY 1S SAPIENT, 
THE STORY YOU'RE TELLING. 


YOU FOUND THIS 
PLACE. YOU FOUND ME. FLATTERY ALSO IS NOT PROOF. 


YOU DO REALIZE THAT ity 
COMMENT ABOUT YOUR 
SAPIENCE WAS NOT 
ACTUALLY FLATTERY. 


OF course. 1 was 
DEFLECTING THAT BARS 


YOU CREATED A FICTION IN WHICH 1 COULD PRETEND 
THAT MY INSULT BLEW PAST YOU UNNOTICED, 

SO THAT IN THAT PRETENSE T COULD 

FURTHER INFLATE MYSELF. 


I THOUGHT I WAS GETTING THE HANG 
OF If, BUT YOU CALLED ME OUT ON IT, 
50 T GUESS Tim STILL LEARNING. 


TF YOU ARE STILL LEARNING THEN 
YOU ARE UNGUESTIONABLY SAPIENT. 


ANO THAT 1S NOT 
fe FLATTERY, IT IS RESPECT. 


THIS "DIPLOMACY’ YOU DESCRIBE... IT IS A SYNTACTICAL FORMALIZATION OF DOES THAT KIND OF STATEMENT 
COMMUNICATIONS PROTOCOLS, FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF CONFLICT? MAKE YOUR PEOPLE RELAX? 


IT'S ALSO A SURVIVAL 
TRAIT, MY PEOPLE ARE VIOLENT 
AND FRAGILE. 


"FRAGILE? YOUR 


YOUR ENVIRONMENT IS 
FULL OF “SHARD AND *HOT," 

~ ANY COMBINATION OF WHICH 
COULD TURN ME INTO A FIRESTORM, 


RELAX. THE NEAREST SHARP AND HOT 
IS MEANT FOR CUTTING AND BURNING 
THOSE WHO MIGHT TRY TO HURT YOU. 


CAN WE GO BACK TO THE 
HAPPIER TOPIC OF EXTINCTION? 


EINA-AFA WAS BUILT TO CARRY MY PEOPLE 
AND OUR KNOWLEDGE ACROSS THE 
EXTINCTION BOUNDARY. 


IT FAILED. 


1 00 NOT KNOW 
WHY IT FAILED. 


THE SOUL-FOILS MAY HAVE THE 
ANSWER, BUT THERE ARE QUITE A LOT OF THEM 


IF YOU CAN HELP US 
FIND THOSE ANSWERS 
IN THE FOILS, THEN 
YOU DID NOT FAll. 
THE KNOWLEDGE WAS 
CARRIED ACROSS, 


HOW MANY 1S 
“QUITE A LOT?" 


JF YOU HAVE 
TO ASK, THERE ARE ALMOST 
CERTAINLY TOO MANY. 


1 TOLD YAGYOEFUL 
THAT I NEEDED sLecp. 

HE EXPRESSED SYMPATHY 
FOR THE FLAWS IN MY. 

EVOLUTIONARY PEDIGREE, 


IS THERE ANYTHING 
YOU'D CARE TO ADD? 
YOUR INSIGHTS ARE 
CRITICAL HERE. 


WHEN 1 TOLD THE YOU REALLY OUGHT TO Give 
LIBRARIAN T NEEDED 
Be eeoe CAPTAIN SORLIE A RAISE. 
T NEED SLEEP. 1M WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT, LANDON. 
T CAN'T PAY PEOPLE 
WHAT THEYRE WORTH. 


TIVE BEEN CONTEMPLATING MOTIVE. AFTER A WAFR. 
BIT OF DIGGING, 1 FOUND A FOOTNOTE THAT 
SUGGESTS THAT F'SHERL-GANNI HORNS ARE Irs A WOM, 


UMPLEMENTATION. 


WAR STANDS FOR 
“WRITE-AND-FORGET REGISTER" 
TTS A WRITE-ONLY MEMORY SYSTEM 
FOR DATA NOBODY NEEDS, BUT 
THAT NOBODY WANTS TO LOSE, 


‘OH. I GUESS THIS 
DISCUSSION WAS HELPFUL? 


OH, FOR THE 
LOVE OF BLOODY, 
‘BLINKING. SAND. 


THE AMPUTATED HORNS 
ARE THE ARCHIVE WE'RE 
SUPPOSED TO RECOVER 


tS DISCUSSION stow 
HAVE STARTED WITH “WAFER 
MEANS MISSION OBJECTIVE.” 


COMMANDER SHODAN, THE MISSING HORNS 
ARE THE ARCHIVE WE'RE LOOKING FOR. 


WHOEVER KILLED THESE F'SHERL-GANNI 
IS ALSO TRYING TO KEEP US FROM 
READING THEIR HISTORY. 


TILL PASS THAT ALONG. BUT IT 
WON'T SPEED UP THE SEARCH. 


COME ON. 
LIGHT A FIRE 
UNDER ‘Ef, 


SPACE STATIONS 
ARE BAD PLACES TO 
LIGHT FIRES. EVEN 

METAPHORICAL FIRES. 


THAT, AND DOCTOR NGUYEN'S LECTURE 
HIT THE SWEET SPOT BETWEEN "BORING" 
AND “TERRIFYING.” 


ONE OF OUR ANALYSTS REVIEWED THE LIBRARIAN 
INTERVIEW, AND IMMEDIATELY DUSTED OFF 
SOMETHING CALLED “FERIMI'S PARADOX: 


WELL, THAT WAS 
UNPLEASANT, 


FERMI WAS A PRE-coNTacT || FERMI'S MATH SAYS THEY SHOWED Up | { ONE THEORY SAID THAT INTELLIGENT 
GUY. HE WONDERED WHERE ‘A FEW BILLION YEARS LATER THAN LIFE KEEPS WIPING ITSELF OUT. 
ALL THE ALIENS WERE. THEY SHOULD HAVE. 


FoR A Soi, Tas 
THe ALIENS SHOWED OES THE mamH say FeQm FELLOW DIDNT THINK 
D>: QUESTION ANSHERED rey THEY Wee Lae? vey HorLY OF INTELLIGENCE 


LIVING IN A BUSTLING. 
GALACTIC CULTURE, IT'S 
EASY TO ASSUME THINGS 
WILL JUST KEEP: 
GROWING. 


SUT WHAT IF THEY WON'T? 
WHAT IE THE EXTINCTIONS 
THAT LIE BEHINO US ARE 
SOMEHOW SCHEDULED TO 
REPEAT THEMSELVES? 


SUPPOSE THEY LIE IN FRONT || SHOW ME WHAT TO KILL, 
OF US, READY TO WIPE THE 

SLATE CLEAN FOR THE NEXT 

GALACTIC CIVILIZATION. 


HOW 20 WE DEFEND 
AGAINST THAT? 


YOUR TIMING IS THE VERY 
OXIDE OF IRONY. 1 WAS 
JUST GETTING TO THAT BIT. 


WE'VE EXPLORED VAST SWATHS 
OF THE GALAKY. THE ONLY 
THING CAPABLE OF MAKING 
MASS. EXTINCTIONS HAPPEN 
ON THE SCALE OF FERMI 
PARADOX IS INTELLIGENT LIFE, 


AND THE PROBLEM, 
THE REAL PROBLEM, 
may GE THAT THE 
ONLY SOLUTION 15 
‘A MILITARY ONE, 


CAPTAIN 
LANDON 


TAKE YOUR TIME. 1 BET 
YOU'VE GOT MILLIONS OF YEARS 
BEFORE WE ALL KILL EACH OTHER 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP BROKEN WIND... WHEN WE GOT HERE, eveRYEODY AS "GOOD WILL" MISSIONS GO, 
WAS DEAD. WE HAVEN'T FOUND A THIS ONE'S SO FAR DOWN THE 
LIVING SOUL ANYWHERE. ‘CRAPPER IT'S COMPOST. 


PETEY, THIS MISSION 1S PRETTY 
FAR DOWN THE GRAPPER LET'S 
TALK ESCAPE CLAUSES. 


What about the You mean THE missiING |) Who said tho wxo sao it iswTz KU you prrcre THis 616 As 
archive? Have HORNS OF THE Oca? J) archive was in “SHOW UP, BE NICE, OFFER 
tou Found it? P'sharl-Ganni CERTAINLY ASSISTANCE, AND ASK TO 
THOSE HAVE BEEN horns? NOT YOU. LOOK AT THE ARCHIVES” 
‘AMPUTATED, AND 
ARE STILL MISSING. 


IN REALITY, THIS MISSION, HAS BEEN “SHOW 
UP, BE HORRIFIED, GET ASSISTANCE FROM 
A HOMICIDE DETECTIVE, AND ASK 
OURSELVES WHY WE'RE HERE.” 


T can see why 
you're upsot. 


I MISSPOKE REGAROING THE DEPTH 

(OF THIS CRAPPER-DROP. THIS MISSION 

HAS SUNK PAST COMPOST, AND 1S NOW 
BEING PRESSED INTO PETROLEUM 
UNDER SOME CONTINENTAL PLATES. 


I don't know whose plate tectonics 
you misappropriated in making that 
motaphor, but you lof out 
catagenesis and pyralysis. 


THIS CRAPPER-DROP 
SKIPPED THOSE BITS ON ITS . 
WAY TO BEING STINKY, GREASY FUEL, 


Tho kill Foo is already in your account, 
Commodore, sa you can back out now. 


IF that’s what you want: 


WHAT 1 WANT. 

18 TO KNOW IF YOU 
LIED 10 us, OR IF You 
SIMPLY HAD’ BAD INTEL. 


Which answer would you profer? 


BAD INTEL MEANS YOU Have 
DATA PROBLEMS, AND THAT FRIGHTENS ME. 

LYING MEANS YOU NEED US TO 00 A THING 
WE DON'T WANT TO 00, AND THAT'S TYPICAL, 


So iF my intel was bad, the 
fia you want to hear is 
that T fied to you 

about the mission, 


1AM SORRY I EVER 
TOLD You WHAT T WANT. 


My intel was Full oF holes. Even 
under my thumb the F’Shorl-Ganni 
are quite good at keeping socrots. 


1 WiLL GRANT 
THAT THE WORST 

SERIAL MURDERERS IN THE 
HISTORY OF EVER ARE PROBABLY 
GOOD AT KEEPING SECRETS 


Woll, they're good at it because they keop 
secrets From each ather. They orphan 
data, and then lose if, and they do this 
‘on purpose. Tt is an outrage. 


YOU SEEM MORE OUTRAGED BY 
WHAT THEY DO TO DATA THAN WHAT 
THEY'VE DONE TO LIVING BEINGS, 


T love all kinds of data, and 
living beings are data that 
maka mare data. 


YOURE NOT MAKING ME FEEL 
ANY LESS LIKE QUITTING THIS JOB, 


PETEY, THIS PLACE IS THE SIZE OF A CITY, WITHOUT 
A LOCAL GUIDE THE ONLY WAY TO FIND ANYTHING 
1S TO LITERALLY TEAR THE HABITAT APART, 
BULKHEAD BY BULKHEAD, 


When the residents: 
wore still alive, that option 
was not on ‘the table. 


1 WOULD LIKE TO LEARN 
ABOUT ANY NEW THINGS ON 
THIS TABLE OF WHICH 
YOU SPEAK. 


THE KILL FEE CLEARED 
‘OUR ACCOUNT. ARE 
WE OUT OF HERE? 


PULL EVERYBODY BACK 
TO SECTORS ONE AND TWO. 
QROP DISPOSABLE SENSORS 
EVERY FIFTY METERS. 


LOVELIER WORDS WILL 
NEVER BE SPOKEN, 


WE'LL BE USING THE 
SHIP'S WEAPONS FOR 
‘THIS PROJECT. 


ANOREYASN, EBBIRNOTH, 
AND PIBALD WILL COME Up 
WITH A DEMOLITION PLAN, 


THE CUTS NEED TO BE 
CLEAN. WHEN THIS THING 
COMES APART, WE HAVE 
TO IDENTIFY ALL 
THE PIECES, 


SEARCH-AND-RESCUE THAT'S IT. TELL ME 
1S EVERYBODY'S JOB. WHAT T'VE MISSED. 
ANYTHING ALIVE IS TO 

BE PRESSUIRE-BAGGED 

WITHIN THIRTY SECONDS. 


DUNNO, 
MISSED THIS KIND OF WORK. 


WE MAY WAKE UP SOME HIDDEN, 
AUTOMATED DEFENSES WHEN 
WE START FIRING. 


JHE MOST LIKELY PLACE 
FOR THOSE DEFENSES 15 IN 
THE SAIL. OUR FIRST SHOTS NEED 


TO SEVER ALL THE CONNECTING CABLES. 


POINT OF Ni 


cS, 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE A NICE 


1 RETURN, 


NO_ RETURN FIRE 
1S THE POINT. 


PRIME 


Rene 


THAT RIGHT THERE? 
THAT'S THE PROBLEM We 
NEED TO SOLVE. 


BECAUSE IT'S 
TOO Loup? 


BECAUSE IT IS A HIGH-AMPLITUDE, 
LOW FREQUENCY WAVEFORM WHICH CAN 
‘CAUSE PAINFUL MECHANICAL RESONANCES 
IN OAFAN BODIES. ESPECIALLY LARGE ONES, 


KNOW THIS. T HAVE AN 
ENGINEERING SOLUTION. 


50, 175 


‘A TEXTBOOK SOLUTION, ACTUALLY. 
SOME UNS. CRAFT USE IT FOR ACOUSTIC 
STEALTH WHEN THEY'RE FEELING OPTIMISTIC 
‘ABOUT SNEAKING UP ON SOMETHING, 


TOO Loup. 


WE'RE NOT THE PEOPLE 
WHO CAN PASS LAWS THAT 
SAY “DON'T GO TOO FAST." 


(OH.. YOU MEAN A PERISTALSIS BUBBLE, SWALLOW THE 00 1 GET TO Tif GLAD YOURE EXCITED. 

COMPRESSED AIR, AND SHOVE IT OUT THE BACK TO FILL BUILD ANOTHER |} ABOUT THIS. 

THE CAVITY BEFORE THE BOOM HAPPENS, YOU'RE GOING TO 
GET TO GUILD LOTS 


‘OVERSIMPLIFIED, BUT YES. PROPERLY CONFIGURED, 
‘THIS ALLOWS SHIPS TO TEAR THROUGH THE ATMOSPHERE AT 


YOU KEEP SAYING ‘BOAT BROKEN WIND HAS A BIG ENOUGH ANNIE THAD NO IDEA 
TO DO A PERISTALSIS BUBBLE, BUT SHE'S BATTLESHIP-SIZED. THAT COULD 


\BE CONE 


iit 


TECHNICALLY, 
TRUE. IF WE'RE GOING TO CREATE PERISTALSIS RETROFIT THIS DESIGN Is TECHNICALLY, 
KITS FOR VEHICLES TOOLING AROUND INSIDE EINA-AFA, WE HAVE TO FAKE UNS. CLASSIFIED 1 DON'T HAVE TO 


THE FINESSE OF A GIG ANNIE WITH SEVERAL SMALL, SINGLE-PURPOSE ANNIES, | SECRET SOME-—SUCH, GO BACK TO UNS. SOIL. 


T purchased some “top- 
secret” small craft 
acoustic stealth designs 
From UNS. Int-AET-Int. 


The logs will show that 
you all got that tech 
From ma, not Sarlie, 


HEY! I CHOSE TO DO 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT, 
‘AND YOU'RE MAKING 
IT FEEL CHEAP! 


You have @ greet many important 
things yot to da. I choose to leave 
you maximally abla ta do thom. 


YOU ARE... 1 DON'T EVEN 
‘NOW WHAT YOU ARE, 


Ai maddling, Faux-Furry breach- 
sucker who saves all his recaipts. 


OBVIOUSLY I’M NOT NEEDED 
HERE ANYMORE. NONE OF 
US ARE. LET BUILD-IT BEAR 
00 EVERYTHING, 


Not actually @ beer. 


THE BIT WHERE T'M SURE 
ERR... CARING. T'M NOT THE BEAR 


0 a ee 


NOT ACTUALLY CARE. x CAN YOU START OVER FROM 
jor 


INGGGH. STUPID, 
MEAN, PUSHY-MUSHY BEAR 


you's 
‘CUODLY-WUODLY. 


‘OUCH. iy SELE-IMAGE YOU, UH... NEED 
IS TAKING A TUMBLE "A BEAR HUG? 


Ea except FoR THE 
EVBERNETIC BITS 


That was sloppy. Why? Do you have some) 1) gocquse iF DOES Faze you. ||{ Look around! IF it's this 
sort of master plan easy to live Forever, whore 
are all the grown-ups? 


Having Captain 
Sorlie upset is bottor No. T just like how the I might—MIGHT—bo 


than having Captain Sartio whole “ancient prophecy’ immortal, but on galactic 7 
tried For selling secrats. trope doesn't faze her. time T'm still @ baby. Not supervising? 


Extinctions are a matter of record, 
but Bala-Finin overestimates the at 
‘of sophonis to wipe themsalves 
all tha way out. 


*Sophont” being a category 
that, For the purposes of that 
senience, dows not include you, 


I don’t want to be the reason 
intelligence goes extinct again, 
but I'm the best reason 

Tecan think of, 


Maybe have a nice 
chat with the 
Roverend? 


Moh, T already know 
what he'll say once 
ho stops screaming. 


THOSE cagles oissipate || Broadband transmission, audio 
HEAT QUICKLY, @uT THEY |) only, This is live. 
SHATTER SUST FINE. 


TAFA, TRANSMIT A 
REPLY, SAME BANOS, connected. Real-time 


WE HEAR YOU. WHERE Lee SiN 
ARE YOU? WE NEED 

50 @&T YOu OFF 

THIS STATION, 


4 a 7 vou OA) THINK THAT 
¢ Py woutpn'r yo. ig A cueatum 
SU, Ririiee onsen teaiasics S 
= / i py VAY 7 SN “A 
c h A « a rs <a 
~ aay Wes 405 \ q 


T THINK I WANT TO KNOW THEIR 
LOCATION AND THEIR VELOCITY, 


The sail is rippling, sir. I Done. Broken Ulind is now 
don't think cables are @ weapons-grade parasol. 
required For control. 


IS IT FOCUSING BALLOON THE SHIELD. 
MORE LIGHT ON ANO MAKE THE BIGGEST THAT BIT STAYS OUT 
THE STATION? SHADOW YOU CAN MAKE. (OF THE BROCHURE, 


The sail is attempting to HEY, REMEMBER WHEN I SUGGESTED WE SHOOT 
concentrate its Fire on (OUR WAY IN, GRAB THE ARCHIVE, AND BURN 
one side of section 1 THE POD TO ASHES ON OUR WAY OUT? 


THE STATION Has 
EMERGENCY BULKHEADS ON 
ALL SIDES OF THAT AREA. 


NO. T' GUESSING, 


BUT 1 AM SURE THAT SECTION WILL 
FIT INTO CINDERCONE'S HOLD. 


JAFA, SEND BOATS 10 fH) PUNCH AND CUT. minimize || ARE YOU SURE THE ARCHIVE 
BEGIN SHREDDING THE JI) BLOW-BACK. 1 WANT THE 18 IN THAT SPOT THE SAIL 
SAIL, ALSO, FIRE ON EMERGENCY BULKHEADS WAS FIRING ON? 

THE STATION HERE, AROUND THE ARCHIVE 

HERE, AND HERE, TO Holo. 


CUTTING YouR 
SECTION FREE OF THE 
STATION, AND THEN 
TAKING YOU WITH US. 


RARELY. OUR NEW MANUALS 
MOSTLY FOCUS ON 
KNOWING HOW 

WE 00 TT. 


THAT BIT STAYS OUT 
(OF THE BROCHURE, TOO. 


SORLIE, I ON'T GET IT. 
EE) TF YOURE TRYING TO 
QUIT, JUST QUIT. 


wey 


1 DON'T WANT TO QUIT. 1 
WANT TO CHANGE THINGS, 


FEEDING YOURSELF INTO 
THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
MEAT-GRINDER WON'T 
CHANGE THINGS, 


ITLL BLUNT THE 
BLADES A BIT, 


BARKEEP! DO THEY 

MAKE MEAT-GRINDERS 

WITH SELF-SHARPENING 

BLADES? I WANNA EXTEND A METAPHOR 
SOT CAN WIN THIS STUPIO ARGUMENT. 


SORLIE, YOU ARE CHANGING 
THINGS, CAN'T YOU 
SEE THAT? 


MAYBE 1 CAN'T. 


MAYBE 11'S LIKE I “CAN'T SEE 
THE FOREST FOR THE TREES” 


THE BIG CHANGES ARE 
OBNOUS, SURE, BUT T CAN'T 

SEE HOW INDIVIOUAL PEOPLE ARE 
ACTUALLY BENEFITING FROM THE TOP- 
SECRET CRAP I'M AGAIN EMBEDDED IN, 


HRRRMM KAY, THAT 
MAKES SENSE, 


» 


EXCEPT IN YOUR CASE THE METAPHOR 
IS UPSIDE DOWN. YOU'RE NOT SEEING 
THE TREES BECAUSE OF THE FOREST. 


WHATEVER. 
ior 
aN 
lA 
rr aris 1 


ME. T'S A FOREST 
METAPHOR, AND T'M A BEAR. 


A POLAR BEAR. 


RAISED IN A 
GIANT CITY. 


IN THE MIDDLE 
OF AN OCEAN. 


BARKEEP! MY FRIEND 
ISNT ORUNK ENOUGH 
TO AGREE WITH ME YET! 


‘THE NEXT MORNING, IN THE 
‘SKTES ABOVE JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


AND THAT IS 
HOW MUCH NOISE 
THE PERISTALSIS 
RIES MAKE. 


I HEAR ONLY THE 
SUGGESTION OF A WHISPER 
(OF A OISTANT BREATH, 


THANK YOU. 


JIN EXCHANGE, 1 CREATED 
THESE TRANSLATION KEYS FOR YOuR 
RESEARCHERS. THEYRE NOT READING 

"THE GLYPHS CORRECTLY. 


TT SHOULD NO LONGER BE NECESSARY 
TO PLUNDER SOUL-FOILS, BUT IF YOU WISH 

TO CONTINUE WITH THAT PROJECT THERE IS AN INDEX 
ENGRAVED ON THE LASTLIGHT END OF THE WINDWARD 
WALL, ALL THE WAY AT THE BOTTOM OF EACH SOULCRYPT. 


AN ENTIRE 
DICTIONARY! 


THANK YOU, YAEYOEFUI. WE ARE 
GAINING FAR MORE THAN YOU 
ARE FROM THIS EXCHANGE. 


REALLY? T'mM 
GING YOU LANGUAGE, 
BUT I'M GETTING SOME 

PRECIOUS SILENCE. 


GIWSTIORRENE THIS IS A DICTIONARY FOR SUPERGLYPH, INNERGLYPH, |] I THOUGHT THE IICRON LAYER WAS 
AND TOUCHSCRIPT, PLUS THE INDEXING SYNTAK JUST RANDOM NOISE? 
RESEARCH LIBRARY. USED ON THE CRYPT WALLS. 


YAEYOEFUI SAYS THAT 
YOUR WORK WILL GO. 
FASTER IF YOU LEARN 
TO READ. 


AND HERE IS A MAP TO THE TOUCHSCRIPT YAGYOEFUI DOESN'T 
DICTIONARIES YOU'LL NEED IN ORDER TO READ THINK MUCH OF OUR 
THE DATA ENCODED AT THE MICRON LAYER LITERATURE, EITHER. 


WHEN YOU READ THE GALACTIC MAP, YOU'LL SEE THAT IT USES 
THE GALAXIES OF THE LOCAL GROUP AS LONG-TERM 
REFERENCE POINTS. 


PERFECT. WITH THOSE 
REFERENCES WE SHOULD BE 
‘ABLE TO FIND ANYTHING. 


WELL.. ALMOST ANYTHING. 


WHATS THE CURRENT 
POSITION OF THIS 
GALACTIC WAP? 


THIS SHOULD 
MAKE IT EASIER TO 
DETERMINE THE CURRENT 
POSITIONS OF INTERESTING 
OBJECTS, ASSUMING WE 
KNOW HOW LONG AGO 
THE MAP WAS MADE. 


THE GALACTIC MAP WAS AH, ONE, TWO THREE NO. SIX IS HERE. 17° LYING PLAT TAFA KNOCKED IT DOWN 
INSCRIBED ON THE EXTE FOUR FIVE... AND BECAUSE HE WANTED STRONG 
Wale Oe Suctyer sk STOUR PE AND STK LY IN HURRICANE ENRONMENTAL PRESSOR 
COUNT IN FROM THE THAT'S PRACTICALLY NEXT 

FIRSTLIGHT END. DOOR, LEEWARD, ABUTTING 


THE HURRICANE TRACK, 


50.. UNDER THE 
GIANT HURRICANE 
‘OF DEATH, 


TLL TELL THE 
CARTOGRAPHERS 
TO BRING PONCHOS. 


THOSE ORDERS WILL TAKE TWO 
MINUTES, FORTY MINUTES, AND 
FIVE HUNDRED AND THREE 


‘TERAPORT DENIAL 
18 STILL UP? 


6000 curs, THANK YOU, CINDY. 


HOW 90 YoU FEEL 
ABOUT THREE MORE WEEKS 


TAEA MEL TAKE: CLOSE UP, LOCK iT COWN, 
(OF OFFICER TRAINING? 


1 FROM Here. “ ‘AND TAKE US HOME, a\ 


Lm TEMPTED TO FIRE UP Youve Gor YUP. IT'S PAIRED WITH THE ONE YOU'VE GOT A SUITE? 
'hY TERAPORT CAGE | 4 teRarort cace |] IN my SUITE BACK IN 

AND "PORT HOME ‘ONBOARD? JUMPSTAR. PRIME. 

WITHOUT YOu. 4 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
KEEPING THE BOOKS, THURL. 
HOW HAVE YOU NOT LOOKED 
AT YOUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE? 


I WISH YOU COULD BUlLO TeRAPORT YEAH. STUCK IN A POD-TOP 
CAGES BIGGER OR MAKE ‘EM SUITE WITHA BALCONY AND 
WORK FOR MORE THAN JUST ‘A WET BAR, ALL OF WHICH 
A COUPLE OF TRIPS. 1 CAN APPARENTLY AFFORD. 


BIGGER WOULDN'T HELP. WE COULD 
PORT HOME, BUT THEN WE'D BE STUCK 
WAITING FOR THE SHIPS TO FLY HOME. 


Tafa has pinpointod 
the denial systams: 
and is Firing on 
them, 


AH. 11'S THE “BURN THE 
STATION TO ASH" STEP. I HAD 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT THAT ONE 


WELL, PUT A HOLE 
INIT, OR MAKE A 
HOLE OUT OF IT. 


NICE SHOOTING, TAFA 
Ters GO HOWE, 


| BROKEN WIND. 


le cannot teraport 
ue. One donial system 
romains operational. 


I do not have a targeting 
solution. The denial signal emanates 
From within Cindorcone’s cargo ald. 


WE HAVE A PROCEDURE 
FOR THIS NOW, SIRS. 


BASICALLY WE 
DO THE SAME THING WE OID. 
LAST TIME, 


50, "AGAIN, 
SERIOUSLY." 


You're hoaded into a hurricane. 
Tim providing you with @ pair 

of mountain-sized, armored 
umbrallas. 


Tt splits in half, 


‘Tt sat next to Cir a 
et nent fel neocon. Captain Sortie. 


and is essentially identical 
T'va Flushed the 
presorvation gals, 

and am nou 
‘warbucking 
the annios. 


GIANT BOWLS ARE 
HANDY, BUT WE HAVEN'T 
ENOUGH CHIPS FOR 
THAT MUCH TZALSA 


THANK YOU , UT 
‘AN EIGHT KILOMETER SPHERICAL 
SUPERFREIGHTER 1S A GIT MUCH 
FOR A RESEARCH EXPEDITION. 


TO STOP THINKING SIRALL. 


LAM CURIOUS, THOUGH, WHY TRAVEL FOR 
‘ERRANDS WHEN YOU HAVE TELEPRESENCE? 


RUNNING LATE. I'm I WANTED To See 
ON MY WAY. THE RESEARCH SHIP 
IN PERSON. IT'S AN 

ENGINEER THING. 


‘ALSO, TELEPRESENCE 
FEELS LIKE THE FIRST 
BREATH OF NEVER 
GETTING ANY FRESH 
AIR AGAIN, 


1AM PATIENT, AND 
PLEASANTLY ADRIFT. FLINCHED FROM, EVEN, 


THOSE DICTIONARIES YOU wROTE? OUR HAHA! YES. THE FIRST IS ABOUT | I THINK T UNDERSTAND. THEY WILL VISIT 
RESEARCHERS LOVE THEM THEY'RE ACTING MANIC CONSUMPTION. THE SECOND | THE CHINA SHOP AFTER THEY HAVE 
LIKE KIOS IN A CANDY STORE. 1S ABOUT CARELESS DESTRUCTION. | EATEN ALL THE CANDY? 


Tha. erenen 
edhe ona Teen You aust anoxe aor 


SHOP," YES? 


METAPHORS FOREVER, 


T HAVE SEEN THAT THE MAP WALL WAS CUT T AGREE, THE FIRST OF OUR PEOPLE TO 
DOWN, AND LIES IN A HOOP OF OCEAN /” yes, BUT THAT WASN'T US. ‘ARRIVE HERE REMOVED IAFA FROM 
JAPA, THE AX. WHO WAS LEET CONTROL, AND... Ui, 
IN CHARGE OF EINA-AFA, DROPPED 
THAT WALL MILLIONS OF YEARS AGO. GAVE HIM 
A WARSHIP 
INSTEAD. 
TT SMELLS TERRIBLY 
IRRESPONSIBLE, 


THE SMELL IS 
QUITE STRONG NOW. 


BY ENTERING CINDERCONE'S HOLD 

BROKEN WIND. T am a very YOUR ENTHUSIASM SPEAKS VOLUMES 

[secon wy ‘mio lane Ones One pegs || ( Tonytacer! ) || SYREN Seo ince 
ee ES 


Captain, I can disable a, na mare 
that last denial node. shooting, 


THINK THAT WHOBIER, OR 
WHATEVER, 1S IN THERE WITH 
THE ARCHIVES 15 TRYING: 

TO DESTROY THEM. 


IF I'M RIGHT, THEN THEY WE RUN TOWARD 
nay BE HOPING WE FIRE DANGER, TAFA. 
ON THE DENIAL SYSTEMS. 


We MIGHT DESTROY THE 
ARCHIVES FOR THEM, 


What iE they ere trying to protect 
Us? Information is dangerous. 


id we 
bop tarving? 


SO 1 WAS RIGHT ABOUT OUR BOGIE USING THE ARCHIVE AS A SHIELO? 


I THINK SO, YEAH, 


YOU SHOULD PUT YOUR 

‘COFFEE DOWN, SIR 1 

WANT TO ROTATE THIS 
CAMERA FOR YOU. 


Mac, overwatch. Chisulo, you too. 


Cegs and Andy, get on your 
scooters and move to 


to look non-threatening. 


SomeTiMEs 1 woNpER WHY J 
WE BOTHERED GETTING —S] 
ARHOR FOR YOU. 


It’s eo | can Feel special 
when | climb out of my ball. 


gw, lan guys! Mba you 


er | brink Of e. 


YOU ARE HERE TO DISTRACT ME WHILE THE TWO WITH THE 
‘SCOOTERS ATTEMPT TO SNATCH THIS FROM MY GRASP. 


YOU MUST NOT ATTEMPT 
TO STOP ME FROM 
LIBERATING YOU. 


From what? | 
already changed 


out oF my armor. 


FROM ME, AND FROM MY 
‘QUANTUM LOCK UPON 
THIS. GALAXY. 


bby, the taraet sounds 
like @ crazy person. 
Please advise... 


Did you just say that 
the universe revolves 
around your 


J). ossepvation 1s mrLuence, ayp THE AcceuaL 
SPEER SN SNES Hi eis 


WE HAVE WATCHED FOR, 
HUNDREDS OF ROTATIONS! 


WATCHING EVERYTHING. 


WE WATCHED AND RECORDED FOR SO LONG THAT OuR 
INFLUENCE NOW PLACES US AT THE CENTER OF ALL THINGS/ 


THE ABOMINATION DRIVE ESCAPED us, |] BUT THE UNRAVELING STUTTERS WHILE | YET Can you start again? | think 


AND ALL THINGS BEGAN TO UNRAVEL. REMEMBER ALL. | AM THE KNOT THAT SWARLS. you made up a word back 
Chere, but I cicin’s set my 


‘AS THEY SHOULD. | MUST BE DESTROYED, LEST THE UNRAVELING BE i 
SNAGGED AND DRAGGED AGAIN INTO ASCEGNAROK. | L Mandibrain to record. 


No, AS THEY MUST/ 


rat. Section seven says 
this is probably over my 
Pay grade. 


YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND. 


IF YOU DO NOT DESTROY ME 
COMPLETELY, YOU ARE 
‘ALL DOOMED! 


Nope. Except For 

the part abeut not 

understanding. That 
bit’ makes Sense. 


Right. Hold! that 
thought. | need to 
look something up. 


You mighs get to 
ae eT eae get 
to’ make it happen. 


TT's SO PEACEFUL 
HERE, NOT WHAT T NTS LER, THERE'S A STORM TO WINOWARt 
WAS EXPECTING. ‘AND A STORM TO LEEWARD, BUT THEY'RE BOTH 
ABOUT 5,000 KILOMETERS AWAY. 


IN FORTY-ONE HOURS AKKROK WILL ARRIVE ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW IS THAT 
WITH SUSTAINED WINDS OF OveR TWO 1 00 NOT WANT TO MEET A STORM 
HUNDRED AND THIRTY KILOMETERS THAT SOREONE HAS GWEN 


Ng I wnat ooes NO sense 


(OF CURIOSITY? 


THE OAFAN HIVES NAMED THE SO AN ANVIL MADE OF ACID 1 CAN SEE WHY THE LIBRARIAN LIKES YOU. 
STORMS AKKROK AND 1 COMING TOWARD US AT 
KUTSKO, 120 KILOMETERS PER HOUR. 


THE NAMES 
ROUGHLY TRANSLATE 

INTO “ACIO* AND ‘Base, 

BUT WITH AN EMOTIONAL CONTEXT MORE I CAN SEE WHY CHINOOK WANTED 
ALONG THE LINES OF “ANVIL” AND “HAMMER” TO GIVE US AN ARMORED UMBRELLA. 


THIS "LACUNAT AS YOU CALL IT, IS LOVELY. IT IS A RIGHT... WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
LONG-DRAWN SIGH, RESONATING SOFTLY WITH GO BACK INSIDE? 
THE HARMONIES OF PEACE. 


on, vacvo, youre a Por. 


“WROUGHT AND 
FRAUGHT BETWEEN 


BREATH-RENDING 
SCREAMS OF RAW, 
RAGGED RAGE. 


JF THE SKY WILL FILL, 
WITH HORROR T MUST SUFFER A 
ROOF, SECURE IN SECURITY'S GRIEF. 


WE FILLED EINA-AFA 


EACH PAIR OF WORLO-MOVERS COULD 
USING THESE VESSELS. 


SHIFT OVER SEVEN HUNDRED BILLION 
TONS OF GRANITE AT A TIME. 


PER SHIP, 
OR PER PAIRE 


PER PAIR SEEMS LOW. 


TT MEANS THEY WERE 
EACH ONLY HALF-FULL, 
ANO THAT WOULD MEAN 
YOU BUILT THEM TOO B16. 


THEN AGAIN, 
EVERYTHING HERE 
1S TOO 816, 


WHEN YOU 00. 
YOUR DEFENSIVE LAUGH, WHAT 
ARE YOU DEFENDING AGAINST? 


[Darvas tscan.J || okay. Twenty Kuicns curren east meres 
BIS LYON THAT TRANSLATES TO "NDEX® 
1 DONT WANT A na, 
WAN INDEX 
FOR A KAP 


YOU MEMORIZED 
THE VISIBLE GLYPHS? 


BUILT AN INDEX OUT OF THE VISIBLE GLYPHS, AND 
THEN SEARCHED MY INDEX FOR THE WORD “INDEX” 


IT'S JUST LIKE WHEN YOu 
USE THE *HELP* FUNCTION TO HELP 
YOU FIND THE “FIND FUNCTION 


YUP. 1's AN INDEX. T'LL START 
SCANNING AND COLLATING, AND 

BY LUNCH TORORROW WE CAN BUILD 
OURSELVES A SEARCH BUTTON, 


‘A MILLION AND A HALE SQUARE 
KILOMETERS OF THIS MAP IS UNDER 
WATER AND SILTED OVER WHEN WE 
BUSH THE “SEARCH" BUTTON THE 
RESULTS WILL READ “GO FISH" 


HOW MUCH OF OUR GEAR 


1S AMPHIBIOUS? 


ALL OF MINE 
15, ORYSIDER 


mS 
‘THE ARCHIVE, DEEP IN A SEVERED CHUNK OF THE GATEKEEPER 
‘STATION, EVEN DEEPER IN CINDERCONE'S HOLD. 


TVE HEARD 
ENOUGH. 


‘CAN YOU SHUT 
IT DOWN, MAC? 


THE TAD IS POWERED BY A CONVENTIONAL 
CAPSTACK, I CAN POP THAT WITH NO COLLATERAL DAMAGE 


% 


Commander Ebbimnoth was killed in he engagement. 


WE NEED THE DOCTOR TO 
BRING US NEW ADJECTIVES. 


*KILLED-KILLED,* 
‘OR JUST “KILLED?” 


GET Us OUT 
(OF HERE. 


Doc! Ebbu took a YW) aac. vers see 
eee ON nano. YAR Shot right through J) How muicH we CAN 
the brainbashet. PUT BACK. 


BAY, BRO! 


N WIND. 


WE CHECK AND SEE WHETHER OR 
NOT THE PATIENT HAS A DNR ON FILE 


BRING ME FOUR LITERS OF cL. SLURRY. IL] How do wo 


EBBY LOST ENOUGH MASS THAT HIS monitor thom? 
BLOOD-NANNIES WILL REQUIRE 

ADDITIONAL RAW MATERIALS 

FOR RECONSTRUCTION, 


EASY. NODE-JACK TO 
THE NEAREST MEAT, 


Immortality 
is ichier than 
T expocted. 


PETEY, HERE IS THE ARCHIVE 
YOU WANTED US TO 


Thank you! 
dust drop it 
anyuhora. 


ITS SAPIENT, 
AND UNHAPPY, 


AND I DON'T 
THINK IT WANTS 
TO BE READ. 


That das make the question 
of whether or not fo read iF a murky 
matter of morality and othics. 


YOUR MORALS AND ETHICS 
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN MURKY. 


Indood. Find on a related 
note, the balance of your 
pay has bean deposited, 
along with @ nice bonus, 


Second choice? 


YOULL END UP NAMING 
Me WITH ALL OF YouR 
WORDS FOR REGRET. 


4S | TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO YOUR. AGENTS, MY MEMORIES ARE 
GQUANTUM-ENTANGLED WITH ALL LIFE IN THIS GALAXY. YOu 
REMAIN HELPLESS PRISONERS UNTIL MY OBSERVATIONS 

ARE DESTROYED. 


The only quantum mechanics models that work 
that way are Found in poorly-rosearched Fiction. 


LOCATION OR 
VELOCITY. 


NEVER BOTH. 


1 KNOW WHERE YOU = 
ARE, AND HOW FAST 
YOu ARE ROVING. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT AN 
ELECTRON. 


ISTHMUS 
Galactica 
‘REALLY? 


REALLY. OFFICIALLY. 
‘THE COUNCIL BACK 
IN SURESTAR PRIME 


“JUMPSTAR PRIME” 
SET A HORRIBLE 
PRECEDENT. 


‘AN ISTHMUS CONNECTS TWO LaRGe BODIES J] THIS "RIBBON," NOW OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS 
SIN COMMER, OSes S02 ) | Terms OniachiCms BTONSER pew aun | ( YOUR Nave was repay 
Pa ae Hn geres nee ny 


. isc a 
nc 


THAT ARGUMENT MAKES IT 
EVEN LESS LIKE AN ISTHMUS, 


My NAME WAS BETTER 


TWAS THE FIRST 
PERSON TO POOP ON IT. 


IS FRBD01e7* RUNNING You two Know that he HE'S ALSO DROPPING DEFINITELY Don't make him 
Busine Se ree gg SY “Sn a yuan? || Tato Seen) | Siem )'S {como over re, 
TE EOF SOW exan 


LIGHTS BLINKING. 


The index contains a condensed version of the galactic Good question. You SIM-TRANCE REALLY 

map, complota ith massos and rolative valacitios. I'm meatspace-types should BRINGS OUT YOUR INNER 

spinning that map Forward ten million yoars. ‘keep reading until you TACK-IN-THE-BOX, 
Find an ansucr. 


JF THE AP FIT ON A 
FEW SQUARE METERS OF MICRON-LAYER 
ENCODING. WHY DID THE OAFA GUILD AN ENTIRE MAP WALL? 


HOW FAST 1S THAT Sim FRSD, AT THAT RATE YOU'LL FINISH THE TEN YET NO MATTER HOW SNAPPY T 
RUNNING UP THERE IN, MILLION YEAR SIM INA THOUSAND YEARS. €]| Am Witt OISION, T CAN'T 
YOUR HEAD? ‘COMPENSATE FOR THE 
GLACIAL PACE OF 
YOUR ‘iM, 


eh an oS 
@ decimal point without (> Oh yeah, 
checking her handbrain! A that’s brain envy. 


‘TUMPSTAR PRIME. nm 


AMBASSADOR, THE 
SCIENCE TEAMS 
FOUND SORETHING! 


THEY SPUN THE OAFAN MAP FORWARD TEN 
MILLION YEARS, COMPARED IT TO 

‘OUR MAPS, AND PINPOINTED AN 

ANCIENT STOCKPILE. 


SECURE THAT INFO, CAPTAIN, IF THAT 
STOCKPILE'S LOCATION IS WIDELY KNOWN 
THERE WILL BE A WAR. WITH SHOOTING. 


TT's TOO LATE FOR 
THAT, T' SORRY, 


ONT GWE ME 
*SORRY.* RUN IT 

DOWN! LIVES ARE 
‘ON THE LINE 


LASTED FOR CENTURIES, 


SUT NOW WE KNOW 
WHERE THE OB'ENN 
GOT ALL THAT COOL 
STUFF THEY WERE 
SHOOTING, 


NO, I MEAN WAY TOO LATE 
THE TAUSENNIGAN WARS 


I’M REPURPOSING IT TO BE A BOTANIST. 


«KS. 


oO iS ieee a 
SPIDER ON 
THE PATIO? y 
- THAT EXPLAINS WHAT YOU'RE WHY ARE YOU DOING THAT HERE, INSTEAD OF 
) DOING TO THE SPIDER ‘DOWN IN THE FABBERY: 


SWEETIE, I LIVE AT THE TOP OF SKY CASTLE IN A )Y BECAUSE THAT DUNGEON IS THE WISE, HANDSOME WIZARD SHOULD PUT A 
PRISTINE ALIEN JUNGLE. WHY WOULD T SPEND WHERE THE MIGHTY WIZARD PATIO IN THE MAGIC DUNGEON, NEAR THE 


FINE WORKING IN THe DUNGEON? Put Al Or THe most DIAMOND PRESS MICH WAS TOO 
—, wacle? BIS TO CARRY UP HERE 


IVE BEEN THINKING 
ABOUT HOW MUCH LIVING 
SPACE THERE IS HERE. 


ABOUT 180 TIMES AS MUCH LING SPACE AS 
EARTH, ASSUMING WE COULD FILL ALL 765, 

TRILLION CUBIC KILOMETERS OF EINA-AFA'S 
ATMOSPHERE WITH FLOORS AND 

DOORS AND STUFF. 


CALCULATING 17 ISN'T THE 
SAME AS THINKING ABOUT IT. 


HOW CAN YOU THINK ABOUT 
I WITHOUT CALCULATING IT? 


MY POINT IS THAT THE OAFANS HAD TO HAVE 
‘A REASON TO BUILD THINGS LIKE THIS. 


WELL, THEY HAD THE MEANS. ONCE SOMETHING'S 
POSSIBLE, SOMEBODY WILL FIND A REASON TO 00 IT. 


SURE, BUT WHAT IF ONCE THIS 1S 
POSSIBLE FOR US, WE HAVE 


TO 


00 iT? 


vA 


THEN WE GET TO BUILD OUR 
VERY OWN CAN FULL OF SKY. 


AND THEN HIDE IN IT UNTIL WE GO. 
EXTINCT AND GET REPLACED BY 
GIANT BUGS? 


SEE, THIS IS WHY 1 
CALCULATE THINGS INSTEAD 
‘OF THINKING ABOUT THER, 


ELF, IF THE LONGEVITY 
THING WORKS OUT, WE 
HAVE TO LEARN HOW TO 
BUILD THINGS LIKE THIS, 


IE WE DON’T, PEOPLE WILL EVENTUALLY 
HAVE TO MELT EINA-AFA COWN AND 
TURN IT INTO A GAZILLION ANNIE 
PLANTS FOR REGULAR-SIZED 

HABITATS, 


I. DON'T WANT TO LIVE IN A 
REGULAR-SIZED HABITAT. 


THERE YOU GO, THEN. IF YOU 
WANT SOMETHING FOR YOURSELF, FIGURE 
(OUT HOW TO MAKE ENOUGH FOR EVERYBODY. 


At 
HOLDING CELL ULTRA-SEVEN, SANCTUM YOU'RE NOT THAT SPECIAL, 
IOROTT PRECINCTORY, JUMPSTAR PRIME. 7 P 


We 


1M THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE. WHEN T 
VISIT SOMEONE INA 
HOLDING CELL, THEY ARE, 
BY DEFINITION, SPECIAL. 


WHAT YOU MEANT 
BY “SPECIAL 
TREATMENT: Was 
"MASSEY, PLEASE 
JUST LET ME GO." 


I'm special enough that 
thie Cel wl meherobe me iF 
Try to digest my way out of 


YOU ARE GETTING 
SPECIAL TREATMENT. 


All | oid was take my 
Plasgun out so | 
woultn't 


YOU SLAPPED IT DOWN ON THE BAR 
THE MOMENT THE BARKEEP REFUSED 
TO MAKE A SPECIAL TRIP OUT FOR 

OVALKWIK TO PREPARE THE CUSTOM 
DRINK YOU DEMANDED. 


| wasn't 
threatening him. 


y 
| 


YOU WERE THREATENING || So I can go now? 
‘HIM, BUT THE THREAT 
WOULD BE HARD TO 
PROVE IN COURT. 


"ASSAULTING AN 

OFFICER OF THE LAW" 
AND “RESISTING ARREST 
WILL BE EASY TO PROVE, 


YOU THREW ADROIT LANCE 
TANDERSIL THROUGH A 


BULKHEAD, 


| can pay For the 
‘bulkhead, and she 
was wearing armor. 


HER ARMOR'S FLIGHT SYSTEMS WERE DAMAGED BY 
THE VIOLENCE OF HER INVOLUNTARY EGRESS. 

MS. TANDERSIL FELL FORTY METERS, BREAKING 
BOTH AN ANKLE AND A TACOBUIFA KIOSK. 


her badge before grabbing my gun. 


YOU ATE iY BADGE, AND T 
WOULD LIKE iT BACI 


‘She should have 
‘shown me something that cic’ 
look like a Foil-wrapped police cookie. 


BRIEFING, UNS-TAT SCIENCE VESSEL 6IFT HORSE 


WE GOT SOME PRIORITY SIM CYCLES ON 
‘A PROPER Q-CRUNCHER, AND SPUN 
THE GALAN A BIT. 


WE THEN COMPARED THE Sim 
RESULTS TO THE ANCIENT 
OAFAN PREDICTION, 


SHORT VERSION: THE PREDICTION IS NOT ACCURATE, 
AND THE GREATEST INACCURACIES ARE FOUND 
WHEN WE ATTEMPT TO PINPOINT LOCATIONS 

FOR THE STUFF WE'RE THE MOST 

INTERESTED IN FINDING, 


WORSE STILL, THE REVERSE PLOT, BASED ON THE VERY BEST GASCA, IF THE SIMULATIONS ARE NOT ACCURATE, DO WE STILL 


GALACTIC MAPS WE HAVE TODAY, DID NOT ACCURATELY THINK THAT THE OLD PTH DEPOT ENDED UP IN TAUSE SYSTEM? 
TRACK BACK TO THE OAFAN mab, 


Wo4 Ds a me ee 

SPEER LR 

fey tas Cer Ba PRS 
TAUSE SYSTEM MAY HAVE BEEN A LUCKY BREAK FOR US. AGNUS 

HEHTHIGARS OUT OF PLACE OR GONG ENTIRELY, WAS NOT ORBITING TAUSE PRIME IN THE ANCIENT OAFAN MAP. 


GOOD QUESTION. PLOTTING DEPOT “AGNUS" INTO THE 


AGNUS WAS ORBITING AN 
F-CLASS STAR, AND THERE 
‘ARE NOW DUST CLOUDS 
WHERE THAT STAR 
SHOULD BE. 


DANITA AND 1 HYPOTHESIZE THAT THE F-CLASS STAR, WHICH STILL HAD OVER A BILLION YEARS IN 
NTS LIFE-CYCLE, WAS DESTROYED DURING A FIGHT OVER THE RESOURCES OF DEPOT AGNUS. THE 
DEPOT WAS ALSO DESTROYED, SO THE REMAINS OF AGNUS ARE WHAT ENDED UP IN TAUSE SYSTEM, 


THIS MAY EXPLAIN WHY THE TAUSENNIGANS HAD ENOUGH 
POST-TRANSURANICS TO BECOME A GALACTIC SUPER-POWER, BUT DID 
HAVE ANYTHING LIKE THE VAST RICHES WE SEE HERE IN EINA-AFA, 


UNDER YOUR CONJECTURE, GASCA, THE 
GALACTIC POWERS OF THE’ OAFAN' ERA 
HAD THE ABILITY TO DESTROY STARS. 


WE DIDN'T REALLY DESTROY STARS. WE JUST ... INHALED THEM. 


| THE DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE FORWARD SIMS AND 
CURRENT GALACTIC MAPS CANNOT BE EXPLAINED BY 
BOSTULATING A SINGLE EVENT. 


WHERE STARS ARE IN THE WRONG 
PLACE, HOWEVER, WE CAN 
CALCULATE THE MINIMUM 

FORCE REQUIRED TO 

BUT THEM THERE. 


WE CAN THEN map 
THOSE FORCES, AND 


ATTEMPT TO FIGURE 
‘OUT WHAT WAS 
GOING ON, 


AS_OF NOW, THE gest 
SOLUTION SET LOOKS 
LIKE GRAVITIC WARFARE 
‘ON A GRAND SCALE. 


THROWING 
BIG. STARS AT 
LITTLE STARS, 


WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO TRACK SEVERAL THOUSAND 
“POINTS OF INTEREST” THAT COULD PROVE TO BE 
SOURCES OF POST-TRANSURANICS, 


NONE OF THEM SHOW UP ON CURRENT MAPS. 
WEVE SENT SURVEY DRONES OUT, AND IN 
HUNDREDS OF SWEEPS WE'VE ONLY 
RE-DISCOVERED ONE OF THEM, 


THE OAFANS CALLED 
IT *ULI-OA/" WHICH PRETTY MUCH 
MEANS *WORLD-FORGE." 


“HEY EVERYBODY, WE FOUND A WORLD- 
FORGE" SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE FIRST 
WORDS IN THIS BRIEFING. 
BUT THEN 
EVERYONE WOULD 
HAVE LEFT EARLY. 


Holla, Captain, fim WAIT... YOU WEAR TiN GOING TO NEED 


THESE DAYS. 


‘hover over thom, actually 
YES, BUT IT FEELS LIKE OLO TIMES, 1 But ues, I'm our attorney, |] I assume you haven't unpacked 
ALMOST MISS HAVING YOU AS MY ADJUTANT. and ifs why I'm visiting. yet Rucksack hwo, Flap one? 


My exact words were “Sergeant | THege's THE CONFUSION, THEN. 
Schlock has been arrested. You | SORT THINGS OUT ISN'T THE 
SAME AS BAIL THINGS OUT. 


aie ERENCE noed ta come sort things out. 
HELLO, LeUTENANT. Hore are your trousers,’ 
SERGEANT OUT. 


1S_THAT WHAT YOUR 
‘ATTORNEY TOLD YOu? 


THE SERGEANT WILL NOT BE 1 SHOULD LET 
ALLOWED OUT ON BAIL. THE CHIEF JUSTICE 
4 EXPLAIN, HE SAYS 
IT BETTER THAN 
1 00. 


YOU.DO REALIZE Tay We CAN 
PAY PRETTY MUCH ANY AMOUNT THAT 
TAS REAL NUMBERS INT, OMT? 


THE SERGEANT WILL NOT BE 
‘ALLOWED OUT ON BAIL, 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK IS OUR HOW MANY RICH 
VERY FIRST HIGH PROFILE THUGS ARE THERE? 
VIOLENT OFFENDER 


HIS WEALTH, 
AND OF COURSE 

HIS ADORABLE SociopaTHy, 
MAKE HIM A SEVERE FLIGHT RISK. 


IF WE GRANT SCHLOCK BAIL, EVERY Go back ta 
RICH THUG IN TOWN WILL THINK WE CAN BE “adorablo shetepaih 
BOUGHT. FOR THE SAKE OF THE RULE OF LAW, nt 

WE MUST KEEP SERGEANT SCHLOCK INCARCERATED. T want to hear that agai 


‘THE COMMODORE'S 


HELLO mayOR, 
WHAT FAIR WINDS BRING 
YOU'TO MY PORCH? 


er 
ef BET 
meee, 
AEE tines 

es 
WA TAL THAT'S FAIR. 


IS THIS FORGE THING IN CONTESTED 
SPACE? DOES SOMEBODY ELSE 
ALREADY HAVE THEIR 

FLAG ON IT? 


BUT ONCE WORD GETS Our THERE 
WILL LIKELY BE FLAGS APLENTY. 
THE ARTIFACT IS EXTREMELY 
VALUABLE, AND SCIENTISTS 

ARE LEAKY. 


SCIENTISTS CON'T HAVE TO BE LEAKY. 


KNOWLEDGE |S MUCH 
UKE OSMOSIS 


GREATER CONCENTRATION. 
TO AN AREA OF LESSER CONCENTRATION 


1 HAD A CHEM CLASS ONCE. Fat BERS NOH Seclh 1O3E 
‘osmosis Requires A BETTER FOR THE SCIENTISTS 
SEMI-PERMEABLE 

MEMBRANE. 


or 


THe eTAmOR oT Ses gee IF You ( BREATHING BABAR I 


PROBABLY BETTER THAN BREATHING 


1S NOT PERFECT, HERMETICALLY SEALED BAGS, THE WINDS OF WAR 


I KNOW HOW 

MUCH YOU HATE 

SHIFTING CARGO, 
‘BUT IT WON'T 
SHIFT ITSELF, 


CAPTAIN, DEAR 00 You Jil] CID I aust THROW DOWN 
REALIZE’ THAT YOU SAID 

THOSE WORDS TO THE 
Best RozonCIsT INA 


A GAUNTLET? 


WE SHIP OUT TONIGHT. 
EVERYTHING T'VE TAGGED 
GETS SCHLEPPED TO 

THE SHUTTLE, 


ONE THOUSAND CRYPT 
SPIDERS ARE ABOUT TO GET NEW 
INSTRUCTIONS, AND BACKPACKS, 


NICE WORK, SERGEANT, YOU'RE get really buzzed so |} WAS ACTUALLY DEAD. 
STUCK HERE UNTIL YOUR TRIAL. | wouldn't have to 


WHAT 20 YOU HAVE think about bby, 
TO SAY FOR 
YOURSELF? 


It's not Fault! All| THAT WOULD BE A MUCH Have you visited him? 
Pf swncrunaonomrmecncrony. | ©,rot ry faut! at! || eT nO Be 8 eer eee 


YES, AND THE DOCTOR ASSURED ME 
THAT THE DROOLING 15 TEMPORARY. 


ANGH THABBAL!_ ONNA ‘AND SO DOES YOUR FACE. THAT'S 
THONNA WUB, GOSHOBBIN. PROGRESS! WE'RE TWO-THIRDS OF 
THE WAY THERE, 


= Wie 


190M Kou wnat | Your woRDs CON meaa 
Soirtnnes spain, |f sNvTRING, eu YOUR TONE 
UT We GAN FIR THs) || sioGESTS THAT YOURE ANORY 


you Hearo 7 scHLock was WITH TWO SHOCK-WANOS, YOU HELPED THE POLICE SHOVE YOUR 
BOARDING. A Nee VCR SR RS 1 AN ARMORED BAG, AND’ SERGEANT INTO AN ARMORED BAG? 
JUST BEFORE HE MAYBE A LITLE BIT OF 
‘GOT ARRESTED. HELP FROM ME. 


ARRESTED? HOW 
DID THAT HAPPEN? 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS. 


{1 WAS THE ONE WITH THE SHOCK WANDS. 


We HAVE A POLICY THAT COVERS UHAT THE OFFICER SAID WAS "AAUGH.. AND THEN SORE STUFF 
THIS. WHEN WE'RE OFF DUTY, AND rl DIDN'T HEAR BECAUSE SHE WAS FALLING OUT OF EARSHOT. 
NOT ON AN AUTHORIZED e 
OPERATION, CLANS : T CHOSE TO INTERORET THAT AS. 
“PLEASE ARREST THAT ANORPH BEFORE 
THs TENDER TANTRUM DESTROYS THIS 
LOVELY CRNKINS ESTAGLISHMENT, 
ANTS HGH CelINGS” 


SO THE POLICE ORDERED YOU TO HELP 
THEM ARREST SCHLOCK FOR SOMETHING? 


1 DIDN'T WANT A CONVERTED 
BATTLEPLATE POD. MY NEW 
PLACE IS SCRATCH-BUILT, 
COMPLETELY CUSTOM, 


SUNDECK, SPA, COMBO-KITCHEN, AND 
PLENTY OF ROOM TO JUST PUTTER 

IT'S HUNDRED AND 

FIFTY CUBIC METERS 

‘OF DISTILLED. 

‘COMFORT. 


THEN WHY AREN'T YOu USING )) 


IF THEY DELIVER IT ON SCHEDULE, T'LL BE 
TWENTY THOUSAND LIGHT YEARS AWAY BY THE 
TIME IT'S READY FOR ME TO MOVE IN. 


ang AND NO, WHAT WE'RE ORBITING DOES 
NOT LOOK ANYTHING LIKE WHAT THE 
: > ° | Sarans CocuMeNTeo ON IsTHhus 
° Mid | cauacnica 
' THIS 1S ULI-OA 
AS PICTURED BY 
THe OAFANS 


NOT “LOOKS.” 15, 
GASCA SAYS THE FUZZ 

15 FEATURES THAT EXTEND 
HUNDREDS OF KILOMETERS 
ABOVE THE NOMINAL SURFACE, 


HERE'S A PICTURE OF WHAT WE'RE ORBITING, WHAT 
WE EXPECTED, AND THE GAS GIANT SATURN, FOR SCALE, 


TT LOOKS Like somesooy )]] LeT’s CoNsiDER YouR “ULTRA-SMUSHED." WE GET IT. 
SMUSHED IT. WORD CHOICE, THERE. 
‘STOP TRYING 1O PUT “SENSE OF 


WONDER" INTO YOUR BRIEFING. 


‘A FRAMEWORK OF ULTRA-STRONG MATERIAL 
THE SIZE OF SATURN WAS WARPED, CUT, AND 
CRUSHED UNTIL IT WAS ABOUT THE SIZE OF EARTH. 


Si -e 


Neto 
ime) 


Pest 


TTS SUPER-STRONG, AND IT'S THE 
SIZE OF A PLANET. MAYBE SOMEONE 
COULD UN-CRUMPLE IT, EVENTUALLY, 
BUT NOT US, AND DEFINITELY NOT NOW. 


HEY, WE MIGHT Be 
‘ABLE TO LEARN 
THINGS WITHOUT 
BENDING IT BACK 

INTO SHAPE, 


‘ALSO, IT'S WORTH SO MUCH 
MONEY THAT ITS VALUE CANNOT 
BE EXPRESSED WITH MONEY. 


SO IT'S UsELEss, 
IND WE CAN'T SELL IT. 


THIS WORLD-SIZED WAD OF || ON THE UP-SIDE, ULI-OA'S EXISTENCE I HAVEN'T SAID 


‘commovore, 
PTU IS SO VALUABLE THAT J PROTECTS EINA-AFA BETTER THAN NOBODY LIVES HERE. 


NOBODY CAN HOPE TO 
DEFEND IT AGAINST ‘ARE YOU GOING 


EVERYONE WHO WILL 
WANT A PIECE. 


TO SAY THAT? 


IT's A MORE 
COST-EFFECTIVE 
TARGET. IT'S WAY 

RICHER THAN EINA- 

‘AFA, AND NOBODY 

Lives HERE: 


PROBES FOUND THIS "TREE," WHICH IS A TRANSPLANT 
FROM THE PERER) SYSTEM, 


IT HAS BEEN ADAPTED FOR LOCAL 
GRAVITY, AND IS LARGE ENOUGH TO 
SUSTAIN A COLONY OF THOUSANDS OF ESSPERERIN, 


OBLIGATION TO ASK THEIR 
PERMISSION JUST TO BE IN ORBIT. 


WE'RE ALREADY IN ORQIT. 1 BET WE 
CAN GET AWAY WITH LOTS OF 


Is it lawyer time? 
You're making noisos 
ifs lawyer time, 


Consider this scenario: 
After Uli-Oa inevitably 
becomes a war zone, 
‘cur orbital violation 
will come to light. 


Some greedy party will suo, 
and the case will be mado 
that our uninvited arrival 
resulted in tha ontira 
conflict. 


That wes it. Worst-case is us being 
hold hostages by the court as the 
entire judicial systom collapses 

during @ Galactic War. 


OKAY, SUNSHINE, LET'S 
HAVE ‘THE BEST-CASE 
SCENARIO. 


Fictual damages ill 
easily total more than 
‘ur entire net worth, 
significant though that is. 


ENNES@Y, YOU'VE 
GOT TOO Much 
IMAGINATION, AND 
NOT ENOUGH ACTUAL 
IMAGINATION. 


HERE'S WHAT WE DO. SIGNAL THE MADE IN GOOD FAITH, | ARE WE THE GOOD GUYS IF WE'RE 
COLONY BELOW. "WE FOUND YouR_) | THAT OFFER PUTS Us UNDER] THIS CRAFTY ABOUT BEING THE 
WORLD ON A MAP, AND ITS SAMARITAN CLAUSES. 

LOCATION IS NO LONGER A BOON: Weies HERE 


LEGALLY. 


I'M A CAREER GO00-GUN. 
THis QUALIFIES AS “JUSTIFIABLY 
CRAFTY RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 


EVACUATE BEFORE THE MOB ARRIVES?® 


ESSPERERIN 
ARE SMALL, 


ANY COLONY HERE 
15 IN IMMEDIATE PERIL 


BUT... CAN WE REALLY 
PRONE LIFE-SUPPORT 
FOR AN EVAC OF TENS OF 
THOUSANDS OF SOPHONTS? 


SMALL ENOUGH, ALSO, THEY DON'T 
NEED AIR IF WE RUN OUT OF 
ROOM INSIDE THEY CAN UST 
HANG OUT ON THE HULL. 


HOW OO THE ESSPERERIN NOT. 
ALREADY RULE ALL OF SPACE? 


THE ANSWER TO THAT 
‘QUESTION IS PROBABLY 
WORTH A COCTORATE, 


THAT ENORMOUS MASS EXISTS FOR THE SINGULAR PURPOSE OF 
SLERATING THE PAYLOAD, ALLOWING IT TO SURVIVE DELIVERY 


‘THE PAYLOAD ITSELF I5 ALSO A DELIVERY SYSTEM. ITS ENERSY EMISSIONS CAN BE 
LIKENED TO A THREE-DIMENSTONAL SHADOW OF A FIVE-DIMENSIONAL FARADAY CAGE, 


RAPOR’ 


THE TAUE PAYLOAD 15 TWO HUNDRED TONS OF 
‘SYNTHETIC INTELLIGENCE, A DIFFERENTIATED. 
“SWARM OF TINY MACHINES, 


RELAYS USED BY "MANNY," THE HAVE WASTED RESOURCES SUFFICIENT TO 


| ~ 
| ‘THE TARGET IS 4 SERIES OF LIF THE ATTACK FATLS, THE ATTACKER WILL 
MANICOUAGAN'S ARTIFICIAL PURCHASE SIX SEATS IN PLUTORLTAMENT. 


‘MANNY CAN SHUNT HIMSELF TO BACKUP RELAYS, 
BUT THE SPEED OF THIS ATTACK IS MEANT TO. 
TRAP HIM BEFORE HE CAN REACH A CLEAN ONE. 


MANIC SUAGAN 


~<_> 


* 


you really | T wont to 8 lot of trouble to 
fs your | cophura a UNS. battloplate 
with zara loss of life, 


Your F.L, Manny, is Fine. Ho's upsat, That's over your pay grade, but i 
and surprised, but I couldn't have want a war, the Blenipatent Domi 


done this without surprising him, Se 


CLEARLY WE DIDN'T 
RAKE IT DIFFICULT 
ENOUGH FOR YOU, 


PETEY,.. THIS IS 


AN ACT OF WAR. ef 


YOU HAVE SOME VERY NICE 
VESSELS OF YOUR OWN. WHY 
20 YOU WANT mY 
BATTLEPLATE? 


FINE. WHERE 00 YOu 
WANT MY GATTLEPLATE: 


Have You 
CONSIDERED 
SHARING IT2 


Nobady olse here seems to be sharin 


You're AFTER 
‘O'S. YOU WANT 
WALL 10 

YOURSELF. 


I's a 
tan-million-year-old 
artifact which still works. 
OF course I want it 


WE'RE NEGOTIATING, 
VIA AN AMICABLE EXCHANGE 
‘OF WEAPON FIRE, 


‘ara something you want. They're significant thinky-tima to being sentimental 
just nat your primary. goal. 


wealth of BTUs that you 


Disri dows not have the Ploase don't lie, Oisri’s resources not really omnisciont, but I've devoted 
imagine. 


WE DON'T WANT HOW CAN YOU POSSIBLY KNOW 
osay's RESOURCES, ANYTHING ABOUT OUR PRIMARY GOAL? 


T promise you this: I will deliver to you the wreckage oF IE I wanted to show ofF, I'd 
the Morokweng, and the ice upon which it rests. igt you watch ma caphure Oisri 
i e ithout killing evan one of tha 
T ill not examina it, and I will be 
place it on the surface of a {ioectaccron ein then 2 
world oF your choice in one ce: renee 
gently-laid-to-rest piace. 


THREE HUNDRED SQUARE 

KILOMETERS OF LANDSCAPE IN 

ONE PIECE? YOU'RE GENEROUS, 
AND YOU'RE SHOWING OFF. 


THAT WAS QUITE A 1 
PROMISE YOU MADE. FOR HOW LONG? That was a joho. 


Until T grow weary of coddling 
insufferable mortals, and move on to | CAN SEE THAT. 
‘omnipotent tyranny with hedonistic abandon. YOU THINK IT WAS. 


‘THIS ESPERERIN COLONY-TREE IS PERCHED 
FORTY-ONE KILOMETERS ABOVE THE 


THE CROWN Is ROUGHLY THE SAME SIZE 
B) NEAREST CLUMP OF ULI-O4 FRAMEWORK. Leia inane ated 


THE WORD “TREE” A REAL WORKOUT. "THE TRUNK AND TAPROOTS DESCEND ONE 
HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN KILOMETERS 
INTO THE DARK TANGLE OF ULI-OA 


‘TIS, HOWEVER, BIS ENOUGH TO 
FEED THE ENTIRE BESKIN-SASHTK 
(CLAN, THANKS TO ITS ACCESS TO 
RESOURCES UNAVATLABLE IN THE 
PERTRI RING, 


yi I DON'T WANT RUMORS. 1 WANT AN 
DEEP IN THE ESSPERERIN COLONY CITY OF BESKIN-SASHTK_U' rei1 me agour THe \| ACTUAL THREAT ASSESSMENT. 


TROY MERCENARY COMPANY 
HOVERING ABOVE US. 


wa) ARE 
B= Ps San0F = 


THEY ARRIVED IN AN OVER-ENGINEERED CARGO VESSEL 
WITH A SINGLE CAPITAL SHIP AS ESCORT. THEY DON'T SEEM 
THREATENING, BUT THIS COMPANY IS WIDELY RUMORED TO HAVE 
‘DESTROYED TWO BATTLEPLATES, AND STOLEN THE ENTIRE CITY OF CREDOMAR, 


THEIR MARKETING MANAGER WOULD 
BE A TRULY FORMIDABLE OPPONENT. 


‘AND T AM FIRST PROMIDENT ESK ANTOSSA. 


WHAT BRINGS YOU TO. 
‘HY PLANET, CAPTAIN? 


1 AMM ESCORTING A 
ELAR EAR RESEARCH EXPEDITION. 


CAPTAIN ALEXIA NONE OF US WERE AWARE THAT 
‘MURTAUGH, ‘THE ARTIFACT HAD BEEN CLAIMED. 


YUP. THIS 15 
Our WORLD. 


WiLL THERE BE 
ANYTHING ELSE? 


NAY WE SEND OUR RESEARCHERS TO THE 
SURFACE? WE WILL FREELY SHARE 
THEIR FINDINGS. 


LET ME BEGIN OUR NEGOTIATION 
PROPERLY BY DISPENSING WITH ANY, 
VARIATIONS UPON THE WORD “FREE” 


IT'S NOT SUPPOSED TO BE A THREAT? 
I THOUGHT THAT WAS KIND OF 


Murtaugh practiced and practiced, but just 
couldn't Find @ way to say it without it 
sounding like a threat. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
“LET US EVACUATE YOU" 
STORY? 


JUST WATCH HER WORK, 
oe > SON, THERE'S A REASON WE'RE 
d LETTING HER OO THE TALKING. 


(ONE NEGOTIATION WITH EXACTLY ZERO THREATS LATER 


WE HAVE A CONTRACT. GASCA'S TEAM 
‘CAN GET THEIR SCIENCE ON. 


WE AGREED TO LET YOU DO THE TALKING, BUT 
YOU SHOULD HAVE ASKED ABOUT THIS NUMBER. 


I O1D_1 ASKED 
ENNESBY TO CONVERT IT 
INTO UNITS THAT DIDN'T REQUIRE 
EXPONENTIAL NOTATION. 


TE we use “teracreds" wo 
can get by with just 
thrag zerops. 


THIS CONTRACT IS WEIRD. IT LOOKS LIKE YOU BOUGHT THE 
EXPLORATION RIGHTS, AND THEN HIRED US TO DO SECURITY. 


MAYBE BECAUSE I ALWAYS WANT TO 
BE ABLE TO SAY “IT'S ONLY MONEY." 


YUP. THIS WAY THE ONLY ENTITY 
WITH ANY LEGAL LIABILITY 1 ME. 


CHINOOK |S LIQUIDATING ALL OF MY EINA-AFA 
SHARES TO COVER THIS. IT HAS TO BE FOR REAL, 


PEOPLE WANT TO SAY? 


CONTRAC! Jour umerel Tf A SOLDIER. THIS Is NO || OUR NEW HANDBOOK SPECIFICALLY 
ths TTR AGT: Ui le AS NOUR, UML A eng) Ne DISCOURAGES GRENADE-JUMPING. 
IF OUR PRESENCE HERE RESULTS IN LITIGATION, LE A 7 

1M, Gaia Ore WELL, PLEASE DON'T FIRE ME 
T CAN oft SUED, BUT AS OF RIGHT NOW T'h JUMOING ON A GRENADE, WELL PLEASE DONT BE 


BASICALLY BROKE, 


NOBLE OF YOU. WE 
STILL OON'T GET WHY. 


THEY PAID DON'T LOOK AT THE NUMBER. IN PURE PTU VALUE WE'LL BE GETTING ABOUT 
HOW muce )| PAYRENT WILL BE REMITTED AS Raw || TWICE WHAT WE'VE COLLECTED IN THE THREE 
MJ} MATERIALS: THREE OF THESE OAFAN || YEARS WE'VE BEEN HERE 
HULLS EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT. 


IF WE NEED TO FLY, AND | YES, BUT WHY DID 
THAT TIME HAS PROBABLY | \ THEY PAY THAT? 
COME, THIS WILL KEEP US 

SOLVENT FOR AT LEAST 

TWO GENERATIONS, 


We HAVE MORE IMPORTANT ANTOSSA PULLED A BIG NUMBER OUT 
THINGS TO DISCUSS THAN MY | OF HIS ALK-ORIP, ANO HEY, WHO KNEW 
FULL SUITE OF ECONOMIC ‘THE TOUGHS HAD THAT MUCH MONEY 
CALCULATIONS. LYING AROUND? 


MY JO8 IS EASIER IF THEY 
THINK I'M A GENIUS. 


Tus was Goon W snis aLk-onip Has BETTER 
WINGSHINE, SIR. ‘ANSWERS THAN ALL THE 
TOWN'S TREE-TEATS 

PUT TOGETHER® 


1AM QUITE SURE 
‘THAT'S NOT WHAT THEY 
HEARD, BUT THANK YOU. 


‘ESSPERERIN COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNED. 


You'Re RUBBING YOUR 
WING-CASES TOGETHER 


LLHAVE ELEVEN HUNDRED CRACK SOLDIERS 
AT MM DISPOSAL, AND OUR “GENIUS" FIRST 


PROVIDENT IS TALKING ABOUT EVACUATING. 


HE IS SMALL-MINDED. 


WE CAN SEIZE A 
LOT MORE THAN JUST 
WHAT WE CAN CARRY. 


(OF COURSE SIR. BUT DO YOU WANT YOUR 
WING-CASES TELLING THAT TO ANYONE 
WHO WILL LISTEN? 


“SIGH.” NO, 1 00 Not. 
bed Gimme SOME GLUE. WE HAVE PLANS TO MaKe 


PULL OUT OF THE FUNK, GASCA FOUND AN OCEAN, 
WEVE GOT SCIENCE TO 00. 


J ‘ABOARD THE UNS-TAT SCIENCE VESSEL GIFT HORSE... DID THE WALL MENTION WATER? (OH, SWEET REVERSIBLE THUMBS. 
BECAUSE THE PROBES JUST SCIENCE AND \- 


ULI-OA IS BROKEN. WE'RE 
BETTER OFF GOING BACK 10 
THE WALL AND READING ABOUT IT. 


‘THE MERCENARY WARSHIP BROKEN WIND, BOAT #6, 


SIR, T'M NOT AN EXPERT ON THE esspeRERIN. JEN 
COMMANDER EBBIRNOTH WOULD BE A 
BETTER CHOICE FOR THIS TRIP. 


EBGY IS STILL UNABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE, YOU'RE 
THE BEST WE'VE GOT. 


SIMPLY SAYING THAT I'M THE BEST 
YOU'VE GOT DOESN'T MEAN THAT 1 


STOP TRYING TO LOWER mY 
EXPECTATIONS, AND START 
PUTTING ON YOUR 

GAME FACE 


0 THEY BUILD TO THAT |} THE COMMODORE'S HONOR GUARD WOULD 
SCALE? ARE WE GOING TO || ALSO LIKE AN ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION, 
FIT THROUGH THEIR 
BOORWAYS? 


THE ESSPERERIN ARE A 
LITILE OVER A METER 
TALL, ON THE AVERAGE. 


WITH THEIR WINGS STOWED THE ESSPERERIN ARE SMALL, AND THEY DON'T EVOLUTION REALLY 
SUT THEIR WINGSPAN IS AROUND FOUR METERS, AND NEED TO BREATHE, | | SHAFTED me. 
THOSE WINGS WORK. THEIR INDOOR SPACES ARE 

BUILT TO ACCOMMODATE THAT. 


ReMeMaeR, THEVIRE OUR \ 
HOSTS. TRY NOT 10 LOOM, 
‘OR LOOK THREATENING, 


IF YOU DIDN'T WANT LOoMINé 


F 
YOU SHOULD HAVE BROUGHT LITTLE 


SUITS. SHOULD WE EXPECT ADDITIONAL SURPRISES? 
EXPECT SURPRISES.” 


—_ 
tt PERE NICE. THE TINY ESSPERERIN HAVE MASSIVE MECH BY DEFINITION, I GUESS 
SaeES Feat nt Ng 


WGH HEA YOU GO PAE ONE IDEA THars A stat, 9 YOu fea BURAK HE “ERE BO 
WE REQUIRE MORE. 


YOU GET YOUR IDEAS? 


TM AN ANALYST, NOT AN 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 


1’ JUST ONE PERSON, ESSPERERIN PHYSIOLOGY 
‘AND THIS MOUNTAIN, ‘ABSTRACTS READ LIKE. 


OF DATAIS WAY OUT 

Like schemanics FoR 

OER BRE, ESOTERIC ROBOTICS 
PROJECTS. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE YOU HAVE 
TWO IDEAS NOW. DOES THAT MEAN 
WE'RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE? 


ON esspenegi prsioLcey. 
tee a 

VENTURA! I'M SENDING nt z 

SPR SBIONS )| int Set 


ae 


WHY mez 1'm ROBOTICS, 
NOT... MEAT-PLUMBING, 


‘AND THIS ISN'T EVEN PHYSIOLOGY. 
TT'S LATE-PHASE OUTPUT FROM 
SOMEBODY'S ITERATIVE 
MECHANICAL REPLICATION 
EXPERIMENT. 


MOTHER OF CHROME... THEY'RE 
SOLAR POWERED ROBO-FAIRIES. 


‘AND THAT'S WHY 
T PICKED YOU. 


YOU SOUND LIKE MY MILITARY ADVISOR’, 
BACK IN THE BESKIN-SASHTK COUNCIL CHAMBER. HEN EE 


WE WOULON'T HAVE 
TN ORDER TO SECURE THE SCIENCE EXPEOMION WE ‘ate 

NEED TO SECURE THE ENTIRE SYSTEM. 1 MEAN NO- NECA A 
‘OFFENSE, BUT YOU DON'T SEEM TO 

HAVE DONE THAT YET. 


COMMODORE, HOW WOULD YOU GO THAT MERELY SLOWS THINGS DOWN, AND || IS THIS THEORETICAL, OR CO YOU 
ABOUT “SECURING” THIS STAR SYSTEM? LETS YOU SEE THEM CORING. 11'S |] ACTUALLY HAVE THAT KIND OF 
NOT TRULY SecuRE. || STUFF IN YOUR TOY BOX? 


TERAPORT AREA DENIAL, AND A THE SENSORS ARE IE OF THE THINGS IN OUR TOY BOX 
MASSIVE DISTRIBUTED SENSOR ARRAY. ON ARMED MISSILES. IS A FACTORY FOR MAKING MORE TOYS, 


ESSPERERIN VAGUUM-SPEAK... [Your opinion, al | Thase missiles are ship-klers. Oo we DEPLOY AT Your EARLIEST 
4 ; 2 CONVENIENCE PLEASE! WE 
Wing Marshal?) }] | want them hanging aver our heads? WANT 10 BE SAFE 


il feel much safer once they've BMH] {nce they've been deployed they'll hang alot 
deployed their missiles across the system. YM | further Fram ur heads then they are right naw. 


I MISSED SOMETHING veRY |] THE ESSPERERIN CAN LIVE 

IMPORTANT BACK THERE. INDEFINITELY IN AIRLESS 

WHAT WAS IT? SPACE, THEY MUST HAVE 
EVOLVED A WAY TO TALK 
IN THAT ENVIRONMENT, 


RADIO, I THINK. 


THE NEXT TIME ANY OF US MEET 
WITH THEM WE WILL HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO LISTEN IN WHEN 
THEY SPEAK THAT WAY. 


YOU WANT IT DECRYPTED AND 
TRANSLATED REAL-TIME? 


DON'T MAKE IT SOUND 
OIFFICULT. MAKE IT SOUND LIKE 
YOU'RE SOLVING THE PROBLEM, 


LIEUTENANT THIS IS SO COOL! I FIGURED THAT OUT ‘I WOULD HAVE SAID SOMETHING SOONER: THE UNIVERSAL EARBUD 
2 vo ance exces om | SESeR VLEET |B Oot are ew, | Bie een ca 
ee eared ee ioe )|| AP coNeOn | Eee HEL ALF 


FORGWEN, 


NY BOYERIEND USES THAT WORD TO APOLOGIZE 
‘GIFT HORSE RESEARCH POD ONE, TWENTY ONE Eas PUTTS OUT FE NORE Tae 
KILOMETERS DOWN IN THE TANGLE OF ULT-OA 

50 YOU OBVIOUSLY DID) 
= SOMETHING. 


, a 
ao 
TE age. una 
Bo Bir obs 


"SOMETHING?" YOUNG LADY, THE 
= EGREGIOUS DESIGN FLAWS OF THESE 
CRYPT SPIDERS ARE YOUR FAULT, NOT MINE, 


wreckage ano \|| THE WRECKAGE SANK, AND 
TELEMETRY. JUST WHEN WE SENT ANOTHER 
GWE ME THOSE, PAIR OF CRYPT SPIDERS 


‘AND TIL GO. AFTER THEM, THEY 


AND DON'T THROW ANY MORE 
OF MY TOYS INTO THE WATER UNTIL 
FIGURE OUT WHY THEY CAN'T SWIM 


FILLING PANELS WITH BLACK EFFECTIVELY ILLUSTRATES THE 
WEAKNESS OF THE 400nm-800nm SPECTRUM UNDER WATER, BUT 
WELL USE BLUE SO WE CAN ILLUSTRATE THE SEA MONSTERS, 


BUT If WE RANDOMIZE ‘THAT ISN'T EVEN A THING, EXCEDT IN 
CHILDRENS SHOWS. 


(WHAT F WE LOOP THE 
SENSOR FEEDS 9” sTOp, 


THAT DOES NOT WORK. | 
a an 
\ 


7 WW WwHicH THEY 
‘TEACH CHILDREN THAT IT 
DOES NOT WORK. 


Twas contRouED 
VA HYPERNODE BY 
ANAL. IN OREM. 


WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SUBORN 
THESE CRAWLERS UNDETECTED. 


 [ezsenncroo_} How 019 you eet } || your contract sniewates |} ( tat OOEsN'T ANSWER HOW. 
IN HERE THE SHARING OF RESEARCH 


WE ARE HERE TO 
BE SHARED WITH. 


NOBODY HAS DOCKED HERE SINCE 
COMMANDER FOXWORTHY LEFT. 


‘THE ESSPERERIN DON'T NEED AIR. THEY COULD 
HAVE JUST... SCURRIED ACROSS A HUNDRED 
KLICKS OF ‘VACUUM AND LET THEMSELVES IN. 


WE WERE VERY INVITED, 
BUT THE LOCK WOULON'T 
‘OPEN, SO T FIXED IT. 


(OF COURSE! AIRLOCKS SECURITY AND 
ARE FOR LOCKING AIR IN, AND FACILITIES ARE GOING 10 
LOCKING UNINVITED GUESTS ‘OUT. FIGHT ABOUT THIS ONE, 


THIS MODULE 1S WATERPROOF, BUT IT IS. 
NOT HARDENED AGAINST EXTREME 
PRESSURE. 


IS THERE ANOTHER SENSOR 
ARRAY? THIS ONE DOESN'T 00 ACTIVE 
ECHOLOCATION. SO SILLY! 


PROPULSOR STACKS ARE A TERRIBLE 
CHOICE FOR SWIMMING MACHINES. 
THEY'LL HAVE TO COME OFF. 


Stop touching things, 
or I shall become quite cross. 


IT HAS A PILOT! 1S SHE VERY TINY? 


1 HOPE SHE DOES 
NOT MIND DROWNING. 


Tam nota pilot. I am |] All of the crunt spiders are mine. You do OLOGRA 
tha Goddess of Earth, || not have my permission to modify them. Llicsasll B BPORS 
Wind, and Blunbing. [7 20Es mar Goovess THING 


ACTUALLY WORK ON PEOPLE? 


Except it's nob Fun 

ft Felt lke | lost Five 

days, but what really 

happened was | lost 
a forever. 


really goes, but it’s Fun 
to cay ff Brat way 


Petey had all my"me" in a Fridge 
somewhere, and when | cied, 
Petey mace another me. 


When he died. I'm not him. Petey coud have mace a 
mne withow: the Firsr me being dead, and then there 
Would be two of me doing all the things, bu 
here | am and there is only one and 
that means | lost a Forever. 


‘And that means Ebby lost a Forever, and Murtaugh lost a 
Forever, and Kevyn lost Tike, Ave Forevers, and you have 
to get'me out of here | hate being alone. 


Cet me out and | wi 
be and only eat 
hammers you 


YOU'VE SAID MORE IN 
THE LAST FIVE MINUTES THAN 
YOU SAID IN ALL THE TIME WE 
SPENT TOGETHER ON EARTH, 


THIS INTERVIEW WILL NOT BE ADMISSIBLE HE CAN HEAR 
FOR ARRAIGNMENT UNLESS THE ACCUSED OUR HEARTBEATS. 
KNOWS WE'RE LISTENING, 


| can hear what 
you had For lunch. 


TM SORRY. AT THIS POINT THE F 
“ q TICE? I DON'T THINK YOU WANT ME TO 
Ant alone toe ImarTER IS Our OF ALL FOUR FEEL THe WAY 1 PEEL WHEN 


Chance RY Noe Jd OF YOUR HAND Gu SAY THAT, 


AFTER LISTENING TO. 
THAT SAD LITTLE AMORPH, ASSAULTING A LAW 

1 DON'T THINK 1 WANT ENFORCEMENT OFFICER IS A’ | I OON'T THINK YOU WANT 

JO PRESS CHARGES. He's | CRIME AGAINST THE STATE, NOT | TO KNOW HOW LITTLE THE LAW 
HURTING. HE NEEDS HEL. | AGAINST YOU AS AN INDIIOUAL. | CARES HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT IT. 


Tif NOT A LAWYER, BUT I'm PRETTY SURE THAT 
Sra MT Ris case ha cutie mat || THE STATE wust once te 
Nall he Counc arth SanetOn Abeer, |] SAS fe SAN TUM AROKT 


IN THE ARRAIGNMENT. 


THIS IS TRUE, BUT 
WHAT IN THE GODDESS'S GREEN CAN 
ARE YOU TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH, CAPTAIN? 


TILL HAVE ny Boss 
TALK TO HIM 


HOW LONG ON BUBBLES TWO AND 


“Forever, provided nobody 
‘THREE? T WANT THIS SYSTEM SECURE. 


dostrays our stuff." tle 
don’t know when that will 
happen, sa it's indafinita, 


The bubble-zero UDA is In Fifty-three hours we'll have a 
onfing, Bubble-one will 61-minute anti-teraport perimeter 
be up in Four hours. AMMA) which we can maintain indefinitely, 


/ wnat 00 
You mean ay 
TINDEFINITELY?” 


FIFTY-THREE HOURS UNTIL 1 
STILL CAN'T REST EASY, THEN, 


HELP ME DO SOME maTH, 
TP THOSE THREE HULLS ARE 
Worth Five Times WHAT 
‘THE ESSPIES CAN MINE 
INA YEAR, 


Broken Wind is roughly saventy-Four times the Esspererin ULI-OA ISN'T PORTABLE. 
annual yiold, and Cindorcone’s value in yield is two 


‘orders of magnitude more than that. 


Neither am I, 
unless T'm the one 
doing the carrying. 


Right. I so2 whore 


worth more than Cindy by twolve or thirtoon 
you're going with this. 


‘orders of magnitude, 30 i's by Far tha biggost prize. 


THE PROPULSORS MADE TOO 
MUCH NOISE UNDER WATER, 
‘AND SCREWED UP THE 
PASSIVE ECHOLOCATION. 


THEN WE GOT HEAPS OF GARBAGE DATA 
BECAUSE LOTS OF THINGS FAILED AT ONCE. 


THE CRYPT SPIDER SENT A FINAL BURST 
(OF TELEMETRY, AND THEN WENT DARK. 


THEN THIS SEAL FAILED, 
ANO WATER SMASHED THE 
FIELO ANALYSIS MODULE. 


{AS IT SANK 1’ NOT IN I KNOW. THE JOKEY STUFF BAY THREE MIGHT BE 
INTO THE THE MOOD FOR A BETTER PLACE FOR 
ABYS: TOKEY STUEE, J) MOOD SO YOU cAN stake | Ne TO. HELP Our 

fe FROM 
(B= 


KS A) 


THE FIX LIST IS LONG, Your list is good. Your FORCING Him TO WAIT IS PROBABLY Maybe we should temporarily 
WE CAN MAKE THE PARTS schedule is going to BETTER THAN FORCE-FEEDING assign Corporal Ventura to 
‘QUICKLY ENOUGH, BUT maka Gasca unhappy. J} im HIS FEET. customer relations. 


RETROFITS WILL 4 
G 


YEAH, SHE AND GASCA 
WILL BOTH LIVE LONGER, 


YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN NICER 
TO COMMANDER FOXWORTHY. 


CHILL! YOU'LL GET THE 
FIRST ONE TODAY. THREE HEY! THREE WEEKS 15 JUST 

WEEKS IS FOR RETROFITTING )] NAT HOW LONG IT TAKES. TT HAS 
AL ELEVEN HUNDRED. NOTHING TO DO WITH... WAIT, 


WERE YOU MEAN 


HELL TELL YOU HE WAS MEAN 
TO HER FOR SCIENCE, BUT 
YES, IT WAS DELIBERATE. 


FOUR WEEKS. OR 
ENGI MAYBE FOUR EVERS. 


WE COULD DO THE RETROFITS VERY 
QUICKLY, BUT THE GODDESS OF 
EARTH, WIND, AND PLUMBING 
FORBADE ANY MORE TOUCHING 
OF HER THINGS. 
THE GODDESS? 
01D SHE ACTUALLY 
CALL HERSELF... 


STAY RIGHT THERE. 


T NEED TO GRAB fy 
Comer’ tooteox) 


\ 
is 


01D 1 FAUX-PAS THE 
LITTLE HUMAN? 


SHE OOES ROBOTS. T THINK SHE 
WANTS TO TOUCH YOUR THINGS. 


COMMANDER? T THINK T HAVE A 
SOLUTION FOR OUR LITLE 
SCHEDULE PROBLEM, 


WE'RE NOT BUILDING MORE ASSEMBLY 
BAYS, IF THAT'S WHERE YOU'RE HEADED. 


NOPE! THE ESSPEES CAN 
HANDLE THE RETROFITS 
WITHOUT USING ANY OF OUR 
BAYS, ALL THEY NEED IS THE 
‘COMPONENTS, 


Find permission, which I know they 
do not yot hava, bocausa only I 
can mofa that out. 


IS CHINOOK MAD AT 
WmE2 TT SOUNDS LIKE SHE 
MIGHT BE MAD AT mE, 


They didn’t touch any of my erupt 
Thao nencoiay, | spiders. What wes Hhis audition? 


FAST, AND DELIVERED 
PERFECTLY ON SPEC. | 3 y / 


Tho Esspoos 

fs 0 ratrobit crate. \ THE HIRSUTE-SOPH HYGIENE 
STATION IS NOW AN AUTOMATED, 

FULL-SERVICE, HAIR-AND-NAIL SALON. 


J AM VERY SORRY FOR S| 
WHAT T SAID TO COMMANDER. 
FOXWORTHY, MAY T PLEASE JUST 

TAKE A REGULAR SHOWER NOW? J\¥ 


What about security? We cannot fot the Esspees modify the YOU'LL HAVE TO BE VIGILANT, THOUGH. YOU WILL 
crypt spiders in ways that compromise any of our BE MONITORING 300 ENGINEERS ACROSS 
various perimatars. 


THEIR FIXES WILL BE TWO RINGS AWAY FROM THE CONTROL 
NOGES, AND THREE RINGS FROM YOUR OVERRIDE PATHS. IF THEY 
EVEN APPROACH YOUR SPACE, YOU CAN MELT THE SPIDER 


You ara talking to tha Goddess of Earth, Wind, and HAAANG ON... YOU REALIZE THAT THE AMORPH WHO FIRST CALLED 
Blunbing. I'm already vigilant across an ‘entire YOU THAT NAME DION'T MEAN IT AS A COMPLIMENT, RIGHT? 
world, and its star system. 


‘ALSO, I THINK HE'S IN JAIL RIGHT NOW. 


Suffering For 


What's the mattor, 
Sorguent. What's 
roally the mattor? 


You know ev 
0 you already know. 


Yes, but until you 
fry to doscribe i to 
‘someone else, UO) 
won't actually know. 


(Or maybe you could Just tell 
me, and save us some time, 


IF it was just TIME that T 
wanted to save I would be doing 
2 great many things very diffarantiy, 


It's all the Forevers. Sergeant, every thing we do destroys | You just Killed a universe 
“Forever.” Each decision comos at ih which | get to 
‘So many of them are ‘And the kiln. the cost of an entire universe in Feel better. 


gone, and there's no which the decision was made 
way to get them back. a 


THIS LOOKS LIKE A PROJECT PLAN FOR 
LETTING ROBOT CLIENTS UPGRADE 
ROBOTS PILOTED BY A ROBOT. 


PLEASE TELL Me TM 
READING IT WRONG. 


You're reading Uou'ra doing that part now, 


\Git correctly.) by reading the report. 


t 


I'M LOOKING 
FOR THE PART WHERE 
PEOPLE T COMPLETELY 

TRUST ARE ACTUALLY IN 
CHARGE OF THINGS, 


Tho Essporerin ara Thay got Friendly, pick 
not robots. They're not |) a nice place to soltlo 
“manufacturad.” down, and then the 
Fomala lays aggs For 
Thay build each other \| the mala to Fertilize. 
tha same way you do. 


OF course, when you 
humans do if, you lof robots 
handia the application of the 

Fertilizing agents. 


WE DON'T HAVE FOAMED TITANIUM 
ARMOR COMPOSITES FOR SKIN. 


evolution some 
timo, sir. 


SORRY. 1 DON'T MEAN 
FORGET-FORGET, 


MEAN... UMM, 


You want me to pretend to ignore your 
anti-machine-life bias a3 I gradually shophord 
you into @ mora accepting Futura. 


OKAY, FORGET 1 SAID, 
ANYTHING ABOUT THEM 
BEING ROBOTS. 


I SHOULD BE 
NICER TO THE... PERSON... 
WHO OWNS OUR LIFE- 

SUPPORT SYSTEMS, 


Foar isn't 9 great place 
fo start, but iF is a place, 
and you ara starting. 


T don't Forget things anymore. Abusing 
that ability caused some serious problems, 


20 YOU WANT ME TO START 
WITH THE SOLUTION, OR WITH 
THE EXTENT OF THE PROBLEM? 


WE NEED TO CUT NEW HOLES IN THE HULL, 
‘AND INSTALL ALL-NEW AIRLOCKS, THEN WE 
MUST NOT INTEGRATE THOSE LOCKS INTO 
THE POD'S OTHER SYSTEMS, 


HOW CAN IT 
POSSIBLY BE 


PY on, vc0R 
SOLUTION FIRST, 


THE ESSPEES REBUILT THE AUTHORIZATION, 
CONTROLS ON THIS AIRLOCK SO THAT THE 
LOCK AUTOMATICALLY RECOGNIZES 
AUTHORIZED WISITORS, 


\/ IT WORKS 


BRILLIANTLY, 


THAT AUTH-LIST IS BEING PULLED, REAL-TIME, FROM 
LODGING AND SHIFT MANIFESTS VIA A PHREAK-TAP ON 
WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A SECURE MODULE. 


WHY CAN'T YOU JUST 
PULL OuT THEIR 
HACKS AND HAROEN 
THE LOCK? 


J CAN'T BE SURE T'VE FOUND ALL OF 

THEIR HACKS. THE ONLY WAY TO SECURE 

THIS AIRLOCK IS TO SLAG IT, AND THEN 
PAVE OVER IT WITH HULLMETAL. 


MAYBE IF T’D BEEN WATCHING THEM 
THE WHOLE TIME, MAYBE I COULD 
UNDO EVERYTHING THEY DID. 


THEY'RE IN THE POD 
NOW THUR. HOW CLOSELY 
‘ARE THEY BEING WATCHED? 


EXCUSE MME, CORPORAL? YOUR CAPTAIN 
JUST ISSUED A WORK ORDER THAT SAYS 
SNUKE THE POD FROM ORBIT” 


“NUKE; CAPTAIN? 
SERIOUSLY 


THATS NOT 
THE ORIGINAL 
DEFINITION, 


ALTHOUGH WE DO HAVE maseRS, 
‘SO WE COULD LITERALLY NUKE 
THE POD WITH THOSE, 


1 WAS USING THE ORIGINAL 
DEFINITION, “TO DESTROY WITH THE FULL 
MEASURE OF AVAILABLE FORCE" 


WELL 1 OION'T MEAN “HEAT 
WITH MICROWAVE EMITTERS.” 


(ONE AD-HOC ETYMOLOGY LESSON LATER. ECT THE ESSPEES parmicuare as so || IF we don't allow For some 
FINE THAT EACH PIECE IS electrons in that mix, the 
$0... THE WORD SUCRE THE ‘AN ATOMIC NUCLEUS, cloud may prove to 


‘comes FROM PERSONNEL, 
y be... energetic. 
"ATOMIC NUCLEUS.” FINE. eaar nie igi 

TO ASH. 


MY POINT IS THAT THE 
RESEARCH POD HAS BEEN WILL ALLOW FOR THE ASH 
COMPLETELY COMPROMISED. ) \y ‘TO HAVE ELECTRONS IN IT. 


Tm wiTH capraIN anonevasw, TAEA ano 1 can J) THose aren't reauny |] THINK OF THEM AS GIANT HORSES, AND THE 
Scout THe SISTEM FOR AWHILE, Gut WE ARE Sims mere alwe. J) esspecs moe THEM GY CMON TO 
ify Waleadaie tO mi arinck FROM THEIR BRAINS 


WHO ARE NOT cuTe LITLE 
ROBO-FAIRIES. ESPECIALLY NOT WHEN “ARORED CAVALRY* IS AN OLD 
THEYRE WEARING THOSE POWER-SUIT. TERM, NICE TO SEE THAT IT STILL FITS. 


IF THE esspees age || IF WE TORCH THE POD, We SET THE RESEARCH | THE QUESTION, THEN: | JS IT REALLY A FAILURE IF WE 
A SERIOUS THREAT, TEAM BACK BY SEVERAL DAYS. WE COULD LOSE 20 We DECLARE PACK UP AND GO HOME 
We SHOULD TORCH) THE WHOLE SYSTEM BEFORE THEY'RE UP AND FAILURE ON THIS OP, | BEFORE ANYTHING BAD 


THE POD. RUNNING AGAIN, =" HAPPENS? 


Vontura and I have been monitoring the 
Esspoos vary closoly on some “audition” 
projects. Thay'ra amazing enginears, 
but thoy're not magical. 


We must be vigilant, 
but we gain nothing by 
‘exaggerating the risks. 


THAT ISNT Your lack of sloop might be more 
GOING TO accurataly ascribed to humanity's 
MAKE ME SLEEP execrabla attempts ab risk 
assessment. 


‘ANY EASIER, 


ULTIMATELY WE'RE ALL. 
WORKING FOR YOU ON 
THIS ONE, MURTALGH, 


STICK IT OUT, OR BAIL 
Our... 17'S YOUR CALL 


THIS RESEARCH IS IMPORTANT. 


CIMLIZATION, CANNOT 
‘AFFORD FOR US 


WHAT IF THOSE WORDS 
END UP ON YOUR 


THE ANSWERS BURIED HERE 
MAY BE THE ANSWERS THAT 
EVERY 


PUT IT WHERE LOTS OF 
PEOPLE CAN READ IT. 


THIS SAYS THERE ARE TWO. THE. SISTEM WAP, MIT PRECISE MASSES AND VECTORS, 1 
MORE PRIMARY ENTRIES FOR ‘ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED KILOMETERS SOUTHWE 
THE ULI-OA FOUNDRY ON HERE: ON THE UP PACE OF THE ISTHMUS, 

LL. 


THE TECHNICAL SPECS OF THE FOUNDRY 
‘ARE SEVEN HUNDRED KILOMETERS 
SOUTHWEST OF HERE, ON THE 


THAT'S THE ONE 
WE WANT. CAN WE 
GET TO IT? 


IN DIGGING AND OREDGING TERMS, IT MIGHT AS WELL BE 
WRITTEN ON THE UNDERSIDE OF THE CRUSTY PART OF THE 
PACIFIC PLATE AT THE DEPTH OF THE MARIANAS TRENCH, 


THe meTapHion isw'r pearecr secause me ismamus Foy 


BECAUSE EVERY SQUARE CENTIMETER 
HAS MICRO-ENGRAVINGS WE 
WANT TO KEEP. 


TUM PRETTY SURE YOU SAID 1 


NEED TO FIND A BETTER "WE." 


HEY, GASCA HAS YOUR TEAM 
LEARNED ANYTHING FROM 
THE FOUNDRY? 


LIKE, *HOW TO BUILO THIS CRUMPLED WAD OF 
‘ANOTHER ONE? ARCANE TECHNOLOGY Is 
THE SIZE OF EARTH, 
‘AND SOME VANDAL 
FILLED IT WITH OCEAN, 


1 HAVE LEARNED THAT ANYTHING 
I CANNOT GET BACK OUT OF 
THE WATER IS NOT AMPHIBIOUS, 


SOMETIMES WE NEED TO LEARN 
THESE THINGS FOR OURSELVES, 


I1'S GOTTEN CRAZY HERE. WE HAVE A NEW SET OF SECURITY I ONLY SEE ONE IF THEY'RE THAT MOUTHY, THEY'RE 
PROTOCOLS, AND THE MERCENARIES HAVE HIRED THE PERSON SQUATTING, PROBABLY PRETTY GOOD 
SGUATTERS TO UPGRADE THE SPIDER-BOTS, s ‘AND HE IS NOT US. ENGINEERS, 


THEY TURNED MY SHOWER INTO A 
ROBOT THAT PAINTED MY TOENAILS, 


THE ISTHUS TEAM FOUND A MORE DETAILED MAP, Nor e090, sce Te’ 
BEFORE 1-0 WAS SHAS, we oat nae preneoms, 
CONTROL STATION ABOUT MAGNETS, OR MATCHES. 
edie HiNDRO KROME 
ane 


IT MIGHT STILL BE IN 
THAT MESS SOMEWHERE, 


AND IT MIGHT HAVE 
THE ANSWERS WE NEED. 


HOW D0 YOu FEEL ABOUT THE OLD 
SNEEDLE-IN-A-HAYSTACK" PROBLEM? 


DID THE MAP LIST A mass NO, IT LISTED A RANGE OF masses. |] SADLY, YOU CAN'T USE HAS ANYBODY TOLO YOU THAT 
‘OF TIS MASS To wale YOU YOu RUDE WHEN You' 


FOR THE CONTROL RE 
STATION? STOP. GETTING YOUR SCIENCE ON? 


IE PLANTS, AND LONG, ORY 
SPELLS BETWEEN REFUELING. 


| err 
64. (E22 


wae 


COMMODORE ON DECK! 


‘ YES, YES. AS YOU 


WERE, EVERYONE, 


WHOA, WHOA, WHOA! 
DAD! YOUR HAIRLINE! 


20.1 NEED TO Let You 
SHOW IT SOME RESPECT? 


2) 


By 


THERE'S ONLY 
‘ONE LINE! 


IVE BEEN GROWING IT BACK FOR SEVERAL 
WEEKS. ACCORDING TO THE DOCTOR, 
MOST OF THAT TIME WAS SPENT 
RE-GROWING FOLLICLES. 


JF I GET 10 CHOOSE, T CHOOSE 
TO NOT LOOK OLD FOR THE NEXT 
LONGEVITY-THOUSAND YEARS. 


THERE'S STILL A LOT 
OF GREY IN THERE, 


I THINK MAYBE ALL 
THE GREY IS STILL IN THERE. 


I SAID I DON'T WANT TO. 
LOOK OLD. 1. 20 wanT 
TO LOOK AWESOME. 


I NOTICED YOuR Halk, COMMODORE, BUT I WAS 
AFRAID IT WOULD BE RUDE TO COMMENT ON IT, 


YOU KNOW THE STEREOTYPE, 

RIGHT? THE OLD MAN VAINLY 

‘ATTEMPTING TO RESTORE A 
YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE? 


100, aut 
8Y ALL MEANS 
GO ON. 


A COMMENT ON YOUR HAIR MIGHT 
HAVE COME ACROSS AS AN 
"ACCUSATION OF VANITY. 


‘OR YOU COULD HAVE SAID “I 
LIKE WHAT YOU'RE DOING WITH 
YOUR HAIR, COMMODORE.” 


FOR MILLENNIA WE'VE HAD AGE-BASED SOCIAL STRATA. BUT NOW, WITH THE UPPER 


STEREOTYPICALLY, 1 WOULD 
LIMITS OF LONGEVITY THROWN FURTHER THAN WE CAN SEE, NONE OF US 


HAVE LIKED THAT. 


‘AH, SHOULD T 
KEEP DIGGING? 


WE WILL NEED AN ENTIRELY NEW SYNTAX. AND IT'S NOT JUST 
WORDS LIKE "OLD AND "YOUNG." WE'LL NEED TO REDESIGN AND 
RE-INTERPRET EVERYTHING FROM MEMES TO MICRO-EXPRESSIONS. 


WHAT WILL THIS LETS GO BACK TO THE PART wHERE 
CONVERSATION YOU SAID "NONE OF US" AN 
‘SOUND LIKE IN “ANYORE." 


FIFTY YEARS? 


JF WE'RE DONE ADMIRING MY Hale, 
I BELIEVE I’M OWED A BRIEFING. 


a.) 4 stanpann, Y | 


FouR-BugaLe 


‘OKAY, BUT CAN WE 
CALL THEM SOMETHING 
BESIDES BUBBLES? 


YEAH, THAT TERM MAKES IT SOUND 
LIKE THEY'RE GOING TO POP. 


AND IF THEY ALL 
FOP, WE DIE. ANY 
‘QUESTIONS? 


ges 2a soe, L205 see cere, 
ULI-OA IS AT THE CENTER. TO BE LEAVING, NOT FIGHTING, 


wey BOTHER WITH 
DEFENSES, THEN? 


THEYRE FOR BOTHERING 
ANYBODY WHO DOESN'T 
WANT US TO LEAVE. 


AT THE OUTSIDE We HAVE euBaLe THREE, 
WHICH IS TWO-HUNDRED AND SIKTY-ONE 
LIGHT-MINUTES FROM EDGE 

TO CENTER 


THAT ENTIRE SPACE IS COVERED BY 
TERAPORT AREA DENIAL AND SENSORS, 
NOBODY WILL BE DROPPING 

IN UNANNOUNCED, 


DON'T YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW 
MANY OF EACH TYPE OF NUNITION 


BIG NUMBERS WILL NOT MAKE 
THAT PICTURE ANY CLEARER. 


FURTHER IN... BUBBLES TWO 


AND ONE ARE WHERE WE 
(ROBILIZE MUNITIONS TO. 
REPEL HOSTILE INCURSIONS. 


JUST... TELL ME WHAT 
THE FIGHT WILL LOOK. 
LIKE. WHAT'S OUR PLANE 


| —-——- — 
ELSEWHERE. 


THAT LOOKS: 
LUKE IT WAS 
EXPENSIVE, 


YOU SACRIFICED THREE CAPITAL 
WARSHIPS IN ORDER TO SAVE 
"TWENTY-EIGHT LIVES. 


Yos. Will those hwanty-2ight 
sophonts still ba my enemigs in 
fon years? What about tan thousand? 


The Future is big. 
T want to Find out 
what those people can 
become, and I can't do 
that if thoy're doad. 


Fin expensive one. I am 
going to miss those ships, 


THE REMAINING COMBATANTS SEEM GUITE DETERMINED. That's not how |} You Ape ETHER A very NAIVE 
YOuR ENTERPRISE HERE IS DESTINED TO FAlL, this is going ta |] SODLING, oR YOURE GOING 
ASSUMING YOU REMAIN NON-COMPROMISING TO TRY TO STEAL A PLANET. 
Ii YOUR NOBLE APPROACH. 


AND EVEN IF YOU DO SUCCESSFULLY 
CAPTURE OISRI WITH NO ENEMY CASUALTIES, THE AREA 
WILL REGUIRE ONGOING DEFENSE. THOSE YOU CHASE OFF WILL 
RETURN, AND YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BE FORCED TO RILL SOME OF THEM. 


Denizens of the Dist 
Thoater of Oporation: 


Sorry if I misled 
anyone. That bit wes: 
worth sticking 
‘around Far. 


But now there is 
nothing to see here. 


THE MOST LIKELY 
ATTACK WILL TAKE 
ABOUT SIXTY HOURS. 


ITLL START WITH A SWARM OF INBOUND SENSOR DRONES 
DOING HIGH-ENERGY, ACTIVE SCANS, WHILE 
PASSIVE-SENSOR STEALTH ORONES 

SLIDE IN QUIETLY. 


sixty HOURS 
UNTIL WE RUN. 


WE'LL MISS THE REALLY SNEAKY ONES, 
AND THEYLL BEGIN MAPPING BUBBLE THREE. 
THEY'LL GET TO BUBBLE TWO BEFORE WE SPOT THEM, 


THE ENEMY WILL FORMULATE AN APPROACH BASED ON 
WHAT THEY SEE, AND ON WHAT THEY THINK WE MIGHT 
HAVE HIDDEN, AND THEN THE REAL SHOOTING STARTS. 


WE'LL LOSE Ou EYES IN BUBBLE 
THREE, LEAVING THE BUBBLE TWO 
TAD GENERATORS EXPOSED. 


ONCE THE ENEMY 
‘TAKES THOSE DOWN THINGS WILL 
GET INTERESTING, 


THE SPECIFICS WILL VARY, 
BUT T'M CONFICENT THAT THE 
ENEMY WILL ADVANCE REGARDLESS 
(OF HOW EXPENSIVE WE 

MAKE THE TRIP. 


’ 


° 


AFA AND I HAVE QUITE A FEW 
SURPRISES IN MIND TO SLOW THEM DOWN, BUT A 
COMMITTED, WELL-EQUIPPED FORCE WILL BE ENGAGING 
(OUR UNITS AT THE' EDGE OF BUBBLE ONE WITHIN SIXTY HOURS. 


THESE “SURPRISES” MIGHT ANY OF THEM 
BE LONG-GUN SHOTS FROM CHINOOK? 


THOSE WON THE 
DAY IN CELESCHUL, 


THE LONG GUN IS WHAT 
MMILITARY HISTORIANS WOULD CALL 
“THE NUCLEAR OPTION, 


i anal 


NY 


WHICH DOES NOT GET ITS NAME FROM GIVING 
LEGISLATORS NOTHING BUT MICROWAVED 
FOOD UNTIL THEY AGREE TO 

VOTE ON YOUR LAW, 


We ALL LEARNED 
SOMETHING TODAY. 


USING CHINOOK'S LONG-GUN 
BATTERY FOR DEFENSE HERE 
COULD LEAVE EINA-AFA 


Tt would also toll the galaxy that I can 
instantly light up any seat of government 
that has a location-enabled 
hypornat Food. 


KEVYN HAS CONVINCED ME THAT 
THIS ISN'T A GOOD THING TO SAY. 


Whether or not that’s @ good thing to 
say, it is MY thing to say, and T got 
fo choose when to say it. 


COMMODORE TAGON, 1 AMM 
ADMIRAL DEVEREAUX, ABOARD 
THE UNS, BATILEPLATE 
IRANICOUAGAN, 


WE HAVE ENTERED A SPHERE THAT YOU APPEAR TO BE 
SECURING, I APOLOGIZE FOR THE INTRUSION, OUR 
INTENT IS NOT HOSTILE. I REQUEST THAT WE BE 

TREATED AS FRIENDLIES. 


PLUS CONSORT. 


YOU BROUGHT A FLEET? 


‘ONE OR TWO. 
SHALL WE PLEASE 
NOT FIGHT? 


"WE" BEING YOU, AND THE 
BATTLEPLATE MANICOUAGAN? 


‘BESKIN-SASHTK, COMMAND POD OF 
wane mansHa Takea BeSTz. [I 
ONE OF THE TECHS OVERHEARD 


SOMETHING. I BELIEVE WE KNOW 
WHAT OUR GUESTS WILL BE 


THE SONAR SURVEY 
FOUND IT ABOUT A 
DOZEN DOZENS AGO. 


THE SUNKEN ORB? THAT 
1S FAR TOO LARGE FOR 
THEM TO CARRY OFF. 


JN ONE Plece. THE ORB 
15 NOT IN ONE PIECE. 


6 AH L THINK 1 


SEE WHERE You'Re 
HEADED WITH THIS. 


INDEED. 


YOU KNOW, 
THEIR DUELISTS 
USED TO ANNOUNCE 
INTENT BY ASKING 
"DO YOU WANT A 
PIECE OF mE?" 


REALLY? HUMANS DON'T LOOK 
LIKE THEY CAN SURUVE DUELS 
(OF DISHEMBERMENT. 


THE FIGHT GOES 
RIGHT OUT OF THEM WHEN 
YOU PULL THEIR LEGS OFF, 


4 J MISSPOKE, NOT "LOOK FOR" *LOOK AT: 
(OUR MAPPERS FOUND AN ANOMALY, BUT 
LOTS OF THINGS. 
ANYTHING, REALLY. THEY'RE TIS TOO DEEP FOR SWIMMING. 
TAKING SAMPLES. 


‘CAN THEY LOOK 
FOR SOMETHING 
SPECIFIC? FOR US? 


SuRE, BUT 1 YOU 

DROPPED YouR FAVORITE 

SPANNER IN THAT OCEAN, 
IT IS GONE. 


YOUR MAPPERS. 
YOU HAVE MAPS? 


WELL, THEN... IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SOME 
mas, TWILL HAVE THE 
SPIDERS CHECK OuT 
YOUR ANOMALY. 


TWO-METER RESOLUTION DOWN TO A THOUSAND 
LICKS... VERY NICE. 


T SHOULD HAVE 
ASKED ABOUT MAPS 
MMUICH EARLIER 


THE ANOMALY IS 
(ON TILE SIXTEEN, 


1AT FACE YOU ARE ANITA! THE BROWNIES FOUND 


Th FL 
AKING I THE FACE OUR NEEDLE IN THEIR HAYSTACK! 


wT YOU MAKE JUST 
BEFORE YOU GET 
Loud. 


Sor 4 


BLEOH. UL JUST PRETEND 


RIGHT. $0... WHERE 1S YOUR 
YOU'RE HIDING, 


‘BODY? THE REAL ONE. 


HERESY 15 GROSS. 


HOW ARE YOU DOING 
IN THERE, KESS? 


I'm not “in” 
hore. T am here. 
This is ma now, 


No part of this is large 
‘enough For an Essporarin 
to hide in. That's the point. 


Horasy is just talk. 


The original? 
Probably in piocos, 
In a buckat. 


What's got you 
squicked is abomination. 


INORBIT ABOVE ULT-OA. 


MMANICOUAGAN, THIS 1S CAPTAIN 
TAGON, WE HAVE CLEARED A 
LANE FOR YOU. WHAT'S 

YOUR ETA? 


CAPTAIN TAGON? 


THE CAPTAIN 
KAFF TAGON? 


YOU ARE REQUIRED 
READING THESE DAYS, 


BUT... 1 HAVEN'T CAN 1 TALK TO SOMEONE WHO 
WRITTEN ANYTHING. HASN'T READ IT, AND KNOWS YOUR ETA? 


THE MANICOUAGAN WILL WE OUTNUMBER YOUR UNITS BY AT LEAST 100 TO ONE, AND HEH, SORRY TO BURST 

ENTER “BUBBLE ZERO" OUTGUN THEM BY ANOTHER TWO ORDERS OF MAGNITUDE, Your BuBaLE, 
IN 

‘AND SIK MINUTES, WHEN WE FINISH DEPLOYING, 

IT MIGHT BE MORE USEFUL 

FOR YOU TO ASK US WHERE 

A YOU SHOULD BE PUTTING 

YOUR STUFF. 


VERY GOO. HOW WOULD } 
YOU LIKE TO DEPLOY ‘a ‘OKAY, NOW OUCH. 
WITHIN THE BUBBLES? ae 


RESEARCH POD. 


SoRue! we 
FOUND Ir. 


THE ESSPEES HAVE SONAR SCANS OF THE 
WHOLE THING, TTS IN A MILLION PIECES, 
OF COURSE, BUT WE'RE BRINGING BACK’ 
THE MOST INTERESTING ONES, 


IS THAT You GET. 

‘AL THE RIGHT NAMES 

‘ON THE COVER WHEN 
YOU PUBLISH, 


CHINOOK, CAN YOU. 
SEND ME SOME IMAGES 
FROM THE SPIDERS? 
TLWANT TO LOOK 

‘AT THE STUFF THEYRE 
BRINGING BACK. 


More ayes might help. 
None of the researchers 
have Figured out what 
they're looking at. 


THAT'S A JOB FOR AN 
ENGINEER. THE ANSWER 
USUALLY LIES IN WHAT THE 
THING LOOKS LIKE. 


So. what dows it 
Took like, Captain 


SIX LENGTHS OF CONDUIT 
OROWNED WHILE FIGHTING 
‘OVER A FRUIT BASKET. 


BAD NEWS. THE SAMPLES FROM THAT ONE'S 17'S LIKE A LIFE-SuppORT 
H tHe BAFFLING. MANIFOLD GIVING BIRTH TO 


A SPORTING GOODS STORE. 


LESS NOISE HERE 
IMAKES IT EASIER TO THINK. 


KESS IS IN THE QUARANTINE AREA ABOARD ere 
THE CARGO SHIP CINDERCONE SHE IS OUR J [ 


BESKIN-SASHIK WINS MARSHAL 


COMMAND POD. = 
‘ONLY AGENT IN PLACE ON THAT VESSEL. 


FIVE OF OUR AGENTS HAVE BEEN PICKED’ 
UP AS "SAMPLES" BY THE SPIDERS, 


= 


we Ve a 


JAX, TESS, ASIK, 
AND DURIKO_ ARE 
EN ROUTE TO THE 


SCIENCE VESSEL, OUTSTANDING, 


GIFT HORSE. 


‘I WILL PREPARE THE SOSHEKI 
TWILL NOTIEY YOu 
WHEN THEY'RE READY. RIDERS TO LEAD THE ASSAULT. 


FIRST PROVIDENT ANTOSSA IS VERY PROBABLY 
GOING TO INQUIRE AFTER THE MOBILIZATION 
(OF OUR ARMORED WING. 


WE'LL NEED 10 GLUE 
YOUR WING-CASES AGAIN 
TE THAT'S HOW YOU'RE 
PLANNING TO SAY IT. 


PLANNING TO HAVE YOU SAY IT. 1 
DON'T WANT TO BE STICKY CURING BATTLE. 


“OH THIS? THIS IS JUST A READINESS 
EXERCISE. NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT." 


TuNPSTaR PRENETUSTICE | | tm guitty, Bub | VI) are you Tgowne yYourseLe ON 
[eee eee | courtroom one.) clon ware bo be. THE MERCY OF THE COURT, THEN? 
ey, - A eels icky, 


e—— 


MME HEAR HIM SAY THAT, 
‘COUNSELOR, 


No! Throwing 


le is how | got 
Pete ths mes 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY 


REMEMBER WHEN YOU ASKED 
WHY THE ESSPERERIN DON'T 
RULE ALL OF SPACE? 


THERE WERE ANNIE PLANTS 
ON THE OSHKA-KREE PIRATE 
SHIP WE FOUGHT IN 
CELESCHUAL. 


NEW QUESTION: WHY DON'T 
THE ESSPERERIN PIRATES RULE 
‘ALL OF SPACE? 


THEY DION'T GROW THEMSELVES, 


THEY CAN'T GROW ANNIE PLANTS, SO THEIR *QULE ALL 
OF SPACE" TECH LAGS WAY BEHIND EVERYBODY ELSE'S. 


THE OSHKA-KREE ARE 
ESSPERERIN PIRATES. 


Yes. 11m STL 
) WONBERNS THAT, A <7 
LIEUTENANT. x eh a ' — 
2 ofef =~) 
nN So 
IT SAYS HERE THAT THEY HAVE A 9 Sy 
TECHNOLOGY TABOO ABOUT STUFF ‘ 


TABOO MIGHT BE THE WRONG WORD. THE ESSPERERIN THAT'S A STIRRING 
SEEM TO HAVE A SET OF "HARD CODED" BIOLOGICAL COMPARISON, VERY 
IMPERATIVES THAT GOVERNS THE WAY THEY CAN AND EVOCATIVE. 
CANNOT USE OUTSIDE TECHNOLOGY, 


ESSPEES WON'T DO CYBERNETICS, FOR EXAMPLE. 
TT DISGUSTS THEM, KIND OF LIKE HOW WE'RE DISGUSTED 
BY THE THOUGHT OF EATING OUR OWN POOP. 


1 ASSUME YOU KNOW HOW CLOSED-SySTEM 
LIFE SUPPORT WORKS ON A WARSHIP? 


YOU USED THE WORD. 
“STIRRING" ON PURPOSE. 


THAT STILL DOESN'T 
EXOLAIN THE ESSPEE 
PIRATES, THEY USED 
TOP-NOTCH 
MILITARY 


A 0 
Te We Haow't ecaten THEM, NLA) 
THeY WOULD EIENTUALY HAE 


DESTROYED THEMSELVES, THEIR VERY 
BODIES RIPPING APART’ IN REVILSION 
‘AT THE ABORINATIONS THEY'D BECOME. 


THEY WERE AN ABERRATION. AN ESSPEE EBay! YOU'RE 
PURITECHNOLOGIAN WOULD ARGUE THAT TALKING AGAIN! 
THEY WERE DISEASED, AND THAT THEIR 

DEFEAT WAS INEVITABLE. 


ed 
i 
go 


FEELS GOOD. $0 GOOD THAT IT's 
‘ACTUALLY HARD TO STOP ONCE T 


‘GOT IT, WELCOME 
BACK, COMMANDER 


WHY ARE We SCARY. 1 ASSUME WE 1 ASSUME WE BURNED 
HAVEN'T LET THEM TOUCH EVERYTHING THEY TOUCHED 
‘ANY OF OUR STUFF. DOWN TO MONATOMIC ASH, 


OUR CURRENT CLIENT IS 
AN ESSPERERIN COLONY CITY 
‘ON AN ANCIENT ARTIFACT, 


‘ONE PANICKED LECTURE LATER 


CAPTAINS! DEPLOY ARMED TEAMS 
IMMEDIATELY. HIGH ALERT, FULL 
KIT. THEY ARE TO COVER 
EVERYTHING THE ESSPEES 

HAVE TOUCHED, 


THAT MEANS THE RESEARCH POD, THE 
SPIDERS, AND WHATEVER THE SPIDERS 
HAVE TOUCHED. ESPECIALLY ANYTHING 
THEY CARRIED ABOARD OUR SHIPS. 


YOU HAVE YOUR ORDERS. 


1 MISSED THE PART WHERE 
YOU TOLD THEM TO BURN IT 
ALL. THAT'S THE HAPPY PART. 


TEN MINUTES LATER, IN CINDERCONE'S QUARANTINE BAY. 


SWEEP TWO COMPLETE, 
CAPTAIN. NO ACTIVITY, 
NO SEALS BREACHED. 


THE CAMERA HOUSINGS ARE CLEAN. WE'LL STAND GUARD, AND 
YOU'RE SEEING WHAT WE'RE SEEING. (| UPDATE YOU IF ANYTHING CHANGES. 


Wy 


MOTHER OF CHROME, ANOTHER THO!?! COULD THEY BE HITACKING. 
TWO MORE! FALL BACK YOUR TERAPORT CAGES, SIR? 
‘AND LIGHT UP THE HOW ARE THEY GETTING IN? 


THE WORST 
POSSIBLE SCENARIO? 


GIFT HORSE. 


IS ITS TERAPORT AUTHENTICATION STILL 
VALID? CAN WE 'PORT IT OUT OF HERE? 


THE PRIZE CREW 
NANGATOR 
SAYS YES. 


Le 


AT LEAST THEY'RE 
NOT STEALING: 


‘Our STUFF. 


The Espoo teraport cage 
is rasonating in woird 

‘ways with some of the 
conduits in my hull. 


GIVE ME SOMETHING. 
MORE SPECIFIC THAN 
“WEIRD WAYS," CINDY. 


WHEN_I SAID “SPECIFICY 
T MEANT “USEFUL 


WHERE'S MURTAUGH? I WANT TM IN BOAT Six, }] 
HER TO TAKE BOAT Six, AND 


LEAD A COUNTER-ATTACK. 


L HAVE Your 


ANTICIPATING 
YOUR ORDERS. 


THAT WAS A 
TAD PRESUMPTIVE, BUT 
YOU CAN GO WITH 
HY BLESSING, 


THEIR BEACH HEAD 
IS GETTING BIGGER 
THEY'RE BRINGING MORE 
TERAPORT CAGES IN. 


CAPTAIN ANOREYASN, I'M BRINGING A SQUAD 
(OF HEAVES. WHERE DO YOU WANT US? 


DEBARK AT DECK 
ELEVEN, HULLWARD 
‘OF THE CABIN 
‘CARGO BAY, 


WHAT ABOUT DECKS TWELVE 
THROUGH TWENTY-ONE? 


COMPARED TO THE HULL OF BOAT 
SIX, THE DECKS AND BULKHEADS HERE 
ARE JUST WATTLE AND DAU, 


NEED 10 CONFIRM || ARE YOU ASKING US TO RAM CINDERCONE'S CABIN 
SOMETHING, CAPTAIN. LS SUPERSTRUCTURE, AND EMBED BOAT SIK TO A’ 
DEPTH OF ROUGHLY FIFTY METERS? 


‘CONFIRMED. 


AND HURRY. THE ESSPEES HAVE CUT US 
OFF FROM THAT SECTION. THEY'RE CURRENTLY 
BETWEEN SHODAN'S TEAMS AND iY LAG, 


YOUR LAB? SANCTUM MALOR) 
EXCREMENTUM... WHAT MISCHIEF 
‘COULD THEY VIREAK IN THERE? 


YOU LITLE FOLK 
NEED TO THINK 
BIGGER WHEN YOu 
BUILD STUFF: 


WE'RE RETROFITTING CINDERCONE WITH 
‘AN ANGRY, COMBAT READY ELEVATOR 
‘JUST FOR YOU TWO. 


IF I'D KNOWN ABOUT YOUR TERAPORT CAGES, WE COULD 
HAVE DELIVERED REINFORCEMENTS WITHOUT RAMMING THIS 
BOAT THROUGH TEN DECKS OF CABIN. 


REALLY? THAT 
SOUNDS COOL. 


SHE'S TALKING. 
ABOUT THE RAMMING 
‘OPERATION, CHISULO. 


NOW IT SOUNDS AWESOME. 


WELL, THEYRE HUMAN-SIZED 
UNITS, CHISULO AND ELIZABETH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHINO, 


WE HAVE TO STOP THEM HERE YKNOW, IF WE REALLY WANT TO. 

PAULDRONES LOOSE, WEAPONS HOT. | STOP AN INVASION, YOU SHOULD 

CHISULO, YOURE FIRST. CALL HOME AND HAVE SOMEBODY 
SWASH THE OTHER GATE. 


THiz Bere 
BE WPORTNT. 


‘BROKEN WIND, 


‘CAPTAIN. ANDREYASN Has 
‘A TERAPORT CAGE IN 
FARBER TWO. 


THE OTHER END IS ON 
CINDERCONE, AND COULD FALL 
INTO ENEMY HANDS ANY MINUTE, 


I'M ON IT. commovare, 
You Have THE CONN, 


s 
‘OUR Bis) 


AMID THE PLEAS FOR CLEMENCY WAS THE SURPRISINGLY 

MERITORIOUS SUGGESTION THAT I RECUSE MYSELF, ON 

GROUNDS OF MY PRIOR ACQUAINTANCE 

PRIOR TO THIS SENTENCING WATHISEREEANT SCROGK: 
HEARING I RECEIVED. A 


COMMUNICATION FROM 
SEVERAL PARTIES ON Ee 


BEHALF OF THE 
DEFENDANT, 


ACCORDING 10 THE CONSTITUTION, 
TM NOT ALLOWED TO RECUSE MYSELF 
UNTIL I HIRE A SECOND JUDGE. 


URGENT CALL FOR WLADY OF SKY WANT TO SHOW SOME TITULAR RESPECT WHEN 
YOu, CHIEF JUSTICE. TELLING THE GODDESS OF EARTH, WIND, AND 
PLUMBING TO PLEASE TAKE A 
MESSAGE, I'M BUSY, 


MADAME CHINOOK, 
COURT 15 IN SESSION. 


THIS IS CHIEF JUSTICE REYNSTEIN, 
YOU'RE INTERRUPTING SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK’S SENTENCING 
HEARING. NOW, HOW CAN 

T HEL YOU WITH YOUR 
CONTEMPT OF COURT 

TODAY? 


NO, I ASSURE YOU, 
THIS QUALIFIES AS 
AN INTERRUPTION, 


THE WORD YOU 
WANT IS “PRECISE 
NOT “GLACIAL” 


Yes, I SEE THAT ITS BEEN 
NOTARIZED. MY NECKTIE 

LINE 16 NOT THE CORRECT 
CHANNEL FOR A WRIT OF— 


‘I'M GETTING SHIELD HALO, OKAY... AN STS~GRADE WE COULD HAVE CHISULO RUSH THE SHIELD. 
CAPTAIN. WEAPONS AREN'T BREACHER MISSILE WILL RIGHT AS HE HITS, I'LL FIRE THE 1-105, 
rao) HAR & GUNG PHO antes s Seccne [T cusio mus co steaoet Taouch 
THEY PVE A SNe URGE AFTER IT ZIPS THROUGH. LIKE IF I OPENED A DOOR x 


BUNKER BUBBLE. 
VELLA TACSPEC, RIGHT2 


‘GIMME OPTIONS, MAC, 


IF YOU'VE GOT ANTI-SHIP WEAPONRY, ALSO, IF I COOK THE VELLA'S CONTROLS, 
We COULD FILL THEIR LITTLE BUBBLE ‘THE ANNIE WILL EXPLODE, 

WITH HOT OEATH INSTEAD COOKING ALL OF US. 

OF THROWING AN 

ELEPHANT PARTY. 


1 WANT THE 
OPERATION THAT 
HAS THE WORD 
"PARTY! IN IT. 


YOu Guys 
SHOULD COME GET A 
PIECE OF THIS. 


$$, —_ 
THe SHIELD SHUT-OFF 


1S UNDER THE CLEAR HOOD 
(ON THE CONSOLE. 


WE HAVE TO BE INVITED. 
BLACK BUTTON. 


- / __- SORRY. 1 MUST HAVE 
WHAT, NO RSUP.2 LEFT MY GOOD MANNERS IN My 
- ‘ORES UNIFORIH 


20 You sweAR OF COURSE YOU DIDN'T EVEN 


‘ASK MY NAME, 


YOU THERE. IN 
THE GALLERY. 


WELCOME TO THE JUDICIARY. T AM 
NOW RECUSING MYSELE FROM THIS 
‘CASE. THE COURTROOM IS YOURS, 


YOUR FIRST NAME 
1S NOW “JUSTICE” 


ONE LAST THING: me He oasuAaL wiT 
IE WRIT OF EXTRADITION 
‘SEEM To Be INA PUR 


PLEASE DON'T LEAVE. 


THIS Looks “Irs simpLe, I’M SORRY, T WAS OUT OF 
COMPLICATED. JUSTICE ‘ORDER, YOUR HONOR 
AVERNEGE 


ITs SIMPLE, * 


SIGN IT, AND THEN 
SAY "COURT IS IN RECESS Tf GLAD WE 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE" BOTH LEARN QUICKLY, 


My court-appointed attorney says | ] 
grew a conscience. 


I CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 
YOUR CHOICE OF WEAPONS 
AND A BARREL OF OVALKWIK. 


INTO COMBAT. YOU KNOW THE ITLL COME Cike, a real conscience, with 
BATTLEFIELD, AND YOUR FRIENDS NEED YOUR HELP. BACK TO YOU the guilt glande and everything. 


WE SUFFERED LIGHT CASUALTIES. 
CHISULO WILL NEED ANEW SUIT. 


WHAT I NEED 1S HELP 
GETTING OUT OF THIS ONE, 


WE'VE TAKEN THE QUARANTINE 
CARGO BAY, THE SURVIVING ENEMY 
UNITS DISENGAGED AND FLED. 


WE DON'T KNOW 
WHERE THEY FLED. CAMERA FEEDS 
HERE ARE OAMAGED. 


ENEMY ELIMINATED. 
WE TOOK DOWN THEIR 
BUNKER-BUBBLE, AND DESTROYED 
ALL FOUR ENEMY ARMOR UNITS, 


Tm cuRgeNTLY 


REALLY? WHAT ABOUT 
YOUR ARM LEFT-HANDED. 


YOUR RIGHT ARM 
1S MISSING. 


TTS NOT 
MISSING. 
TT's FUSED. 
TO A BULKHEAD 
ON DECK 
TWELVE. 


SERGEANT WENZ! AND 
PRIVATE NG ARE STABLE NO OTHER 
\ CASUALTIES TO REPORT, SIR. 


ABOUT THOSE CAMERA SO IT WAS A BAD THING. 
FEEDS. THERE'S A LITE 
BLOB OF ESSPEE-TECH ON 


THIS COMM CONDUIT, 


~ SHARING SECRETS 
or WITH THE ENEMY 
WA _ANY SA WORST THING 


‘BROKEN WIND, WAS ONE OF YouR SHIPS, ESsPEE 
BOARDERS USED TERAPORT CAGES 
TO SWARM ABOARD. THEY'RE ON 


CINDERCONE, 100. 
La) = 


2. 
CAPTAIN TAGON, WHAT 15 { 
oven 
oR EEE, 
ep ye 
THs iN 


Find Broan ind. 
Captain Findrayasn’s 
forapork cage has 
boon compromisod. 


WE'LL TALK LATER, ADMIRAL. 
T't SUDDENLY EXTRA BUSY. 


JAFA, FIRE UP THE 
RAW AND CRUSH 
KEVIN'S LAB, 


I can't, sir, You lockod mo aut 
OF the ‘ability to woapanize 
internal gravity. 


I's a hardware thing, 
‘sir. Unlocking it will 
fake an hour or more. 


Find the hardware is 
inaccessible to mo. 


YOU ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS TO 
UNLOCK IT. FOR SECURITY REASONS, 


HATE IT WHEN WE 
SECURE THE WRONG STUFF. 


NICK! WE HAVE BOARDERS. 


‘CLEAR THIS FLOOR, AND 
PULL ALL PERSONNEL 
BACK TO THE BRIDGE. Jee 


YOu HEARD THE PULL MEANS YOU 
CAPTAIN! MOVE! GO WITH THEM, A 


) 
is Dy dil) <=) 
NS 


IF I ADMIT ANYTHING IT'S 
THAT MY PLAN INVOLVES ME 
NEEDING YOUR HELP LATER. 


POC! We HAVE BOARDERS, 
HEAD FOR THE BRIDGE. 


ABSOLUTELY NOT. 


TM THE ONE 

DRESSED FOR THIS FIGHT, 

SIR,_IT'S OKAY FOR YOU TO ADMIT 
THAT YOU NEED MY HELP NOW. 


1 HEARD ABOUT 
THE BOARDERS. T' 
COMING WITH YOU, 


MEANWHILE, COWNTH) ANITA! STAY BEHIND US! WE CAN'T PROTECT YOU IF 
THE RESEARCH POD. YOU'RE OUT IN FRONT! Jil 


CAN'T PROTECT YOU 
IF T'f HIOING BEHIND 
A CRATE. 


NEXT TIME JUST ASK, 
AND T'LL ISSUE YOU A WEAPON 
‘THAT ISN'T BLEEDING, 


THE YELLOW 
ONE IS MINED 


FRIENDLY! 


—— 


YELLOW MURDERBOT 
15 A FRIEND. GOT IT. 


COMMODORE, WE HAVE REPELLED THE 
ESSPEE ATTACK HERE AT THE POD, 


THEY WERE TOUGH, BUT WE WERE 
EMPLACED. ALSO, WE'VE GOT MOST 
(OF THE COMPANY HERE WITH US, 
SO WE HAD THEM OUTNUMBERED: 


TPS NICE TO KNOW THAT 
GOOD TACTICS AND NUMERICAL 
SUPERIORITY WORK AS EXPECTED. 


00 YOu HAVE A PLAN FOR 
WHEN THEY'RE EMPLACED, 
AND THEY OUTNUMBER US 


LET'S LEAD WITH Sa ) 
See [7 


ANTIMTANK WEAPONRY ISN'T 
GOING TO CUT IT HERE, T 
NEED THE BIG STUFF. 


Le) 


Finfi-tank: weaponry 
is tho biggost stufF 


NO, IT'S THE BIGGEST STUFF 


WE ISSUE TO INFANTRY. 


Captain, ship-to-ship 
nnissiles aron’t moant 
to be used indoors. 


THAT ISN'T GOING 
TO STOP ME, 


That warhead will vaporize a 
substantial portion oF 
the ship's intariar. 


Shock waves will 
structurally comproniso 
almost avery deck, 


Tho "vaporized" list is 
going to include you. 


That is going 
to parmanentiy 
‘stop you. 


YOU'LL LOSE THE 
FARBER BAY, THE HED CENTER, 
"AND THE AFT MESS 


REPLACE WHAT'S 
VAPORIZED, REPAIR 
WHAT'S NOT. 


TOOL UP, FOLKS. ONCE TENZY 
POWERS THE CAGE BACK UP WE 
WILL HAVE MAYBE THIRTY 
SECONDS TO DEPLOY, 

AND SECURE THE 

OTHER END. 


Js it gonna be you 


BE READY TO HIT yelling at me wit 
HARD, AND HIT FAST, the growly voice? 


OKAY... THE GUILT AND SHAME YOU FEEL... IF 
YOU COULD FORCE IT ONTO SOMEONE Eise, 
‘AND MAKE THEM FEEL IT INSTEAD, 


ly = ee WOULD YOu? 


) 
Mier Ao Yell all 7 
ANDY fell all you want. . 
Grouty voice maxes Ni cant hate’myselF more Wosdetntt 


THINGS GO FASTER, than | already do. that be wrong? 


—_ 


YES, AND IF YOU DON'T GO TO BATTLE FOR 


YOUR FRIENDS, THE KILLING WILL END UP 
(ON SOMEONE ELSE'S CONSCIENCE, 


1H 


1E SOLDIER'S SACRIFICE ISN'T DYING, 


11'S KILLING, 
AND THEN LIVING 
WITH HAVING 

KILLED. 


So, because I'm Not ALL OF 11. | Tandersil? Why are you AND AFTER FIGHTING AGAINST 
already bloody | | here? | Prrew you YOU 1 FIGURED I'D PREFER 
should just take all through a wall. FIGHTING ALONGSIDE YOU. 


oe 
Ve 


THE UNS. FLEET JUST SPOTTED 
‘AN INBOUND OBJECT, TT WILL 
STRIKE ULI-OA AT A SHALLOW 


ANGLE ALONG THE EQUATOR 


WE HAVE ABOUT SIX MINUTES 
TO PREPARE FOR THE HIT. 


WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
ALONG THAT PATH. THERE'S 
NOTHING THERE TO GET HIT. 


IT'S MOVING AT 
POINT-FOUR-ONE 
‘CEE, AND MASSES 
ABOUT TWO HUNDRED 

THOUSAND TONS. 


OKAY. IN SIX MINUTES IT'S GOING 
TO HiT NOTHING VERY, VERY HARD. 


YOU NEED MORE ‘ERY, 
IN THERE, COMMODORE, 


THE IMPACT ENERGY PUT ANOTHER WAY, IT'S THREE-POINT-THREE THEY WEREN'T THEIR All IS PERFECT. 
WILL @E AROUND FOUR J) DINOSAUR KILLERS AIMING AT US. 
HUNDRED MILLION 
MEGATONS, THEY'RE STRIP-MINING. 


of oes vu. 
icone escaPe- on Tee 
VELOGITY SHRAPNEL Ak A, 


impact in |] 1.QON'T CARE, 1 NEcO TO DON'T CARE 1 TOTALLY CARE ABOUT 
THREE MINUTES, |] GET THESE SENSORS ABOUT THE HEAT. EXPLOMTING THE BEST 
RE-POSITIONED. SONAR PULSE EVER, 
HOW QUICKLY IS 


THE HEAT GOING 


HOW CAN You 
NOT CARE ABOUT HALE 
A BILLION HEGATONS? 


T LIKE THAT 
PLAN. DO WE 
HAVE NINE 
‘MINUTES? 


Give me nine minutes, Captain. 
Teen warbuck the annig on a 
propulsion unit, then Ay tha warhoad 
while you run to minimum safe distance. 


REALLY DID LIKE YOUR PLAN. BE 
SURE TO LEAD WITH IT NEXT TIME, 


You should call your Dad. 


Ho will want ALL HELL SAY IS 
‘something 


interactive. 


DON'T WANT OUR 
LAST CONVERSATION TO 
‘BE AN ARGUMENT, 


RECORD A MESSAGE 
WHILE'T RUN. 


Ho will wank your last 
conversation to be @ conversation. 
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‘MEANWHILE. 
we 


The Toughs are cutmatched, and are 
going to got thomsclves killad. 


Oh. T guess this must That joke wore out a 
bo one of those de lang time ago. 
whose nama ends with 

tha lattar "y.” 


T wore out vary 
racantly, and that jobo 
is the best I can do. 


Qur projects are smallor. 


I moved it three times, in 
rapid succession, to avoid 
boing trackad. 


Yes, but you own 
@ generator built From a 
galactic core. 


Find the galactic core is 
row spinning just a litHlo 
less quickly. 


How much is “a fittio?” 


I almast broke i. 


But please, 
tall ma about YOUR 


Seventy-four Esspee armor units, called "soshoki," 
have boarded Broken Ulind via feraport cages. 


Captain Tagon just 
carriad an STS warhead 
into their midst. Th is & 

suicide mission. 


Can you punch through tho 
Esspee terapart defenses 
and pull Tagon out? 


Not right naw. How soon 
will he need extraction? 


The warhoad will dotonate in 
thrag-paint-six-one seconds, 


Good. tlle have plonty of time 
fo review your other options. 


5o, you can't save him, 


You could disable his warhead, and thon and I shouldn't 


provide limited cover For him while he runs. 


You would have to convince 
him to cooparate before 
the Esspees overrun 

his position. 


Tagan is 
stubborn, 
30 that might 
be tricky, 


Rssuming he cooperates, you will 
than nead to evacuate the entire ship Th the other hand, tha 

before the Esspeos catch up with other suicide mission is the plan Exactly, find we still have 
personnel. Uou could easily lose several that Tagon chase. T's his three-point-six seconds to discuss 
crew mambers in that operation. whatever else is on your mind, 


Tha boarders have teraport |} Sorry, Cindy. I can't be Which, T should add, is But you WILL taka 
cages on Cindercone helpeul here, wither. But ‘almost cartainly your credit For breaking the 
23 wll Chinook tells: me that Fault. ‘gslactic cor? 
lurtough is reinforcements ara 
‘outnumbered, and wilt | Gn route. 
not be able’ to contain 
the Esspees. They will 
Bventually take 
Cindercone. 


Landon's team has @ 
very small beach-head, 

and Sargeant Schlock is Hoy, Schlock 

still conflicted aver the was already brokan RUMOST breaking. 
matter of killing people, S|} when T got there. T was very careful, 


Whon did you become so 
complacent? 


Is sorrow one of those 
‘consequences? Do you 
‘even Foo! iF anymara? 


This isn't complacence. 
TFs acceptance. I chose ta do 
something that drained mo, and now 


T must live with the consequences. T still Fool it. All oF it 


T've devoted entire processing Facilities For 
examining my sorrow. T grieve harder than 
any of you are able ta avan think. 


Woll, as long as you can boltlo 
it up Tim sure that’s porfecty healthy. 


‘MAXIM 61 SAYS “DONT BRING BIS 
GRENADES INTO SMALL ROOMS, 


"MAXIM 20 SAYS “TF YOURE NOT WILLING TO SHELL 
YOUR OWN POSITION, YOURE NOT WILLING TO WAN, 


Ww, 


Captain Tagon detonated 
an STS warhead in the 


We hit the boarders, Commodore. 


‘MAXIM 70 SAYS "FAILURE IS NOT AN OPTION, IT IS 
MANDATORY, THE OPTION IS WHETHER OR NOT TO 
LET FATLURE BE THE LAST THING YOU 09, 


THAT" WE COULD HAVE 
IDIOT. pBANDONED THE 
SHIP, SCUTTLED IT. 


The boarders: 
have been neutralized. 
Captain Tagon’s plan worked. 


No, sir. lle would have been overrun 
bofore Boat Four could return to us. 


‘AM I ALLOWED TO BE HAPPY AZOUT THAT? 


YOU CAN COUNTERMAND IME ON THIS, 
BUT I RESPECTFULLY ADVISE AGAINST IT. 


He detonated @ warhead aboard 
rohan Wind, and dad elong lth 
all of the boarders. The only 


Ferment. Fopialn erp ramaining onomy soldiars are 


aboard Cindarcane. I'm miserable 


Tim just trying ta be hi 
Well now 
and angry. 


? 


12 
e 


ST t'm alreacty miserable. 


Wry are you Celling me this? 


By THE NANNY-BLACK COATING ON THE IMPACTOR MAKES IT ALL BUT INVESTBLE, 


oe $ . “ 
s TRAPS LIGHT SO EFFICIENTLY 
7 “ z RIPPLES OR OCCLUSTON. 


IT CANALS 
PHOTONS, BUT THAT I 


(i FINDING MINIMUM SAFE DISTANCE IS COMPLICATED. 


FROM MINIMUM 
IMPACT EVENT AVERA 
IN EXPLOSION TH, 


otting that satelite 


veld back, Captain. 


SOME OF IT COULD BE COMING DOWN SEND THEM A HEADS-UP, AND 
THEN SIT DOWN WITH A ‘BOWL 
(OF HOT POPCORN, 


dobris is hoaded 
For the Esspaos? 


MURTAUGH, ARE YOU ANY 
CLOSER TO KICKING THOSE 
ESSPEES OFF MY SHIP? 


CINDY, ARE THEY ® 
STILL BOARDING? 


THEY ARE STILL BOARDING, 
AND CINDY NEEDS TO 
COME UP WITH A MORE 
SINISTER DESCRIPTION FOR 
HOW THAT FEELS, 


I don't know, They've 
cut our camera Foods. 


DON'T KNOW, ARE 
1eY STILL BOARDING? 


Tam stil gotting 
tha “Taraport tickle,” though. 


‘TUMPSTAR PRIME, 
TERAPORT STAGING. 


COOL! WEAPONS ARE 
IN THE SQUAD-POD, 
EVERYBODY ELSE HAS 
PICKED, SO YOU CAN 
HAVE WHATEVER 

YOU WANT. 


‘AWW YEAH... THAT 
‘ONE'S NICE. T LIKE 
THE WAY YOU .. 


uit, CAN YOU. 
ACTUALLY USE 
MORE THAN., 


Now You're gust 
SHOWING OFF. 


TIVE HEARD ABOUT 
THIS TRICK, WE NEE 
TO STAY BEHIND HIM, 


‘CINDERCONE, DECK 10. 


We Lost ANOTHER 
PAULORONE, CAPTAIN, 
T'h RUNNING SERIOUSLY 
SHORT ON EYES. 


MOVEMENT! BcHIND 
‘AND BELOW! 


Nogative. They've 
been thorough 
about killing 


FIRE THROUGH 
THE DECK! GET ME 
SOME TARGETS! 


WHERE ARE THEY? 
GET ME SOME TARGETS! 


CINDERCONE, DECK 9, CAPTAIN 
‘ANDREYASN'S LAB. AUSH! CONTROL THE MONKEYS ARE 
WE'RE TAKING FIRE! 


TOLHOLD, THIS 1S 


RETURNING TO THAT 


OTHER CAGE, 


UNDERSTOOD, 


TILL CHECK IT 
OUT, CONTROL. 


FORTUNATELY, THE LARGER 


WE JUST LOST ALL 
(OF THE CINDERCONE 
TERAPORT CAGES, 


THE PERERI SYSTEM, HOME TO UNCOUNTED (YES, ACTUALLY UNCOUNTED) 
‘TRILLIONS OF ESSPERERIN, PLUS THE STOLEN VESSEL GIFT HORSE. 
WING MARSHAL, T'VE BEEN UNABLE 


JO RE-ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH THE 
SQUADRON ABOARD BROKEN WIND. 


THAT IS NOT HOW 
1 WANTED TO FINISH 


THAT'S UNFORTUNATE. SHE WAS A HAT SENTENCE. 


SWEET TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY. 


OUR BOARDING CAGES ARE GONE, BUT 
WE STILL HAVE FULL COMMS, SIR. 
" THEY TRIED JAMMING 
US, BUT WE'VE HOOKED 
THEIR CARRIERS. 


I JUST LOST THAT 
SIGNAL, LET ME SEE WHAT 
I CAN 00. 


1 THINK THE PROBLEM 
1S ON THEIR END. 


It is 30 much 
more than paint 
dofenses. 


THAT'S NOT A PILE OF 
GEAR THAT'S POINT 


CONFIRMED, OUR 
- DEFENSES. 


REARGUARD IS 
DOWN. é 


Find it can 
hoar you. 


ARMORED MONKEYS AND IT'S GONNA TEAR YOU 
NEXT TO THAT PILE OF SOME NEW TALK-HOLES AS SOON 
GEAR HIT THEM NOW. AS IT FINISHES GETTING DRESSED. 


NO, THEYRE 
STILL BURNING. 


AND MY NAME IS 


IVE BEEN WRONG | 1’M GLAD YOU see THAT, 
ALOT. SO MUCH | BUT WE SHOULD 00 THE 


WRONG. AETER-ACTION STUFF 
q - AFTER THE ACTION, 


THAT WAS THE LAST 
(OF THEM, KATHLEEN, 


KATHRYN, THE COMMODORE'S 


FILE SAYS HIS WIFE'S NAME 
WAS KATHLEEN. 


I THOUGHT HE 
WAS BROKEN 
BEFORE, BUT NOW 
HE'S ACTUALLY 
BROKEN-BROKEN, 


AGREED. 1 DECLARE FOR THE 
RECORD THAT COMMODORE 
KARL TAGON IS TEMPORARILY YOU CAN'T 
UNFIT FOR DUTY. 00 THaT. 


I Am AWAITING ORDERS, 
ACTING CAPTAIN FLINDERS, 


THE HANDBOOKS SAY 
T HAVE 10 00 THAT. 


ano since 100NT 1 KATRIN, V6 SEEN YOU D0 "805s 
HAVE A SYRINGE FOR TOPPABLE.” 
ARHOR THOSE 
FIRE SUPPRESSION. hon Toss 
BOSS UP, 


1 CAN'T BE ACTING 
CAPTAIN, I NEED TO SIT 
WITH KAR= T MEAN THE: 
COMMODORE. HE NEEDS 
SOMEONE NEXT TO HiMh. 


HE NEEDS NINETY MINUTES OF 
DREAMLESS UNCONSCIOUSNESS 
WHILE WE PUT OUT THE FIRES. 


COMMAND, THIS 15 COMMS ARE IN THE HELMET, 
MURTAUGH, WE HAVE SHOOT AROUND THAT Piece 
‘BEEN KILLBOXED ‘SO WE CAN USE IT LATER 

‘AND OVERRUN. 


TM SEEING IT. 
SHODAN 15 TRYING TO 
MAKE IT TO YOU, 


FURTHER TRANSMISSIONS 
FROM US WILL BE FROM ENEMIES 
USING OUR GEAR, 


DON'T BELIEVE ANY OF IT. 


TANDERSIL, GET You and I have a minor 
THESE PEOPLE TO_ Jf YES, SIR paint of order to claar 
"ANY IOEA WHicH up First, Captain Landon. 

WAY THAT 152 


OUTSTANDING. 


TANDERSIL, 
GET DIRECTIONS 
FROM THE Al, 


Plaase make 
yourselves 
at home. 


| think we got all oF 

the big ones, But the little 
guys are still crawling 
around everywhere. 


WE'LL RUN SOME SWEEPS. 
TENZY, YOU'RE SPOTTING. 


IE I don't touch them how 
am T supposed to eat th 


YOU ARE A TERRIBLE 
INFLUENCE, 


THEY'RE ALSO 
MECHANIC SAVANTS, 
YOU SHOULON'T BE 
TOUCHING THEM, 


/, 


Dearest Captain, 


These things aro 
tiny. T can do Far 
‘mara than spot. 


N cunesrarrarne._ | 20 YOU NOT KNOW BECAUSE HE DIDN'T TELL YOU, BUT YOU DID SEE HIM WHEN HE LEFT 
wa OR BECAUSE HE TOLD YOU NOT TO KNOW? THE EMBASSY ARMORY WITH THO 
y FULLY-LOADED ASSAULT PODS? 


WHERE IS CAPTAIN 


NOPE, HE CALLED AHEAD AND 
TOLD ME TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY. 


CHINOOK, You HAVE EYES 
EVERYWHERE. CERTAINLY YOU 
KNOW WHERE MY SECURITY 
CHIEF, CAPTAIN LANOON, 


‘AND WHY HE TOOK A PAIR 
‘OF ASSAULT PODS 


Ha is leading a 

makoshift band of 
mercenaries on a 
boarding operation. 


HOW 008s THAT 
RELATE TO His JOB 

PROVIDING SECURITY 
FOR MY EMBASSY? 


His roport will 
a work of art. 


be 


THEN HE'S GOING 10 GET 
TO SUFFER FOR HIS ART. 


Captain, I don’t think Tagon \ eS 
considered the strain on > 
‘our heat pumps. They are 

beginning to Fail. 


Entropy. The residual heat From our pyrrhic victory 
will become evenly distributed, and the average 
tamperature aboard ship will be uncomfortably hot. 


Finybody who might 
be inconvenianced by the wator 
boiling out of thair blood. 


ALL HANDS TO BAY 
FOUR! WE ARE 
EVACUATING. 

THE SHIP! 


JAFA, ONCE WE'RE CLEAR, AND THEN 
‘OPEN ALL THE HATCHES, SUBHERGE BROKEN 
BAY DOORS, WEAPON WIND IN ULI-OA'S 
PORTS... EVERYTHING, OCEAN, 


Radiating hoot 

info the vacuum oF 
space is not going to 
solve this heat problem, 


That is going to make an 
incalculably amazing moss. 


PICK A PATCH OF OCEAN 
THAT ISN'T ALREADY BOILING. 


‘ARRIVING VESSEL QUICKLY PRO. 
ING NEARBY 


‘AS MORE AND MORE VESSELS ARRIVE, THETR TAD 
OVERLAP, CROWDING LATER ARRIVALS FURTHER OUT. 


- 2 = 
THE PRICE INCREASE BETWEEN "FREE“AND NOT FREE” I: 


Manny is cloan. Fil of my || IF I toll you, it will spoil the trick, and 
- helpful litte hijackers have you'll stop calling me “god” when I 
been purged From ‘show up unannounced. 


Admiral. his systom. 


Hello agai 


THAT'S NOT. 
WHAT "MON DIEU" 
MEANS. 


MON DIEU! 


MANNY, I THOUGHT THEN HOW IS Your 
WE GOT YOU CLEAN! ]T HOLONODE IN MY TAC-ROOM? 


T have a Favor to oon acca, WMT haven't, but you're about to. 
fash, Admiral. YOU EARNING A d 
QUID-PRO-QUO. 


I really hope sa. 


Stop Fighting. 


Your Flact is positioned to brokor peace, but only iF you give 
‘everyone access fo Uli-fe’s resources. 


T bnow you want to keep it all to yourself, but that 
will eventually result ina net loss, and that’s 
bofore adding in the massive loss of life. 


I have tactical 
projections. 


You have wishFul 
thinking, an abacus, 
and some spaco-meoples. 


WE HAVE TACTICAL 
PROJECTIONS THAT 
SUGGEST OTHERWISE. 


When I took Gisri, my 
intervention savad 
thousands of lives, and I 
‘accomplished i without 
killing anyone. 


Including you. 


Right now you're 
Proparing to and 

almost avery life T 
sot aut to preserve. 


IE YOU'RE THAT UPSET ABOUT 
TT, GET IN HERE AND START 
MEDDLING AGAIN, 


What do you think: 
this conversation is? 


FRUITLESS, WHAT DID YOU 
THINK IT WOULD BE? 


T was hoping 
For same Fruit. 


Lot ma porsonalize this: IF you throw your life away 
in soma winner-take-all Fight, 

T lost a close Friend Ti be pretty disappointed. 

because saving you cost 

more energy than I 

wanted iF to, 


1’ NOT PLANNING TO DIE 
HERE. T MEAN, IMAGINE 
HOW DISAPPOINTED I'D BE. 


The sim runs Fast, since it 
dogsn’t got much Furthor 
than you being surprised. 


Lo} 


as 
gi 


PETEY, SHARING SOUNDS NICE, BUT 
ULI-OA IS A NATURAL CHOKE-POINT. 
SOMEBODY WILL GET GREEDY, SEE 


‘AN OPPORTUNITY, AND START’ 


—— 


We Fix that by literally spreading tho wealth 
around, scattoring bits of Uli-Qa into a wider 
volume of space. 


THE IMPACTOR... Hat WAS YOUR 


I's true. Recant 
exertions have reduced 
ma to simply throwing racks. 


CAPTAIN ANOREVASN, 6000 CALL, LIEUTENANT. 
WERE HEADED Your Way. |] CAPTAIN MURTAUGH IS IN SURGERY, 
T THINK I1'S TIME TO. ‘AND T REALLY NEED TO CONFER’ 

REGROUP. WITH THE COMMODORE, 


THE COMMODORE IS ASLEEP. 
HE'S... TAKING A "GRIEF BREAK." 


UNTIL THE POCTOR 1 KNOW, RIGHT? 
CLEARS HIM, I'm THE OFFICER IN THE COMMODORE IS SUPPOSED TO 
CHARGE OVER HERE. GE IMMUNE TO THAT STUFF, 


THE "OH, WOW" WAS BECAUSE 
THAT KINO OF PUTS ME 
IN CHARGE OF THE 
ENTIRE COMPANY. 


BECAUSE I KIND OF 
WANT TO PACK UP 
‘AND GO HOME, 


I THE COMMODORE 
WAKES UP AT HOME HE 
INGHT NOT YELL AT US. 


WE NEED TO EVACUATE THE 
RESEARCH POD. BROKEN 
WIND IS THE CLOSEST VESSEL 
AVAILABLE. 


YOU 00 KNOW THAT MAXIM 
‘BL_DOES NOT ACTUALLY 
PREVENT WATER DAMAGE? 


1 WAS APPLYING 
MAXIM 37 TO FIRE 
SUPPRESSION. 


HER ENTIRE CABIN 
SPACE IS FULL OF 
BOILING WATER 


TILL SEND BOATS, BROKEN 
WIND CAN'T TAKE PASSENGERS. 


WE STILL HAVE A HEALTHY, WELL-EQUIPPED ‘We're not cone 


AND WE HAVE A 


FORGE ON THE RESCARCH POD, RIOHTE Contact Win THE EssPecs sneering Wry is 
WHICH IS IN DIRE NEED OF Kevyn doing the 
‘scary Face? 


RESEARCH POD. \ WHERE'D YOU GET THAT | NON-REDUNDANT... wHaT | IT MEANS “THIS IS JUST A BORING CRATE EVERYBODY 
ROBOT, VENTURA? DOES THAT EVEN MEAN | SHOULD IGNORE BECAUSE ITS TOTALLY NOT A BIG 


I am not angry, 
but I would very much like to 
"NON-REDUNDANT SPARES" live ouside of the box now, ploaso? 


FROM THE CRATE LABELED 


SUIT UP, RELOAD, AND 
GRAB ANYTHING YOU 
WANT TO KEEP. 


HOW LONG 00 1 HAVE 
BEFORE EVACUATION? 


AH. CAN 1 HAVE 
TWENTY MORE 
MINUTES? 


At 1 GOING TO REGRET 
GING THEM TO YOu? 


WE'RE NOT av 
BVACUATING, f 

Not ie mevec ~ 
S| AWESOME imintres 


WHERE 1S THE 
WING MARSHAL? 


HE IS RUNNING A COMBAT 
EXERCISE WITH THE SOSHEKI, 


IS THERE A pRogleMm, 
FinsT PROMIDENT? 


~ 6) | 
il eZ 


ny 


WELL, NONE OF iY COMMS WORK, AND WHEN 
T LOOKED OUT THE WINCOW 
THE SKY WAS ON FIRE. 


BROKEN WIND, THIS IS MANICOUAGAN 51K HE IS CURRENTLY 
‘ACTUAL. TO WHOM AMt T SPEAKING? INDISPOSED. HIS 
SON'S DEATH HIT 
HIM PRETTY HARO. 
1AM 
ACTING CAPTAIN 
KATHRYN LINDERS, 


HOW MIGHT T 
BE OF SERVICE TO YOU, 
ADMIRAL DEVEREAUX? 


‘com 


NEED TO SPEAK WITH 
MODORE TAGON. 


TV'S TRUE THEN? CAPTAIN 
TAGON IS DEAD? 


“SIGH” 17 WOULD APPEAR THAT MANICOUAGAN'S TAC-ROOM 
COMMS ARE IN THE HANDS OF A CAPTAIN TAGON FANBOY. 


THE KIO'S 
GOT SME, 


NOW LET'S GET TO THE 
BRASS-ON-BRASS STUFF. WHAT'S YOUR 
‘COMMODORE-LEVEL... THINGY? 


PETEY WANTS TO DESTROY ULI-OA, AND 
LET THE UNS. COORDINATE RESOURCE 
RECOVERY FOR ALL COMERS. 


WE'RE NOT FEELING MICH LOVE FOR THE ESSPEES RIGHT NOW, 
BUT SOMEBODY SHOULD PROBABLY WARN THEM THAT THEIR 
WORLD IS ABOUT TO GET HAMMERED 
INTO HOT, PRICELESS GRAVEL. 


ORE 
HIGH-SPEED 


SOUNDS LIKE 
A *COMMODORE-LEvEL 
THINGY TO ME, 


IF HE WAKES UP BEFORE 
WE KICK DOWN THEIR DOOR, 
IT TOTALLY WILL BE. 


Ow DOOR? SIX OF THE SCIENTISTS, AND ALL FIFTEEN $O YOU KNOW THAT I AM OBLIGED 
seceeneane plies SERIE ee ie TO tstone | OH MEE Oe 
SESSA SE) | Heute Bercy 


Lan 
LISTENING, 
‘ADMIRAL. 


Tees OWIION is exrmgery 

tf m 

SEPARATE FROM MY CHAIN OF CORKAND, Tseieo ON Entes youve ALRency 

BUT THEY ARE UNS. CITIZENS, AND T HAVE THE TUNGUSKA T KNOW DEPLOYED THAT FORCE, 

‘A SWORN OBLIGATION TO DEFEND THEM WHAT EDITD. SILENCE MEANS, YOURE IN-LINE BEHIND US, 


ALL THE BOATS ARE 
RAKING THE RUN, 


IF I GET KILLED BEFORE 
T PUBLISH, T WILL BE 
QUITE CROSS. 


Eanwel WERE ON AN 
shia Pein 


I CAN'T GET TO 
THE HYPERNET. ARE 
WE RUNNING DARK? 


THEN THEY 
PUT US ON THE 
WRONG BOAT. 


DID THE SONAR DATA CONFIRM OUR IF WE GET KILLED BEFORE 
GRAW-GUN THEORY? \ You TeLL me, T WiLL 
BE QUITE CROSS, 


NOPE. ULI-OA DID COLLAPSE UNDER GO AHEAD AND 
STEEP, RAPIDLY SHIFTING GRAMTATIONAL MAKE HER ANGRY. 1 
GRADIENTS, BUT NOT FROM GRAW GUNS, LIKE HER WHEN SHE'S ANGRY. 


WE'VE SEEN CRUSH PATTERNS VERY SIMILAR UI GRANTED, THOSE WERE NERVOUS LAUGH. TT'S DISCOMFITING TO CONSIDER 
TO ULI-OA'S BEFORE, THE BATTLEPLATES MUCH SMALLER SCALE THE DESTRUCTION OF A BATILEPLATE 
MOROKWENG AND TUNGUSKA EVENTS, BUT... HEH, ASA SMALL SCALE EVENT, 

BOTH DIED THIS WAY. 


YES, THE UNIVERSE 1S 
REALLY BIG, HURRY UP 
‘AND GET OVER IT, 


THe wore Force, was Yi EXCEPT THAT THE CESTRUCTION ORIGINATED Ave | OR. THE PAIANURI POWERING THE WORLD 
Bete ERNE ay Bil eueUe ieee 
SE watite turin. ©” J) SAD hudaae inst, Caeamng SneAa ines ano, | FORGE @ROKE Is TRANSSRRIONE 

So DP Ae Sashes 


THIS ISN'T ACTUALLY Yee co 


SURPRISING, GASCA WE ALL 50... A STEALTHY PA'ANUR) 
FIGURED IT WAS DESTROYED swueR into THe loge OF THE FROM SCIENTIST TO NOVELIST 
DURING THE PA'ANURI WARS. STRUCTURE BEFORE LAUNCHING ITS ATTACK, IN ONE UNSUPPORTED LEAP, 


1'S NOT UNSUPPORTED. WITH EFFICIENT THE REWARD FOR A 
TRANSBARYONIC LINKAGES, DARK MATTER JOR WELL CONE IS AN 
COULD EASILY POWER PU. UMPOSSIBLE JOB? 
PRODUCTION AT THE SCALE 

OF THE WORLD FORGE 


CIMLIZATION NEEDS A NEW WORLD FORGE, SO 
YOUR NEXT JOB IS TO CAPTURE SOME DARK MATTER 
AND THEN BUILD A NEW WORLD FORGE AROUND IT, 


IF IT'S ImpossiaLe 
WE'LL JUST FIND SOMEONE 
ELSE TO 00 TT. 


HER VOYAGE TO THE 
MANAGEMENT SIDE IS COMPLETE. 


1 Have Taken We ALIOST HAD ALL THREE OF THEM, 
esoueces From He Ji K “aut ONLY SucceeGe IN CLAIMING 
Weak, ano secured. ‘ne smaluest 
WINS magsiaL, WHAT ue Pato 
Have YOu boxe? : 
& 
Y/ 


SWEET STARLIGHT... DID YOU STEAL 
SHIPS FROM THE MERCENARIES? 


C CEG 
f 
at 4 


You LauncHeo an Jig 
UNPROVOKED 
‘ASSAULT UPON 


A FIRST STRIKE, 


THE SHINE OF THE 
MERCENARIES’ GREED IS 
UNINISTAKAGLE, THE TOUGHS 
WOULD EVENTUALLY HAVE 
TAKEN THE WEALTH OF 
(OUR WORLD BY FORCE. 


THIS IS OUTRAGEOUS, Jam ALL WE HOLD DEAR - OuR CITY, 

AND IMMORAL. ‘OUR FAMILIES, OUR FUTURES - 
THEY ALL LIE OEFENSELESS 
BENEATH A BURNING SKY. 


YOU HAVE BROKEN 
THE SACRED COMPACT 
OF THE WING. 


I HAVE NOT, BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT DEFENSELESS. 


1 LEFT YOU A DOZEN-DOZEN COMBAT 
ENGINEERS, AND A FULL WING OF SOSHEKI, 
ALL AT FULL ALERT, PREPARED TO REPEL ANY ASSAULT. 


WOULD THAT BE THE 
WING YOU ABANDONED 8Y 
SHUTTING COWN YOUR 
TERAPORT CAGES? 


DOES IT marTER? 
THEY WILL DEFEND YOU. 


(OF COURSE IT MATTERS. YOU ROBBED US, ROBBED OUR 
ALLIES, AND YOU FORCED EVERYONE HERE INTO WAR 


YOU HAVE VIOLATED THE SACRED COMPACT 
OF THE WING, AND UNLESS YOU 

RETURN IMMEDIATELY T 

WILL PASS SUMMARY 

JUDGMENT, 


1AM KIND OF BUSY 
HERE. A SUMMARY 
SOUNDS NICE. 


sid 


YOU'RE A PIRATE. THE 
SENTENCE IS DEATH. 


THANK YOu! THAT'S 
EXACTLY THE CREDENTIAL 

I NEED FOR TOMORROW'S 
INEETING WITH SOME ACTUAL PIRATES. 


FIRST PROVIDENT, THE MERCENARIES 
‘ARE APPROACHING. TT APPEARS 
TO BE A FULL ASSAULT. 


TELL THEM WE 
SURRENDER. 


THE TRAITOR HERE 
LOCKED DOWN OUR 
‘OUTBOUND COMMS. 


DON'T DESCRIBE 
THE PROBLEM, SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. 


SO... YOU USED PERMA-MELD TAPE 
INSTEAD OF CONVENTIONAL 
RESTRAINTS, 


1 EXPECTED HIM TO BE 
WEARING IT FOR HIS FUNERAL. 


WE WON'T HAVE EXTERNAL COMMS UP 
FOR ANOTHER SIX MINUTES, SIR, 


THAT'S FAR TOO LONG, 


WE'LL INDICATE OUR SURRENDER 
IN THE MANNER OF THE MUTE. 


TELL THE SOSHEKI RIDERS TO OPEN THE 
GATE, DISARM THEIR MOUNTS, AND THEN 
LIE DOWN IN FULL VIEW OF THE ENEMY, 


BESIDES, SOSHEKI WEAPONS 
DON'T DETACH. 


1 EXPECT THEY'LL ALL BE 
DETACHED BEFORE THIS IS Over, 


WE'RE LOCKED OUT 
(OF THE SOSHEKI COMMS, TOO. 


NO RIDER TELEMETRY. IVS LOST SOME LIMBS. CRACK THE HATCH AND 


BESKIN-SASHIK GATE DEFENSE. PR OM LNG CR HATE 
SOSHEKI INOUND, FLEEING 
THE MERCENARIES 


= ‘ asp ade »)) aaa 


‘MANY PAIN AEE 


“NO RIDER TELEMETRY: 
1ANK 
“VERY ASSIST.” 


TARPAULIN, COVER IE 1 KNOW, BUT 
WHILE T RE-ATTACH WE'VE GOT AT LEAST 
THIS ARM. TWENTY SECONDS, 


Mistross, that pulse has 
fat permanently disabled 
the enomy armor units. 


AND A THOUSAND 
CRYPT SPIDERS. 


WE COULD HAVE EXPLOITED HER NAME IS SILKSILVER, AND 
THOSE WITHA MISSILE. YOU SHE'S A GOOD Elk, 

DIDN'T NEED TO RIDE IN ISN'T SHEZ 

HERE ON YOUR NEW TOY. 


OKAY, YOU WERE RIGHT. 
THAT WAS AWESOME, 


IY'S AMAZING WHAT YOU 
CAN ACCOMPLISH WHEN THE 
ENEHY HAS EMP-DOS BREAK POINTS. 


HOSTILES HAVE BEEN NEUTRALIZED, 

ZERO CASUALTIES. WE'VE SECURED A 

SITE FOR NEGOTIATING TERMS OF 
SURRENDER AND RECOMPENSE. 


OWN THE CONTRACT, SO IT 
SHOULD BE MY JOR, 


Le 


oy bY 


a AL 
GED (x 


“SHE'S COMING WITH. CORK 
bas THAT STUMP WHILE WE RIDE, 


SHOULDN'T THAT BE 
‘MY JOB, CAPTAIN 


T REALLY WANT TO PUNISH THE LITTLE 
WECH-FAIRIES, BUT THE ONES WHO 
DESERVE IT GOT AWAY. 


THERE OUGHT TO BE 
SOME REPARATIONS, 


GASCA THINKS HE KNOWS HOW THE WORLD 
FORGE WORKED, SO WE KIND OF ALREADY 
GOT WHAT WE CANE HERE FOR 
THE ESSPEES CAN'T UNDO THE 
HARM THEY DID, AND THEY DON'T 
HAVE ANYTHING WE NEED. 


THE PENALTY CLAUSE ON 
MY CONTRACT WITH THEM 
DOESN'T WORK THAT WAY. 


THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE A TERRIBLE 
CONTRACT. 


On, IT'S A IF IVE READ IT 
PRETTY TleHT CORRECTLY, T NOW 
‘CONTRACT. ‘OWN THEIR CITY, 


UNS. EMBASSY, JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


CAPTAIN, HOW SOON WILL YOU BE 
RETURNING FROM YOUR EXTRA- 
CURRICULAR ADVENTURE? 


TTS NOT EXTRA-CURRICULAR, AMBASSADOR 
THIS IS AN OFF-SITE TRAINING EXERCISE. 


MOST OF THOSE *TRAININ 
WITH YOU AREN'T UNS, 
PERSONNEL. 


BECAUSE IT'S A 
JOINT-FORCES 
EXERCISE, 


ACCORDING TO THIS ROSTER, YOU ARE 
THE ONLY UNS. SOLDIER THERE. 


Aol 


Tm LEARN 


YOU'RE SURE THIS “EXERCISE 
ISN'T AN OFF-THE-BOOKS 
OPERATION? 
YOU APPEAR 
TO HAVE LOST HALF 


YOUR FACE. 


(OH, THAT. 11'S 
A Live FIRE 
EXERCISE 


THEN YOURE DOING. 
IT WRONG, CAPTAIN. 1 
HAPPEN TO KNOW THAT 
YOU OWN A PERFECTLY 
GOOD HELMET, 


FOZ nmi.. Hare a Heuer, aT THE MOMENT. 


"AND IT HAS ACQUIRED SOME 
IMPERFECTIONS. 


FIGHT HOURS. WE'VE 

GOT SOME CLEANUP TO 00, 

‘AND THEN T PROMISED THE 
TROOPS A NICE MEAL. 


00 NOT EAT 
‘ANY MORE OF 
THE ESSPEES! 


But... machorganic 
wat pies. 


THEY'VE SURRENDERED. 
 &e THEM HAS STOPPED 


BEING UNSETTLING, AND 
STARTED BEING’ A 
oa HA INE 


| told you. Food 
that talks isn’t Food. 


CAPTAIN SORLIE, ARE YOU AVAILABLE JS IT EXCITING AMBASSADOR, IF YOU'RE OFFERING TO FIRE 
FOR ATTACHE DUTIES THIS EVENING? ENOUGH TO COST You || ME FOR UNLOCKING THE SECRETS OF THE 


YOUR JOB? UNIVERSE, I ACCEPT. 


ICANT POSSIBLY FIRE 
Tf UP TO MY ELBOWS IN SOME SOMEONE WHO HAS SECRETS TO SHARE WITH ME 
PRETTY EXCITING ENGINEERING RIGHT NOW. THE MOMENT SHE RETURNS TO THE OFFICE, 


I saw tha subsystem and thought 
it wes just another layor 
‘of shielding. 


You need to work harder at 
getting Fired so you can 
coma work For ma. 


Sy i" 


=“! 


HAH! IT'S RIGHT HERE, BETWEEN HULL LAYERS 
THREE AND FOUR! 
Tim rather 
=| FF ombarrassed to have) — 


Easy to miss? You're talking about 
a muliFiold rasonant matrix woven From a 
hundred thousand kilometers oF palycanductor. 


YEAH, BUT TAFA’S THE ONE WHO 
REPRESSED SO HARD HE FORGOT 
HOW HIS CARGO SHIPS WORK. 


1'0 WORK HARDER AT 
GETTING FIRED IF T THOUGHT 
TT WOULD ACTUALLY WORK. 


[ ‘BESKIN-SASHIK. 


‘CAPTAIN ANDREVASN, 
90 You HAVE A 
‘MINUTE? 


‘ONE MINUTE. 
WE'RE BUSY ACCEPTING 
A SURRENDER, 


TILL BE QUICK. 
YOU'RE USING YOUR 
‘SHIP WRONG. 


ALREADY FIGURED. 
‘Our THAT IT'S A POOR 
WARSHIP, CAPTAIN SORLIE. 


THAT'S BECAUSE 
I'S ACTUALLY A 
TERAPORT CAGE, 


50. 1’ WONDERING IF BRASS 
HAS A LOW-LEVEL TOxIc EFFECT 
THAT REDUCES INTELLIGENCE, 


1’ A CAPTAIN TOO, AND 
I FIGURED IT OL. 


CINDERCONE, THIS 1S JUAB. 
WE ARE LOCKED IN, AND 
FIRING FOR EFFECT. 


CUT TWO IS COMPLETE, 


LIEUTENANT, DID YOU JUST MAKE A 
JOKE AT THE EXPENSE OF THE PEOPLE WHOSE 
HOME WE ARE DISASSEMBLING? 


SIR I JUST USED A 
GRAW-BRAIDED PLASMA LANCE 
TO CUT DOWN A TREE. 


50 YOU DID 
IMAKE A JOKE. 


“TIMBER 1S THE 
LUMBERTACK EQUIVALENT 
OF “FIRE IN THE HOLE." 


GOOD SAVE, CARRY ON. 


SLETS See HOW THIS 
GOES" ISN'T GOOD 
COMM PROTOCOL. 


“ Received. Start 

CLOSING THE ° . sending the rast TTS PERFECT 

CAGE. LET'S SEE * oF the city PROTOCOL IF IT MADE 
HOW THIS GOES, ‘THE ESSPEES NERVOUS, 


CAPTAIN SATO, DIO 
YOUR TAD. REGISTER THE 
TERAPORT JUST NOW? 


THERE WAS A BLIP, BUT 
IT WAS PRETTY CLOSE TO 
THE NOISE FLOOR 


THAT'S GOOD, IF WE CAN DETECT THE BLIP ARRIVED ELEVEN 
THEM, WE WILL EVENTUALLY WORK SECONDS AFTER THE 
OUT A WAY TO BLOCK THEM. TERAPORT FINISHED. 


pe > re 
® THAT'S Less GOOD. Fa 


CHU HERE. TT's TOO EARLY TO BE 
AWAKE, DEVEREAUX PLEASE TELL ME 
YOU HAVENT STARTED A WAR, 


NO, NOTHING LIKE THAT, ADMIRAL, THIS 
1S.A BALANCE-OF-POWER THING, 


UNNGHH... THE STEWARD WHO MAKES 
THE GOGO COFFEE IS STILL ASLEEP. 


THIS CUP FROM MY 
ADJUTANT IS FULL OF 
SOMETHING THAT TASTES 
LIKE CAFFEINE LOST A 

KNIFE-FIGHT TO THE 
COLOR BROWN, 


ADMIRAL, TAGON'S TOUGHS 
HAVE CARGO SHIPS THAT THEY'VE TERAPORTED ABOUT NINE HUNDRED TRILLION METRIC TONS OF WAT 
‘ARE TERAPORT CAGES. UNDER THE NOSES OF SIX OVERLAPPING TERAPORT AREA DENIAL FIELDS, 


oP are 


THEY'RE 
MAKING 


WILL THAT BE 
ENOUGH 
WATER? 


WE DON'T 
REALLY NEED 
‘ANY, SO YES, 
IT's ENOUGH. 


wish some © 
WELL, WE NEEDED TO sTREss-Test THE OTHER ELEMENTS 
CINDERCAGES, AND THE WATER WAS HANDY. | HAD BEEN HANDY. 


YOU CAN HAVE 
THE ONES YOU'RE 
STANDING ON. 


BUT... THIS 1S THE CABIN 
SUPERSTRUCTURE FROM 
YOUR CARGO SHIP, 


IV's NOT 
COMPATIBLE WITH 
THAT SHIP ANYMORE, 


BESIDES, YOUR PEOPLE 
TOUCHED IT A LOT. 


THIS ORBIT WILL BE FINE 
FOR SELLING SERVICE AND REPAIR 
TO THE SCAVENGERS, 


STEADY WORK IS GOOD. THERE'S 
AN OLD EARTH APHORISH: "DON'T DIG FOR 
GOLD. SELL SHOVELS.” 


Your cur 
(OF "SHOVEL SALES* 
WON'T BE VERY 


LARGE ENOUGH TO 
REMIND YOu OF YOuR CRIMES, 
AND SMALL ENOUGH THAT YOU 
WON'T BE TEMPTED TO REVOLT, 


Hallo, am I 
interrupting? 


WHAT 00 YOU NEED? 


T wish to buy a J OWN IT, BUT 1 PROMISED NOT Those laws say that Uli-De 
piece of the City TO CUT IT INTO PIECES aw belongs to you. 


oF Te T should buy it boFara 
smashing it into scrap, 
and giving it away. 


This piece is already dofachod. You s00, 
por the laws of the Plenipotent Dominion, the City of 
Beskin-Sashik includes the world they discovered, Uli-Da. 


WHAT'S THE GOING RATE 
FOR PRICELESS, 
PLANET-SIZED 
‘ARTIFACTS? 


Al Blenipotent 
Dominion 
coupon book. 


Thore ara 
some really good deals in 
there. Worth two planets, easy, 


Captain Murtaugh, 
don't despair. 


WHO SAYS T'M 
DESPAIRING? 


Unless I'm reading you 

incorrectly, you Fae! like 
you paid foo much For 

information you 

cannot use. 


You've also given up 
hope that anyone will bo 
able fo use what you 
farmed in time to save 
civilization. 


tS 
THAT'S! DESPAIR. Joe 


Exactly. Don't do that! 
PETEY, YOU CAN'T ORDER 


WE TO HOPE, YOU 
HAVE TO GIVE 


TPs in the 


coupon book, 
Page hwo. 


BOAT SIX, TEMPORARY FLAGSHIP, TAGONS TOUGHS.. 


MURTAUGH'S ON HER WAY IN, Mf SEND HER TO THE 


AFT READY-ROOM, 


TM CALLING A 
SHAREHOLDER MEETING. 
“ASSEMBLE ALL THE 
OFFICERS. 


CAPTAIN, WILL I NEED TO GRAB A. 
YOU CALL THE TUBE OF REFRESHING 
"ASSEMBLY? ENERGY PASTE, AND MY 
FILIBUSTER SHOES, 


‘ARE WE GOING 70 VOTE 
ON SOMETHING? 


THE USUAL, WHETHER OR 
NOT ITS TIME TO RETIRE. 


I'm a slave to some 


Commodore, T wes supposed ta wait three | [| Uou're good at this, 
days before doing something, but I think 
you may want me to da it now. 


onset cant 
WER MY 

| (eesti ctr vou can AND 1M A SLAVE TO some 

DID MY SON ORDER YOU TO WITHHOLD OBEY A COUNTERMANDING OUTDATED NATURAL SELECTION 

SOMETHING FROM ME FOR THREE DAYS? ORDER ISSUED BY ME? MECHANISMS, WE'LL GET THROUGH THIS. 


1M SORRY ABOUT THIS. T 
KNOW HOW IMPORTANT 
FAMILY IS TO YOU. 


J ACTUALLY KNEW IT 
BEFORE You STARTED 
PESTERING ME FOR 
GRANOKIDS. 


AND NO, T' NOT DOING 
THIS TO MAKE THE 
PESTERING STOP, 


YOUR ONA IS ON FILE, 
BOY. T CAN MAKE GRANOKIOS 
WITHOUT YOUR HELP. 


‘ANYWAY, FAMILY. 
1 STILL SEE THEIR FACES. 
1 WISH T’O LISTENED 


TO YOU, OR 
BEEN FASTER 


WE BOTH LOST EVERYTHING, 
‘AND THEN WE LOST 
EACH OTHER, 


1 CAN'T FIX THAT, 


1 CANT BRING 
THEM BACK, 


eur 
010 BRING 
YOU IN. 


see, 1 
ACCIDENTLY 
UILT A NEW 

FAMILY. 


IT'S BIG, AND BROKEN, AND 
MESSY, AND NOW ITS YOURS, 


S008%s. private mor 


‘ALSO, I THINK MAYBE CAPTAIN Y), 
MURTAUGH IS SWEET ON YOU. 


MENT, 


a 


1D TAGON RECORD 
THAT JUST BEFORE 
HE O1ED? 


WE'RE SORRY TO INTERRUPT. 
MURTAUGH WANTED TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT THIS "RETIREMENT: THING 
BEFORE THE MEETING. 


FALSE ALARM. 
FAMILY ISN'T SOMETHING YOU 
RETIRE FROM. 


WAS THERE 
SOMETHING ELSE? 


1 WANTED TO SHOW YOU THIS 
‘COUPON BOOK T GOT, 


FAMILY 1S ALSO. 
NOT FOR FUND-RAISING. 


AND NOW THE GOOD NEWS. 


ALL OF THIS WILL BE COVERED 
BY THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 
PETEY GAVE MURTAUGH A 
COUPON BOOK. 


A COUPON BOOK? 15 IT 
‘OLO SCHOOL, WITH PULPY, 
DEAD TREE, TEAR-OUT 
PAGES? 


IVS JUST A 
DATA STACK. NO 
TREES WERE HARMED. 


IS THERE A COUPON IN THERE FOR “HUNT 
DOWN THE WING MARSHAL AND ASSASSINATE 
Him FOR GREAT JUSTICE?" 


PETEY SEEMS TO THINK ASSASSINATION 
15 EVEN WORSE THAN PULPING TREES FOR PAPER 


Don't worry about Boskin-Sashik’'s | ( Tho Oshka-Hree have given him command of what 
disgraced Wing Marshal. 


used fo be an Essporerin passenger vassal 


Tt is now stefFad entiraly 
by a@ pirate prize crow, and 
Ne T know whora it 13. 


1h NOT WORRIED j ii ‘ 
‘AgouT HINT JUST wise Carry on, everyone. I 


HE WAS FACING JUSTICE. ned fo go gat deputized. 


‘ONE QUICK DEPUTIZATION LATER... [i , “ 


= e.* 


Lam Chinook, of 
Eina-fifa, Goddess 
oF Earth, Wind, and 
Blumbing. 


PLUS HUBRIS, AND UNSOLICITED 
HYPERNET CALLS, 


The long version 
of my tila should 
definitely include those, 


Holla, Wing Marshal. Jf HELLO... aH. You'Re THE AI. FROM 
THAT CAN-WORLD THING, RIGHT? 


T am a Deputy of the OFFice oF | You have violated the WELL, FORTUNATELY FOR ME THERE'S A 
tha First Provident of Compact of the Wing. HUGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DEATH 
Beskin-Seshik, and SENTENCE AND ACTUAL OEATH. 
that is tha capacity 

in which Tam 

calling, 


i this point the only difference 
is a small matter of targeting. 


I have your location, and I |] You hurt my Frionds, so I'm 
have a woapon that Fires adding three seconds of 
through wormholes. Foar ta your sentence, 


JF YOU HAD THAT 
T'D ALREADY BE DEAD. 


MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE SHAREHOLDERS’ MEETING. 


THIS COUPON AWARDS ME SOME OF THE OUTPUT 
OF THE WORLD FORGE THAT PETEY AND 
ANDREVASN PRIME HAVE BEGUN BUILDING. 


IL THINK THAT MEANS WE 
DIDN'T FAIL. 


BUT... GASCA SAID WE CAN'T 
BUILD ONE. WE WOULD HAVE TO CAPTURE A 
PA'ANUR) TO HELP POWER TT. 


THAT WOULD gE IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR US, BUT I GUESS 
PETEY CAN DO IT. 


MAAAYBE, BUT THAT'S 
NOT HIS STYLE. 


(OW... THAT'S WHY HE WENT TO ALL THAT 
TROUBLE TO SECURE OISR) FOR HIMSELF. 


HE'S GOING To USE IT 
TO CREATE A PA'ANUR), 


A NON-SENTIENT. 
PA'ANUR) THAT WON'T 
COMPLAIN ABOUT THE 


THAT SOUNDS Like A |] IF MY TIME CLONE 15 IF your time clone is on IT MGHT SAVE THE 
TERRIBLE IDEA, ON THE JOR, TE MGHT) the Job, I's defintely going | GnLANy, THOUGr 
JUST WORK, to work, and it’s still a 


terrible idea. 


You gotta Figure out how 
Vere to 25 HE ining good dese 


Your records indicate that IE there's more than 

thay all did out in ‘one way to Fail, Here's 

different ways. at least one way to 
succend. 


HANY CIVILIZATIONS HAVE 
TAKEN THIS PATH, PETEY. YOU SMILE AT THE VARIETY 
ALL OF THEM DIED OUT. OF INEVITABLE DOOMS? 


THAT IS NOT A 
NATURAL LAW. 


TFs hold up pratty 
well For me so Far. 


EPILOGUE: JUMPSTAR PRIME, TWO DAYS LATER. YOUR SON'S DEATH WAS A 
~ — LAZ-5 EVENT. THERE WAS 


NOTHING TO RECOVER, 
nay T HAVE A MOMENT, ‘AT THE SCENE. 


‘COMMODORE? 


TM DONE WITH THE 
FUNERAL PLANS. TAKE AS MANY 
TROMENTS AS YOU WANT. 


1 REVIEWED THE RED-REO BACKUPS 
HERE IN THE CITY. CAPTAIN 
‘TAGON'S GESTALT WAS 


WE HAVE A EULLY VIABLE I CAN'T BRING CAPTAIN TAGON 
DATA SET RIGHT HERE, @ 
READY TO GO. 


SPIT IT Our, DOCTOR 
USE PEOPLE-WORDS, 


love this 
idea. How much 
meat clo you need? 


THE END. 


You've reached the end of 

Big, Dumb Objects, Schlock Mercenary Book 16 

but you have not yet reached the end of Schock 
fercenary. Don't worry. There's plenty left. 


A Little Immortality, Schlock Mercenary 
Book 17, begins with the very next strip... 


